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few of her members know her teachings. I
began to look for the One, Holy, Catholic, and
Apostolic Church by the lights vouchsafed me
from God. I saw that unity of faith did not
consist in believing in a Pope or in a ptetended
uniformity of discipline.

History now rgvealed Rome to me as the
imperial patriarchate of the West, laying claim
to the empire of Christ's Church as pagan
Rome had claimed the empire of the earth.
The Eastern Church and the Anglican Church
T began $o regard with less fear, less prejudice.
I had studied their history and doctrines for
years, The accusations brought against them,
especially against the Anglicans, I saw were
the calumnies of bigotry. Reading the works
of leading Anglicans, I came closer to the
Catholic Church. The Anglican Church has
the noble, grand faith of the apostles, and she
makes religion and Christ dear to her people.
True, she prefers Christ and his feachings to
the Pope and his doctrines. In an unbroken
line she traces her bishopsto the apostles, and
does not make the Church consist of a few
bishops or cardinals or of a Pope,
but of Christ's people and ministers
united. . The calumny about Anglican orders
is beside our notice. Dr. Lingard shows up
the falsity of the accusation, that nowadays is
repeated only by the more ignorant and preju-
diced.

Two difficulties now stood in tny way. The
first was the charge that there is no unity of
faith in the Anglican Church ; but this I found
to be false, and now, from a fuller and better
knowledge, I know it to be false. The Angli-
can Church must not be confounded with all
that goes by the name Protestant, nor must
men, in speaking of her creed, represent-her by
the extravagances of those who being in her
are not of her. There are radical and unbeliev-
ing minds in the Anglican Church, just as
there are practical atheists and unbelievers in
Rome herself. .

The second difficulty was, that owing to
private judgment in the Anglican Church I
could not make an act of divine faith. Why
does Rome say so? Is not her own funda-
mental principle private judgment? Must not
Romanists use their private judgment, if they
reason at all, in making up their minds that
the Roman is the only true Charch? If they
do not exercise their private judgment in doing
80, how do they conclude to accept Rome? Is
it on the authority of Rome or of the Pope ?
But in examining this authority and its right
to dictate do not Romanists use their private
judgment? Or is there a special foregoing
and forcing grace that compels Romanists to
believe in Rome? Does not Rome herself
teach that non-Romanists in looking for the
true Church should use their private judgment ?
Does she not allow men to use their private
judgment in examining the authenticity and
genuineness of the Scriptures? Do not her
theologians use their private judgment in ex-
plaining decrees of councils and texts of Scrip-
ture, as is evident from the disputes about
certain canons in the Roman Church? Roman
teachers say Rome allows the use of private

judgment to those outside the Church in their
search for the Church, and if they honestly
follow the lights of mind and conscience they
are in the way of salvation, even though they
finally conclude to reject Rome’s claims. But
if one is born in the Roman Church, and exer-
cising his intellect and conscience, finally con-
cludes to reject Rome’s claims, then Rome
teaches that such a one is a heretic and in the
way of damnation! Using private judgment
concerning the whole Church and its doctrines
in a body, would it not, a fortissimo be strictest
logic to use it about individual doctrines ? The
use of private judgment is the root of all faith.
Private judgment conscientiously used and
energized by God’s grace is that which leads to
faith in God, His revelation, His Church.

My mind was fully resolved now to leave
the Roman Church, for I could not believe in
and preach her doctrines. I prepared to leave
her, but at the last moment I feared, and on
the advice of friends I sought a change of occu-
pation and undertook “missionary work. But
my faith in Rome was dead and I had not any
rest. At last I resigned my position, and after
some time was admitted into membership with
that branch of the Church which was on earth
before the Papacy, and was in Great Britain
long before Rome sent thither her missionaries.
For Rome I have nothing but respect andilove
for all the good that is in her, and a grateful
memory for the good she did me in leading me,
though against her will, into a truer, more
catholic, and more apéstolic Church, having
the doctrines and sacraments of Christ pure
and uncorrupted.

So much for the objective side of Christian-
ity as history presented it to my mind. As to
my inner experience of religious life in the
Anglican Church, I must say that it far sur-
passes anything I had hoped for; Christ and
His graces are nearer to my soul, and make
me more forgetful of self, more trusting in Him.
In the Roman Church I had no peace, no
happiness, no rest of soul. Where before all
was agitation, doubt, and uebelief, now all is
in affectionate repose, a full confidence, a holy
calm. As it is with myself so I find it with
all whom I meet.§ Faith and hope in,’and love
for, the Saviour of men predominate, where
before the figure and beauty of the Crucified,
and the grandeur of His teachings were
obscured. In Rome I met many devoutsouls;
since I left her I have met with holier and
nobler Christians, with more sublime ideas of
Jesus Christ and His teachings, and a more
practical and Christian observance of the virtues
His Gospel teaches. ’
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thinker, with a tendency to mysticism. Here are
some hundreds of his sayings, some very besutifal,
some suggestive, many as full of thought as sa
egg is of meat. He says, ‘‘ The point of contro-
versy in our churches now-a-days is whether we
are to have a historical christianity or a christian:
ity of sects.” ¢ It is alarming to see to what
degree of insipidity christianity may be reduoed;
especially by orthodox people.” ¢ How often we
find people considering as their insignia of heavén-
ly honor what are really crutches for their weak-
ness. * Still Hours " will prove rich mental and
spiritual entertainment for still hours—if such
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Lenten Service.—A large congregation assembled in
St. James' cathedral on the 27th March, when &
special Lenten service of a most interesting ob:
was conducted.~ The chief feature of the service W8
the choir's masterly rendering of Dr. Stainer’s
musio of * The Crucifixion.” This sublime 3
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don, and ite rendition of under the dir
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mausic being specially adapted towards representing
the most momentous incident in the history Of‘"
world. Rev. Canon Dumoulin followed with &8
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by Jane T. Stoddart. The name of Pastor Rothe .
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