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extent of several hundred per
bappened  The railway commission gave a
ruling that the express companies might
charge 66 2.3 per cent. higher rates in the
Prairie Proviuces than in Eastern Canada.
I'here s absahitety no - justificationfor-such
and yet the

appointed

diserinmastion hoard of railway

presumably tor
that rul

cOMmiRRIOners

1 hie prirotection of 1 ‘,,‘,;,],, e

ing. — Certainly it is time that the Westerns
peaple hiad sowe representation upon the
COMMINRION Iis I8 a—move that™ should
reced the very strongest support from the
Wentern members of the House of Comman

and no daubt will when it is brought closely

to their attention,  This incident of express
rates merely indicates that even if the rail
vy commission—ts given all the power that
it s possible for them to have that a strong
pubilic opinion s still needed. The aim of

the railway interests is to éonfuse the com
mission as much as possible, and to feep
Ahem cmployed with teivial matters, so that
the great and important questions of rates
may not be dealt with,  In fact the railway
cormtisstan s never-debved-mto fhe freight
question to-amount to o anything, iy
heing Timited local and
The great underlying and
absolute

rite
chiel rulings
diseriminations
chithenltios
Ioven some of the most
important iformation secured by the ral
Wity as evidence inoopen court
from an official of the Canadian Pacific rail
wity a8 Lo the cost of operation, is withheld

Now, this s something that
There 1s no possible method

rates
fiandmmental e in
ly unexplored field

COMIssIOn,

frow the pubhie
should not he

of curing the rinlway extortion |:r;|n-||sw| n
this country so well as thorough publicity
T'he Canada
the cost of operation of the raillways and the
i information

,,“’,ll. mn fknow nothing about

palways refuse 1o give such

commission apparently has no
tigante the

ratlwiays

The ralway
hools and acceounts
whart

power Lo inve
ol the

mlormation

and to ascertiim just
i therr hands relative
Neither

a physieal valuation

‘.hulllt’ I

to cost of operation has the com

mssion power to talke

ol the ralways and to base the freight rates
npon the actual value of such properd)
which would secem to be cunnently fair. It
would he well i the commission was given

power-to digoanto the rinlway problem, and

to find ot gust where the trouble s, and to

remedy it oanstead of devoting soo mueh ol
therr time to matters that could he as well
attended to by less competent officials. The

Interstiat Commmeng Commission it

United States has power and has the neees

sary stall of ofliecials to anvestigate the busi
ness methods of the rallways The resalt
has heen the vrentest overhauling of th

\merican during the past
Few vears that has
the world, O}
15 not yet perfect, hat
that thit

rapacity ol the

ralway system
talken place anywhere n
\inerican
power in

over the

course, the Svstem
there s
has some control

which n

country

ritlways Canada

I8 not apparent. OF  course 1t must - he

horne tnomind that we should not procecd

too Tast Lalong raddlway regulation lines, not

for fear of frightening capital which s

hosh but hecause haste may bhe accompan
ied by ervors hard to undo.  But even with
this good advice at hand from the railway
compiantes, no o one will elamm that we are

controllimg our Canadian vanlways with such
endanger the whole
country The

devoting

headlong haste as to
ratlway
that the

inoogreal

svstem of th faet s

bhig rinlway companies are
amount ol enerey 1o
Parhaoment
T'he
operation ol the
Kind of
SA0.000 000

prevent thi

members of from checking thewr
which pre
ll|l|‘\nll

Pressur

|'l't-l||,|'-i-' grreed
vents
Iy

whieh
honds th

Pressure
government
ratlway s the sanuw
secured the guarantes ol
other day, St
prevents

receirvin g

and s the very

foree whieh our  ratlwiay

and
power whieh would compel the

COnmIsS

ston rogn exercising  the

rallwavs to
give the people o square deal. This matter

of |'\ll'lll‘ control ot l‘.ll|\\.|.\\ IS one ol lh
‘

il GRAIN GROWERS

1 ¥

face the big rallway

whi

g !
Canada

'!-lh',,“'l )

and they can

monopolists of

allord 1o
prevent ot b

today

spend huge smms of money to”
effecetive

commmission ol

conrng Certainly to

make the raillway Cianaday ol
priactical use in the control of railways there

1

strowdd  he several lipprovements made a

Ore
st full

power to investigate upon its own initiative

commmission should be given
into the entire business of the !';ll]\‘.;l}‘ coln
1ts own diseretion

should be
and authorized to take a complete and ac
curate  physical  valuation of the
of Canada and to base the freight rates upon

panres at

‘)

& The commission “Hn]ﬂ'l'.'."l"'ll

rathways

such valuation,

3 Triere should be at Western
men appointed upon the commission e
diately in orders that  the discerimination
against the West might cease,

). The commission should employ a suf

least two

ficient stafl’ of experts in order that they
may carry on their investigations all over
the country, and that the members of the

bhoard may dovote themselves only to mat-
ters of the utmost importance,

O, There should be the fullest publicity
siven to the facts securcd in investigations
to rallway matters in order that the-publie
might become thoroughly informed of the
rallway methods

A PIPE DREAM

The protectionists are endeavoring to hol-
ster up their case by every conceivable argu-
went, o the June number of Industrial Can-
ada, the official organ of the Canadian Manu
facturers’ association, appears the folloawing
cditorial sarticle reprinted from the Cianadian
Century, and heartily approved:
Gresson and other Freneh

In the
kid leather
the United

cighties
manufacturers were sending to

States $5.000 000 worth of O

leatlier, charging for it 60 cents por foot A
protective duty of 200 per cent, was put on
Gresson kid did not go to 72 cents per fool
It dropped to 45 cents and then to 310 cent

45 ecents and 30 cent Thousands, of men

from France and elsewhere were put to worl
in the kid factories of the Unired State Wi
protection worth while? Ja vl
FEngland, manufactured lining

factorie S,000

Cleghorn, of
for coats and
mpdoyed o hs men and
nited
tive tantl tnd the Cleghorn factorie wWiere
I'hiree
ment o the United States making coat lining

Mr., Cleghorn

et Fhi States*put on a prots

but up thousand wers 1 .n,”w

comment to o United State
Crguirer wa “You have the

)

men to keep your g

the case of men

thers Fhe largest
Finel manufacturer of ' lost SO per
nt. of | lisine vith the mited States
hen a duty was put on that iten What wa

the result? Latfore the tarill wa enacted
these gloves sold for $1.25 a pair. Afterward
the price was  $1 for the same glove

I'nited State

Pearl
buttons were imported into the
in immense quantitie \ protective tarifl was

put on and the banks of the Mississippi hun

med with the industry of many pearl bhutton
factories, The whole industry was transport

ed to the United States and the shells '\\lr;
N tor enerations valueless were turned into
articles of commerce And the price dropped
below what ot was hefore the tarnfl was put
Canndan cntern uron her ndustria
or Su lessons a% these from the United

Stat re lluminating

This is certainly “itlluminating.”” If these
statements are trae, and must admit they

look fishy, they form an unanswerable aren
ment n free trade I
proves vlill"!ll\l\l'l_\ that the cost of ;vr‘millv
tion was lower in the United States on all
of thes Then where would be the
sensis of a protective tariff, and why would it

favor of ,‘|'l\lll|]':‘

articles

he needed. We should like to have those
American manufacturers produced as exhi
hits to prove the correetness of the Stied o

ments made. They must be a peculiar hreod

to refuse when the law
No doubt
they were the last of their species, and their
philanthropy took them to an ear
Or perhaps when we pay ol Pt
vilnee on o cement on aees

to take rood money
expressly authorizes them to do so

rav
cent. ad
protection

ount of
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90 [Er cent
are really getting theg
This may be so and protection may

SO per eent. on boots and shoes ;
on blankets, ete, we

cheaper

e @ ood thine altep e Just s the carth
may be flat, but doubt it. If Industria
Canada will iy 1s i hist of Canadian made
articles enjoyving taritfl protection, that ape
sold more cheaply than they could be iln[u:]'l.
ed wnder frec trade we will be compelled

to-admit there is something in their argy
ment., 3

The

palgn waged by the

o
collapse of the anti-reciprocity camn.
[Tnited States Grange has

its lessons for all tarmers’

organizations. The
the Grange protested

withdrawn

belonging 1o
hiving protection from
them while it was still maintained upon many.
factured legiti-
mate demand and their campaign wius exep
influence in the United
The Grance, however, made its great

farmers
against
articles. This was quite a
cising considerable
Stites,
mistake in making an alliance with the bhig
and protected manufacturers.  The
men at the head of the cam-
piigning professedly for the welfare of the
farmers of the United States, but were in-
Hucnced and financed by the protected mang-
facturers, who knew that free trade in agri
cultural  products would bring ahout -the
downfall of protection. The facts here pres.
ented were brought out before a committee
of the U.S. Senate and the opposition of the
Grange to the reciprocity agreement has eol-
lapsed, beeause 1t was found that the Grange
was being used as a tool in the hands of the
combines, The trusts in Canada are just as
much opposed to reciprocity as in the United
States, and are spending their money in a
campalgn against the reciprocity agrecement
They dare not approach the organized farm.
ers, hut by financing speakers and subsidizing
the press, they are able to poison the minds
of a great many Canadians.

trusts

Girange were

Placing farm implements, spraying material,
cement and coal on the free list at the present
session would be one of the most popular moves
the government could make. It would give
reliecl to farmers, frait builders and
nianufacturers and consumers generally.  The
loss in revenue would be only a bagatelle
compared | to the benefits. " T'he  industries
affected have reached the stage where they
need no protection and the government would
be giving the people soms guarantee that it is
not |m|)"|1‘~\|_\' in “I"‘f'l)ll“’ul of 5[)“1'iill
Privilege.

Lrowers,

I Fastern Canada meant only the handful
of people in the financial and industrial cen
tres who are fattening off the rest of Canada
there reason in the talk of
the West., Dt
there are more of the n“‘.|r|n|ly-|l c¢lass 1n thi
Fast than in the West. “They want to get the
hurden off their backs ,i"" as much as do the
Western peopls

mirht be
st

SO

against

)

Reciprocity in natural ;vrmluw)~ has been
the avowed policy of both the ;nvhllw,‘xl par
ties in Canada sinee Confederation, yet when
one party offers anything to the farmer the
Thus it is with the
Bill of Rights. Both parties

are opposed to giving the farmers very mueh

other party opposes it.
who'e Farmers’
relief, but what one party will give the other
party is in duty hound to refuse

The reciprocit agreement will bring the
Western farmer a hivher price for his wheat
and barley and a lower price for his farm im
[AJIIH»HI\ there were
rarm

These advantages, if
no others, are sufficient to warrant the

ersn supporting the agrecment

The Prairie
the great training ground for Canadian poh
ticians

Provinees are destined to be

L
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