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divine service It is one of the trials of life to 
those of musical taste, with some little knowledge 
of Ohnrch music, to be compelled to share in 
services that are arranged and conducted by 
organists who have no idea of the difference be 
tween mere sacred music and Church music. We. 
leoently attended a Ohnrch where the music war 
wholly and only engaged in by the organist and 
two singers I A friend with na said : •* I am so 
irritated that I should have been in a more de­
vout frame of mind bad I stayed in my room at 
the hotel ! ” We quite agree with the Church 
Times which says :

We notice that the members of the Guild are to 
be communicants This is a sensible provision, 
tor if a man will not observe the common life of 
the body in which he holds a responsible position 
he is not rt ally fit tooccnpy thepoeition. If the G iilo 
is to be a healthy power in the Obtrch, vs memben- 
mast themstlvt e receive power through th* 
channels of grace.

The office of the Guild, at present, is at 85 
Wellington St., Lon< on W C , to which address w* 
must refer our musical rea ers who wish to know 
more of the working of the Guild.

MBANRI.1N BAKER, Advertising Manager

LESSONS forSUNDAYS and HOLY-DAYS

October 9nd - SEVENTEENTH SU'DAY AFTER TRINITY. 
Morning—Jeren infc v. Eph IV.
Evening.- Jeremiah xxii. ; or xxxv. Luke v. 17.

THURSDAY, SEPT. 29, 1887.

The Rev. W H. Wadleigh is the only gentle 
man travelling authorized to collect subscrip 
tions for the “ Dominion Churchman ”

To Correspondents.—All matterfor publication 
in any number of Dominion Churchman should be 
in the office not later than Thursday for the fol 
lowing week’s issue.

Guild of Organists.—A step long projected 
has at last been taken by establishing in England 
an Organist Guild which has put forth the follow 
ing statement ol its objects :

“ The Guild of Organists is an association 
among members of the musical profession—memb­
ers of the Episcopal Church of England, Scotland, 
and Ireland, who desire, by mutual conference 
and counsel, and all legitimate means, to advance 
the cause ot Church music, and the truest interest 
of its professors. All that is practicable towards 
these ends will fall within scope of the guild, and 
the proceedings will include Ohnrch gatherings, 
meetings, lectures, and musical performances when 
these can be provided, whilst examinations, as a 
test of proficiency, are included in the schemes of 
the guild. It is hoped that the guild will tend to 
foster and preserve a high sense of the sacredness 
tod honour belonging to the vocation of organist, 
tod that it will prove valuable as a means of inter­
communication, and a Tiond of brotherhood be 
tween the musiciens of the Chnreh, and of elevating 
the status of their vocation.”

It would be well for Canadian organists to 
J^nge for a branch being established here. 
Irue, many who play our organs are not eligible at 
present,but the existence of this guild would do much 
to suggest to organists the desirability of becoming 
eligible. It would be a great advantage to the 
tmurch were her services engaged in only by her 
children, and the scandal be removed of one known 
t° be a dissenter, or a profane person, assisting in

Ecclesiastical Music —The Church Times asks, 
“ Who has not ex eneneed the direful want of 
training in voice pr< duotion amongst paroebia 
choristers ? Some of the very worst specimens of 
nasal and guttural noise makers we have met with 
have been under the care cf “ profess re” of mu-io, 
who coaid play the organ very well, but had little 
notion of what well taught boys and men can do 
with a few hints of the right sort on the manage­
ment of theij voices. Or take ecclesiastical music, 
we know that every age has its own taste in music 
of all kinds, bat if the leaders in village choirs had 
even a smattering of the history of ecclesiastical 
music, we should be saved the loss of many ancient 
treasures, and, what is even more desirable, be 
spared the infliction cf modern whimsicalities that 
ought never to find a place in choral worship. 
Hymnology may seem a superfluous study, but 
seeing how mneb influence a capable organist pos­
sesses in the choice of hymns, it is highly desirable 
that in all cases the influence should be exerted in 
accordance with educated taste and right judgment. 
Perhaps the knowledge of liturgical principles is 
difficult to define, bat any man with a spark of 
devotion within him is able to discern whether 
the organist’s mind is in harmony with the season 
and service. If it is not we pity the congregation, 
especially if the worshippers have been trained by 
preaching and ritual to understand the ebb and 
flow of joy and sorrow in worship. We have fre­
quently bad occasion to wish the organ silent 
simply for the reason that the performer there on 
bad never a soul for religion and could not under 
stand what devotion in music meant. We have 
heard of a travelling showman who, noticing that 
the andience contained many clergymen, and that 
hie assistant was not describing tbe pictures in a 
sufficiently appropriate style, said in an aside (not 
without a professional oath, to give force to his re­
mark) “ Put more religion into it, the house is 
cheek fall of parsons." That man knew hie busi­
ness, which is more than we can say for some of 
the un worshipping accompany ists of worship 
music,”

As a general rule, the less organists have to do 
with voice production the better, as not one in a 
thousand have the technical skill to do any good, 
and more, if a chorister’s voice has not a pleasant 
musical tone, it is a very rare thing to make it so 
by teaching. If the voice is inharmonious with 
other voices it is unsuitable for choir work, and no 
drilling will alter its tone quality.

The Bishop oz Niagara on Church Wob-hiz — 
At a service bell at Charlottetown, P E I, in 
commemoration of the centenary of the Colonial

Episcopate, the Bishop of Niagara preached. The 
Biphop was preceded to the pulpit by cross-bearer* 
in girdled alb, chaplain, Rev. J. Simpson, bearing 
pastoral staff, and two boys in purple cassocks and 
girdled albs. In his sermon, his lordship referred 
t> the mistakes and shortcomings of the Church in 
Canada during the lasthundred years, particularly 
in allowing the education of youth to pass ont of 
ber bands and become secular, in closing the 
churches from Sunday to Sunday, and in conform­
ing her worship as near as possible to the sects 
around her, so that she could hardly be distinguish­
ed from them. Now, however, things were getting 
hater, the worship of the Lord in the beauty of 
Dullness was being restored, in many churches the 
daily service was said and in some the daily sacri­
fice offer « d. in a vast msj rity there was at least a 
we* kly Eucharist. Si-tt-rhoods hospitals, schools 
and collegia were springing up, and G d was in- 
d* ed blessing Ler, ah hough she bad so little 
«I* served it, an in thi-* ihe commencement of her 

ec*>nd century she w»h b-ginnine to take the posi- 
t ou hh- sh- ul.i tak* as the Onurcli of God.

Af er the sermon * Ou ward Ouris ian Soldiers” 
was subg, while tbe procession went down the 
south aisle and np the centre in order. Returning 
to the sanctuary a solemn Tt De • m was snog 
bef re the altar, and the service closed by the Bis­
hop giving tke hem diction, ht lding the pastoral 
staff.

The Bishop of Niagara spoke wisely, oar services 
have been, yet are, far too much afterjthe sectarian 
type. Had we no liturgy this might be best, but 
onr liturgy causes an essential difference between 
our form of worship and that of the sects. They 
are free to close any part of their service any mom­
ent, we are not, and we cannot spring sensational 
passages on congregations as dissenting ministers 
do to create liveliness. Every plant has its own 
istmetive habits and will not thrive if forced into 

alien ones. The Church of England has not 
thriven in Canada because of efforts to conform 
her to dissent.

Bishop Ryle on Eduoati n.-—In a recent 
andreea, Dr. Ryle said :—“ The age in which we 
live is not one in which tbe Ohnrch can afford to 
neglect the religious instruction of her children. 
The stimulus of every kind which secular education 
is receiving at the present time ought not to be 
forgotten, and we mast take care that tbe religions 
instruction of our children does not lag behind. If 
tbe boys and girls who eome to onr schools are not 
thoroughly armed with a knowledge of Ohriatiaqfeith 
and practice, and with a solid acquaintance with 
the Bible, and with the Prayer-book end formula­
ries of the Oburch of England, we must not be 
surprised if they are tossed about with every wind 
of doctrine when they leave school, and are lost to 
tbe Obnrob of England, and too often to Christi­
anity altogether."

—That which seems our affiliation is often onr 
blessing, God, like a good physician, not giving ns 
that medicine whieb is most pleasant, but that 
which is best. If advertisy bas destroyed thou­
sands of souls, as some say, prosperity has been 
tbe eanse of the overthrow of tens of thousands. 
Many there are who wonld choose the wealth of a 
Dives ratner than the faith of a Lésants.

—“ The Christianity which is now and here­
after to flourish, and through its power in the 
inner circle* of human thought to influence ulti­
mately in some meaner more powerful than now 
the mass of mankind, must be filled foil human 
and genial warmth, in close sympathy with every 
instinct and need of man, regard fol of the just 
title of every faculty of bis nature, apt to associatq 
with and make its own all good whatever in htot* 
which goes to enrich and enlarge tbe patrimony of 
onr race.—Right Hon. W. E. GladtUmt, M. P.


