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GENERAL READING.

A GREAT CHEMICAL DIS-
COVERY.

A great discovery in chemistry is
by

Prof. Mormwman Lockver,
astorished the scientific

claimed

which bhas
warid, and which, if his claim proves
‘correct, will entirely overthrow all the
theories of ¢ 2;-'lui\fl'_&‘ at present accept-
ed. The matter was formally presented

to the Frencl: Acadeaay of Sciences at
its last sitting. It produced a great
sensation among the savants,  The
substance of his discovery 1s stated as

follows :—
In o serics of investigations, extend-
ing over some vears, into the nature of
i » sun, of other celestial

1 £

bodies, aud f artificial spectra ol dit
ferent simyple c at various deorees

i
of temperature, Lockyer has ar-

n that a:l the ele-

nizZed by Clieliists

wor less than hvdro-

worid 1
formed.
the stan
tam o1t

(‘]' menta
only

turc

colder

compounds.

cre@test anxiely

C(nl:t‘]d.\i )ILS.

the announcement is sufficient to excite
great astonishment, as 1t is utterly op-
pused toall our preconceived notions of

the chemistry of the universe, and very |
makes us think that the

naturally
ancient astrologers, with their nrotions
of the transmutation of wetals, were
not such visionaries after all as they

have been geucrally considered<-only |

they turucd-their efforts in a wrong
direction,

~ D o wanl

CONCENTRATE YOUR EFFORT.

When Agassiz was asked to give his

opinion on a question in chemistry, he |

“I am nochcm-

ist,” was his only reply. This resolute

concentration of his power in a few |

well-defined channels was one of the
secrets of his eminence. In this age,
when knowledge goes on adding pro-
vince after province to her vast empire,
one can hope t» explore but a little
space. :
versal conquerors.  Goethe and Hum-
boldt bave left no successors, and if
they themselves were to return, they

could not possibly take the positions |
Half the intellectual |
failurcs comes from a lack of definite

they once held.

aim and an unflinching devution to
some special pursuit.  Whea so many

interesting fields of enquiry are open it |

requires a Romau fortitude of mind to

‘puiposely give up all save one or two.

But ti:is is precisely what vou must do
if you mecan to make your power tellin
the world., To coueentrate is to master
something eventually, while to diffuse
your time and energy is to acquire a
great mass of imperfeet knowledyge, and
to lJ("<l >'1:wl't‘1('ilk”_\' a luU]iiUlilc ot dis
conuected facts.  There isn’t a part of
the human body, or a branch of any
science, upon which one could not viwu:i
a hfe-time of work, and yet leave much
untouched.
died lamenting that he had not confined
his work to the definite artiele, instcad
of taking up in addition the indelinite,
avd so leaving both incomplete, 1s an
exuuple of what 1s demanded of one
who means to master any one ti;;n‘:.
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THIE AFGHANISTANS.

The Greek scholar who

In their government and customs
they resemble other Mohammedau na-
tions, but though proud of their devo-
tion to Islam, they do not hesitate to
brek all its laws when their inclinations
prowpt them, notably m their large
consumption ol iutoxicating litillul‘;.
In character the Afghan 1s bigoted aud
revengeful.  Iis treachery is prover
bial in the East, and hardly less notor-
ious 1s his readiness to ] )in in [‘IU'.IQIL‘Y
or murder.

Their marriage customs arve similar
to those of most Mohammedan coun

tiles ; wives are purchased and regarded |

as property ; a wan warties the widow

of his deceased brother, and it is a |
mortal affront for any other man to |

taks Ler to wife. Polygamy is permit-
ted, but not largely practiced, the poor
}iali):l)r both in the household and in the

There are no longer any uni- |

Education is conducted
| the conterminous countries, the children
| of the poor are taught by a moollab
| (schoolmaster) to read the Koran and
say their prayers; the rich employ pri-

vate tutors, white students intended for |

the learned professious go to collezes.
Literature is at a verv low ebb. The
Pooshtoo language is an origival st ck,
embracivy a good deal of Persian, with
some Zend and Sanskrit words, and the
character used in writing it 1s the
Niskee form of th: Persian Alpbabet.
Very few words of repute exist in the
]a.n;:'u:tgc. The Afgzoans are all Mobam-
medans of the Soonce persuasion, but
they are very tolerant of otuer faiths.
Christians sustam neither persccution

.
nor reproach ; they being called people

of the book, as deriving their tenets from
a Wwritten source,
themsclves respect.  The Atghaus are
very social in their habits, thay delight
in dinner parties : are foud of listen-
il".{ to songs sunz to an :L«ccmn5»;11111:;0:11
of ;;Uit\u;, fiddles, and hautboys; and
to the marvelous fairy tales of the
's.  They smoke

suulf.
rin the

i)Z'(v‘.terwL:L! storv-teliers.

a oreat deal and  take mucl

Thev are also fond of eng

chase, : Is of sports, and they

habitually train cocks, quails, rams,
X cnaage

fie)os
1

¢ of him who sings

ta smuttten

meh s tremblinge

blown :
The patient oz
What hand its passive

I cannot gn

ny \ . | K, (e ]
Though wish, resolve, and :

Is moved by undreawed forees sull;
And no man measwes 10 oaGvauce
His strenuth with untried civeumstane

As streams take hue fiom shade and «

As runs the life the song must run ;

Buat glad or sad, to his good ¢nd

God grant the varying notes may tend !
e s - o

A RITUALISTIC HYMN.

(From the London correspondent of te
“ North British Mail.”

When the late Dr. Guthrie made a !

tour of the Ritualistic churches in Len-
don a few ycars ago, he declared that
| the most of the men he saw- in those
places were just like the pictures of
| them given n Punch, persons whose
| poor physiques and retreated foreheads
were indicative of small intelligence.
The state of mental imbecil'ty to which
some of them have sunk is indicated by
| the fact that in the Christmas and New
| Year’s services at St. Stephen’s in
Rochester Row, Westminister, a church
| founded by the Baroness Burdett
Coutts, the following was amonyg the
bymns sung by the adult congregation :

“ Juseph was an old wman,
An old man was he;
He mariied sweet Mary,
And a virgin was she,

*“ As they went a walking
In the gavden so gay
Maid Mary spied cherries

Hangng over yon tree.

: :\l;n'_\' said to J '.\31'1)‘31
With her sweet lip so wild,
Pluck these cherries, Josepb,
. For to give to my child,

‘¢ Ol ?‘l“':l,‘ x'u'p‘iivﬂ} .IU\"{PEA.
With woids su unkiad,

* 1 will pluck uo cherries
Fo: o give to l‘!vy Child.

* Mary said to chierry

Tue uppermost sprig then
) .
Bowcd down to her knee;
*Thus you may see, Juseph,
These cherries ave for wme.’

O eat yo r cherries, Ma
Oh eat your cherries, now;
Ou cat yvur cherites, M 1y,
That grow upon the bough.
The hymn contains seven verses more
of the same cbaracter. To show that
there are lower depths still in Ritua-
lism, the Christian World of this week

relates the following anedote, for the |

truth of which it%ays it is prepared to
vouch :—A Loudon artisan,

| asked her what she was taught there ;

| and all he could get out of the little |

one was, \\b_‘\ [h.)w'.' took me into a
a dolly !

was an idol they made this Engclish
child “bow down -unto,” though no
doubt, like the Hindoo in the Times,
they would protest it was not to * wor-
ship” it. We should like to know

\\}11)\(‘ !
child had beeu sent by her mother to a |
neighboring Ritualistic Sunday School, |

dark room, and made me kneel before |
We suppose doll is a play- |
ful coutraction of 1dol; at all events it |

moch as in | what a sensible lady like the Baroness

| Coutts thinks of the use that is being
made of her church in Westmianster ;

| and we would further ask bow long
this Protestant nation will suffer these

| absurdities and such manifest i\l'rh'tr.v

| to be practised in its name and with
the autbority of the State*—Belfast

Weelkly News.
’ o —

' ORIGIN OF THE HYMN “ABIDE
WITH ME.”

As mauny of our readers do not know
the origin of these beautiful lines, and
wany have never seen thewm, we think
tlw.\"\vill be of interest:

In ‘the autumn of 1847, the Rev. Mr.
| Lvte was advised to go for a time to

which the natives |tpe south of France, inthe hope that'a

warmer climate would strensthen his
| failing health. Before leaving Euvlaund
he wished once more to preach to bis
people.  His famly fc;m‘nl what the
‘ ;’(‘sm[ of such an effort might be, L‘m
{ h and was able to go
throurh with the service. He knew
t

hat he was preaching for the last tune,

e gently insisted,

Land his scrmon waa full of solemn and
tender appeas to those whom be ha
gu ded an : )
At the end of the service Le retired ex

bodv, -but with his soul

. 1
Ly on that S.aviour whom

hiusted 1n
|
celly I'es
oyl . \
be had pread TRt
\s the evenine drew on, he banded

i
| w1 r
Iollowiny

hed with his dying breath.
: "

{
a member of his fawily the
peautiful hymop, which he had just

written :

helpers fail, and cowmfo:

Help of the & Ipless, ob, abide with me!

Swift 1o its ¢loze ebbs out life's little tl.ly.

Barth's joys zrow dim, its glories pass
away .

) . :
re and deecay in all around T see
:

su who changest not, abide with

ief olance I beg, a passing word,

i

Theu dwelt with Thy disciples, |

]A 1]'&},
Fawiliar, condescending, patient, fiee,
Comg, not to sojourn, but abide with me !

Yome not in terrorsas the King of kinges ;

But kind and good, with healing in Thy
wiags;

Tears for all woes, a heart for every plea :

Come, Friend of sinne:s, and thus abide
with me!

Thou or “my head in early youth didst
suTile,

| And though rebellious and
meanwhile, ‘

I)L’l'\'( I'sc

i need Thy presence every passing hour ;
What but thy grace can foil the tempter’s
ower P
Who like Thyself my gaide and stay can
be ?
Througzh cloud and sunshine, oh, abide

witnh me !

I fear no foe with Thee at hand to bless,
Ills have no weight, and tears no bitter-
ness ;

Where is death’s sting ? where, grave. thy |

victory ? '
I triumph still, if Thou abide with me.

Hold then Thy cross before my closing
eyes, ’

Shine through the gioom and point me to
the skies :

Heayen’s morning breaks, and carth's |

vain shadows flee ;
In life and death, O Lord, abide with me.

This was his last hymn on earth.—
Ile reached Nice, and shortly after his
spirit entered into rest. He pointed
upward as be passed away, and whis-
pered, ¢ Peace, joy!” Thus he went to

| abide .forever with Him who bas de-
clared it to be his divine will that his
followers be with him where he is, that
they may bebold his glory,—Tanes of
‘ 1&’!_”/1'"/11./’:,’.
A PRAYER FOR NEW YEAR.
O Ld, God of heaven gud earth, ws
[ beseech Thee, to look down 1n werey on
all mankind; and opzan the eyes of their
| understanding to know and consider, that
| they cannot become converted to b trae

’ M 4 + . 1 xr - <
Christiaus and beiwrs of eternal glory; cx-

cept they us: the talents thou bast given

them, as thou requirvest them to do, by thy
Holy Woud.

For by the light which lighteneth every

| wan that cometh into the world ; one of

the first steps towards conversion to God,

is to pay a strict attention to truth and

| justice, in all the common affairs of life,

without any shadow of deception. For

| by truth in the heart, it is preparing the
[ heart for the seed of Divine truth, to fall

t+
t
yod ground, aosd to bring forth

= to
int g

g
abundantly some 30,60 and a hundred
fold; and tolead us to bec.m:
loyal and royal subjects of Kine Jesus,

| the King of truth.

justified

For Moses tells 'us, God is a God of
| truth and without iniquity, just and right
(is he. And David says, The Lord is a
God of truth; and he desireth truth in the
inward parts. And he that walketh up-
rightly, and worketh righteousness, ‘and
speaketh the truth in his heart, shall dwell

truth, which will guide us mto all trath,
from faith to faith, in Jesus Christ th

I
] instructed for many years.

Thou hast not left. me, oft as I left thee; |
On to the close, O Lord, abide with me ! |

| ficers of the church.

7 |
! with the Lord: for all the paths of tbe |
| Lord are mercy and truth, unto such as

keep his testimonics.
And Jesus Christ says to us, If ye con-
tinue in my word ye shall know the trath

(tbat is divine truth), and the truth shall |

make you free, (that is free from the bond-
age v.f Satan.) And if the Son shall
wake us free, we shall bo free indeed. For
be is the trutb and the life. And he w 11

: W
give us the Holy Comforter, the Spint of

1
t »

Son of God.
O Lord sanctify us thro

for thy word is truth ; and gt

{ we remain here below, t continue faithful

unto the end, worshipping Thee 1n spirit
and in truth. in the inner man; for Jesus

Chyeist our Saviour and
Amen.
At the

'8
ey

£ I .*!:

story,” said a

vouth to bis teacher.

instruction ; I cannot bear preaching.”
“Listen, then, saitd the teacher.

‘A w terer  filled  In ravelling

1 rueved throuy the snuline, fortile
fields. Instead of poecking the fraits
which nature hese ofl { for tl .
found 1t
more conventent H f the | rovis
sions which he ith him., He

soon reache:d the desert.—Atrer jour

vore -
It I't

freshment of the traveller, he

neying onward for a few davs, his
whole store of food was exhausted,
He now bevan to wail and lament, tor
nowhere sprouted a Llade of erass;
everything was covered with burning
sand. After suff ring for two long
days in torments of hunger and thirst
h\‘ ¢ \pil‘ml.”

“1t was foolish in him,” said the
youth, “to forget that he had to cross
the desert.”

“ D> you act more wisely 2
the teacher 1n av earnest tone ;o Y you
are setting forth on the journey of this
life, & journey that leads-to eternity.
Now is the time when you should seek
after knowledge, and collect the trea-
sures of wisdom ; but the Libor affrights
you, and you prefer to trifle away the
sprinatide of your years amid useless
and childish pleasures. Coatinue to

asked

act thus,  and you will yet, upon the

journey of life, when wisdom and virtue

| fail vou, fare like that hapless wander-
| er.—Student and Schoolmale.

e ——
A SUNDAY MORNING WITH
THE QUAKERS.

: FROM OUR PERIPATETIC CORRESPONDENT

(From the. London Methodist.)

In the ordinary course of my wander-
ings, I went to one of the ¢ Friends’”
meeting-houses on a recent ** First-day
(Sunday) worning.”  Where the par-
ticular “ meeting-house” in question is
gitugted 1s quite immaterial, one ser-
vice being very much like another, The
Friends are opposed to ecclesiasticism
in any form; yet, despite all ther

| efforts, they are not altogether suc.ess-

ful in preventing the ioterior of their
mceting-houses from having a some-
what *‘ churchy” appearance. At the

| mecting-house I attended the seats con-

sisted of polished pine forws with
Lacks, and at the top of the room was
a raised gallery of three tiers, occupied,
I presume, by the elders aud other of-
There was a gal-
lery round three sides of the building,
which added considerably to its cecle-
siastical appearance.  As most people
are aware, a cruel custom is in vogue
among these Christians —husbaunds and
wives, brothers and sisters; lovers, and
other friends of both sexes, may walk
together to the door, then they have to

separate, the males eccupying one side |

of the building, the females the other.
(I wmay here observe that the seats were
cushioned on the femate side only.) I
next noticed that the men kept therr
hats on—most of them just long enough
to waintain the right, but some kept
tl vl thirough the service, except
And the short,
customary 1n most

altogether dispensed

tlr-ur on
during public prayer.
silent prayer,
churches, was
with,

‘““ Silence reigned supreme” for about
a quarter of an hour after the stated
time for commencing the service, then
a sister offered a simple prayer asking
for forgiveness for the past, expressing
thanktulness for all mercies, and des r-
ing a blessing upon the servie., (I
sbould add, during the prayer all stood
up.) After anothier sileut iuterval a
brother arose and repeated from memo-
ry the words :  “ For if our heart eon
dema us, God is greater than our b
and knoweth all things, Beloved, if
our heart coudemn usju':t, zh-;n' hx.,u"«i
we confidence towards God” (1 John
i1, 20, 21,), and spoke for a few min-
utrs upon them.  Another long pause
followed, and then a brother in the
centre of the room prayed in an al.
most inaudible manner. A long full
stop: then a brother rose, and said hLe
bad been” much impressed by these
words, ““And tbere followed Him a

i
LiL,

| verses of this psalm:

certain’ young man, having a ligeg

| cloth cast about his naked body ; anq

the young men laid hold on Him Apq
he left the linen cloth, and fled frog
them naked.” He had wondered, he
said, what the corumentators had said
about these words, and wnat Iin-_\' Were
in the original tongue ; they seemed to
bim to wean that people commence ] to
follow Corist in haste, avd leave Him
ibruptly ; tbat there should be calm.
ness and deliberation in al we do. He
spoke for a short time in this strain,
An azed sister then engazed in praver
in a very calm and thoughtful manney
A sister then spoke for a short time
upon Johu xiv. 21, quoting other kig.
dred passages. A brother spoke very
well npon 2 Tim 1. 3, 4, in conjunctioy
with Rom. viii. 1. After a long pause
one of the brethren who had \‘{'”]\"‘l;
pray d that God weuld autde the C N
cil of Parliament aright in all its delj.

\notiier pause ensued, and

berations.
then one of tbhe brethren on the plat-
form shook hands with one of the sis.
ters, and the service was at an end It
lasted IIUH"A_\ an bour and a half, Ihlr_

his time tour

would not e: SCIVICey

v the ofien trigid mectings of the
' \‘.‘n'[

do, that they are fundamentally wrong
: : ug

(
Y3

1'J'Lt‘l.il~. even
n rejecting a stated mioistry, the sae-
ramcents, and public praise expressed
son.,

I coula not he 'r noticinge that * the
spivit of the age,” so called, has atfeet-
ed the Kriends.
elderly fadies wore the old coal-s uttle,

l
or sugar-scoop bounets, I only noticed
i

Whilst most of the

one young laay- who had not fallen a
victiim (?) to the vagaries of modern
fashion.  So 1t must be. Nharply de.
fined angles of distinction et rubbed
swooth trom coustant friction with the
views of that larger number who are
cqually good, but not so peceuliar,  Z,

v —

GOD’S MEASURE A BLISSSING.

Read the 103rd psalm, and mark how
the psatmist bids us “ rorgev nut il hie
benefits.”  Some ofi2 has said we cans
not remember them all, but we must
not torget them all—they are too nu.
merous to keep them all in mind, but

let us keep some of them in miod,

Observe five things, in 3rd, 4th and 5th
(1.) “He for-
giveth all thine iuiquities.”  (2.) “ He
healeth all thy diseases.” (3.) “He

| redeemeth thy life from destruction.”

(4.) “He crowneth thee with loving
kinduess aud tender mercies.’” But
there are very many crowned heads
that are still not satisficd. (rod, there.
fore, does more, (5.) “Ile satisfieth
thy soul. What more can we have than
that ?
- -

Work ror 11.—Ruskin never said a
trucr thing than this: “If you want
knowledge you must toil for it ; and if
pleasure you must toil for ir.”  Toil is
the law. Pleasure comes through toil,
and not by self-indulgence and indo-
lence. When one gets to love work his
life is a happy one. Said a poor man
in Brooklyn the other day, with a fam-
ily of cleven to provide for, *“ If I were
worth a million doltars I should not
wish to do mueh dufferent from what Ldo
now every day, working hour after hour.
[ love it a thousand times hetter than
rest.”  II- has for nearly half a century
been surrounded by workers, and has
got the spirit of industry. e loves
lnis ‘-‘.'ul']\‘ as ]l y loves his er'l and .~'!~‘!.'p-
Heis h tppy Who has conquered laziness
once and forever!

-

Much of the happiness of 1ife I 'nds
on our outward demecanour. W have
all experienced the charim of ven'l» and
corteous couduet; we have heen drawn
irresisttbly towards those who are af-
fable, and sympathetic in their demean-
our. The friendly grasp, the warm
welcomoai the cheery tone, the eneodr 15
ing word, the l"*]t"(‘?ftlf miner, bear
no small share uincreasing the Joy of
life, while the wustere tone, the sterd
rebuke, the sharp and acrid remark, the
cold and indiffercut manuer, the curk
and disrespectful air, the su] erciilious
and scornful bearing are respousible for
more human distress, desper, and woe
than their transient natures niizht geem

to warrant.
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‘Ik

tion;

{ .o and

selline all : \over
hurry; but ;vl-.'.u} frive wioak 1head.
do next day. Have your rainy day and
your clear day work designed hef ‘r-h.':xll.
Always bring into 1q full
means for compassing the de-ied end. 1}1
short, study and understand your buste
ness, and you will enjoy it and tiaive o8

1
Know in the evening what you wtend t9

r
!

ition  the

| it—Cincinnati G :z.
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