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extent of several liiindrol |»t <••• (iIT WIîjît 
happened The railway commission gave a 
ruling that the exprès» companies might 
charge HU 2 3 per cent, higher ratek in the 
Prairie Provinces than in Eastern Canada. 
There ih jrilKffhjHdy im ,jtial iffefrl ion l or such 
diserimimtfion. and yet. the hoard ol railway 
eommisaioners, appointed premimaldy lor 
I he prole,•lion of the people, made that ml 
ill g Certainly it is time that tin- Western
people had some representation upon the 
eommission. This is a—move that sliou.d 
receive the very strongest support from the 
Western members oi the Mouse-ot t omtuon .. 
and no douht will when it is brought closely 
to their attention. This incident of express 
rales merely indicates that even if the rail 
way commission is given all the power that 
it is possible for them to have that a strong 
publie -opinion is still needed. 'I lie aim ol 
the railway interests is to confuse, the com 
mission as much as possible, and to keep 

.1 hem employed with trivial matters, so that 
the great and important questions of rates 
may not he dealt with. In fact the railway 
eOlFTtn isHIUTl has lever dchved mtll file freight: 
rate quest ion to amount to a ny I lung, its 
chief rulings being limited local rales and 
discriminations The great underlying and 
fundamental difficulties remain an absolute 
|y unexplored field Even some ol the most 
important information secured by the rail 

• way commission, as evidence in open court 
Irom an official ol the I anadian Pacific rail- 
wav as to I lie cost ol operation, is withheld 
from I he public Now;, this is something that 
should not be There is no possible method 
of curing I lie railway extortion practised in 
Ibis country.so well as publicity.
The public in Canada know nothing about 
the cost of operation of the railways and the 
railways refuse to give such information 
The railway commission apparently has no 
power to investigate the books and accounts 
of I lie railways, and to ascertain just what 
information should be in their hands relative 
In cost of operation Neither has the com 
mission power to take a physical valuation 
of the railways and to base flu- freight rates 
upon l he actual value of such property, 
which would seem to be eminently fair. It 
would he well if the commission was given 
power to dig into the railway problem, and
10 find out .just where the trouble is, and to 
remedy it instead of devoting sir much ol 
I heir time to matters that could lie as well 
attended to by less competent officials Tile 
Interstate Commcti'c Commission in the
I nil cd Stoles has power and has I lie ....... ..
sary stall' of officials to investigate the husi 
ness methods of the railways The result 
has been I lie greatest overhauling ol the 
American railway system during the past 
lew years that has taken place anywhere in 
I lie world i tl course, I In- American system 
is lint yet perfect, hut there is a power ill 
Ihal country lluit has some control over the 
rapacity of I lie railways which in Canada 
is not apparent. Of course it must he 
borne in in i IK I that We should not proceed 
too fast .along railway regulation lines, not 
for fear of frightening capital i which is 
bosh i, but because haste may be aecouipan 
ied by errors hard to undo. Hut even with 
this good advice at hand from tlie railway 
companies, no one will claim that we are 
controlling our ('anadian railways with such 
headlong haste as to endanger the whole 
railway system of the country. The fact is 
t h i,i I the big railway companies are devoting
11 great amount of energy to prevent the 
members of Parliament from cheeking their 
profitable greed The pressure which pre 
vents government operation of the Hudson 
Hay railway is the same kind of pressure 
which secured the guarantee of ipl'i.OOII.IIIIII 
bonds the other day, and is the very same 
force which prevents our railway commis

. sum from receiving and exercising the 
power which would compel the railways to 
give the people II square deal Pills matter 
of public control of railways is one of t lie

gn-ut'-stdangers whi'd/fuee the big railway 
monopolists of Canada today, and they can 
atl’ord to spend huge sums of money u/ 
prevent it becoming effective. Certainly to 
make the railway commission of Canada of 
practical use in the control of railways there 
sfrouid be several improvements made at 
o nee. . _p

1. The commission should be given full 
power to investigate upon its own initiative 
into the entire business of the railway com
panies at its own discretion.

2. The commission should be empowered 
and authorized to take a complete and ac
curate physical valuation of the railways 
id' Canada and to base the freight rates upon 
such valuation.

3. —'There should he at. least two Western 
men appointed upon the eommission imme
diately in order- that the discrimination, 
against the West might cease.

I. The commission should employ a suf
ficient. staff of experts in order tlia.V. they 
may carry on their investigations all over 
the country, find that the members of the 
board may devote themselves only to mat
ters of the utmost importance.

0. There should be the fullest publicity 
given to the facts secured in investigations 
into railway matters in order that 11n- public 
might, become thoroughly informed of the 
railway methods.

A PIPE DREAM
The protectionists are endeavoring to bol

ster up their case by every conceivable argu
ment. I n I lie .1 uric number of I ndlist rial Can- 
ada, I Im official organ of I lie Canadian Manu
facturers’-association, appears the following 
editorial-art icle reprinted from the Canadian 
Century, and heartily approved :

In tlie eighties (ireSHOii and other french 
hid leather (iiunufaetiirers were sending to 
tin* I 'n it (‘«I StutiiH $.1,000,000 wort h ol hho*' 
Ivnt Ifcr, charging for it 00 cents jmr foot. A 
protective «lut y of 20 per cent. was put on.
< i i esAon lui| dill not go to 72 cents per foot. 
It dropped to 1Ô cents and then to 0» cents, 

.'$.*> cents and do cents. Thousands of men 
from I’Vance and elsewhere were put to work 
in the I- id factories of the I ' n 11 eif St a t e- Wa- 
proteetion worth while? .1. (*. ('leghorn, of 
Knglnnd, manufactured linings for coats and 

employed in Ins factories d.ooo men and 
women. The I 'nited Slates* put on a protec 
live I,in 11 and the < leghorn fa«*lories were 

hut up.' I hree thousand were given employ 
merit in the I'nited State- making coat linings. 
Mr. * 'leghorn's comment to a I'nited States 
empiirer was: ‘‘You have the wi-e states 
men to keep your people employed. Then 
there is the case of men'h gloves. The largest 
I ingliMi manufact urer of gloves lost HO pe> 
cent of Ins Im miss with the I 'lilted States 
when a duty was put on that item. What was 
the result ! TV! ore the t a rill" was enacted 
these gloves sold for $1.25 a pair. Afterward- 
the price was $ I for the same glove. Pearl 
buttons were imported into the I’nited States 
in immense ipiant it ies. ’ A protective tari IT was 
put on and the banks of the Mississippi hum 

.tiled with the industry of many pearl button 
factories. The whole industry was transport 
ed to the I Tilted States and the shells which 
lav for generations valueless were turned into 
articles of commerce. And the price dropped 
below w hat it was before the tarill was put 
« * *i Canada i - entering m mi her industrial 
career. Such lessons ns these from the I’nited 
States are illuminating.

This is i-i-rlainly “illuminating ” If these 
Ht ut i-iiii-nt s an; Inn-, and must admit they 
look fishy, tiny form an unanswerable argu
ment in favor of absolute free trade. It 
proves eniielusivi-ly 1 hat tin- cost of produe- 
Iion was lower in tin- I'nited States on all 
ol these arliejes. Then where Would be I Ill- 
sense ol a protective tariff, and why would it 
be needed. We should like to have those
American manufacturers produced as exhi
bits to prove the correctness of the state
meats made. They must lie a peculiar hr..... I
to refuse to take good motley when the law 
expressly authorizes them to do so. No doubt 
they were t lie last of I heir species, and their 
philantliropy took them to an earlv grave, 
Ur perhaps wln-n we pay Î71 per cent a,j 
vanev on cement on account of protection.
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•JO per cent, on boots and shoes ; 30 pj.-r cent 
on blankets, etc., we are really getting them 
cheaper, '1 his may he so arid protection mav 
Ire a good tiling after all, just as the earth 
may he tl.it. hut we doubt it. If Industrial 
Canada will give us a list of Canadian made 
articles enjoying tariff protection that are 
sold more cheaply than they could he import
ed under free trade we will he compelled 
to—admit there is_somelliiug in their argu
ment.

The collapse of the anti reciprocity cam
paign waged by tie- I’nited States (Jrange has 
its lessons for all farmers’ organizations. The 
farmers belonging to the (Irange protested 
against having protection withdrawn from 
I In-in while it was still maintained upon manu
factured articles. This was quite a legiti
mate demand, and their campaign was exer
cising considerable influence in the I’nited 
States. The i Irange. however, made its great 
mistake in making an alliance With the big 
trusts and protected manufacturers. The 
men at the head of the <irange were cam
paigning professedly for the welfare of the 
-farmers of the I'nited States, hut were in
fluenced and financed by the protected manu
facturers, who knew that free trade in agri
cultural products would bring about the 
downfall of protection. The facts here pres
ented were brought out before a committee 
of tin- IS. Senate and I lie opposition of the 
Crange to the reciprocity agreement lias col
lapsed. because it, was found that the (Irange 
was being used as a tool in the hands of the 
combines. The trusts in Canada arc just as 
much opposed to reciprocity as in the I'nited 
States, and are spending their money in a 
campaign against the reciprocity agreement. 
They dare not approach the organized farm
ers, hut by financing speakers and subsidizing 
fIn- press, they are able to poison the minds 
of a great many Canadians.

1‘facing farm implements, spraying material, 
cement and coal on the free list at the present 
session would be one of the most, popular moves 
the government could make. It would give 
relief to farm -rs, fruit growers, builders and 
iiliiiiufaeturers and consumers generally. The 
loss in revenue would be only a bagatelle 
compared . to I lie benefits. The industries 
affected have reached the stage where they . 
need no protection an 1 the g ivornni nit would 
be giving the people sum ■ guarantee that it is 
not hopelessly in the ^control of Special 
Privilege.

If Eastern Canada meant only the handful 
of people in the financial and industrial cen
tres who are fattening off the rest of Canada 
there might be some reason in I lie talk of 
arraying I In- East against the West. Hut 
there are more of tin- exploited class in the 
East than ill I lie West. ’They want to get the 
burden oil' I heir backs just as much as do the 
Western people.

Reciprocity in natural produces lias been 

tlie avowed policy of both tlie political par
ties in Canada since Confederation, yet when 
one party offers anything to the farmer the 
other ,party opposes il. Thus it is with the 
whole Farmers' Hill of Rights. Roth parties 
are opposed to giving the farmers very much 
relief, but what one party will give the other 
party is in duty bound to refuse.

Die reciprocit y agi....ment will bring the
Western farmer a higher price for bis wheat 
and barb-y and a lower price for bis farm im
plements. These advantages, if there—were 
no others, are sufficient to warrant the farm 
ers in supporting the agreement.

I lie Prairie Provinces are destined to tic 
the great training ground for Canadian poli- 
I ieians.

W e wish to t hank our Headers for their 
kindness in supplying us -witli"*copies of the 
issue of May 31 for our files
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