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THE CATHOLIC CHURCH IN
AMERICA.

The meeting of the Plenary Council in
Baltimore during the closing weeks of
the year of grace 1554, was sn event too
important and significint not to attract,
especially among an inquiring and intel-
ligent people like the Americans, very
earnest and general attention, 'The
gathering together of so many represen-
tative prelates, rulers of churches from
the Golden Gate to Plymouth Rock, and
from Santa Fe to Toronto, was an event
altogether without parallel in the history
of the Awmerican nation, Churches as
old as that of St
able as that of Baltimore, as mighty as
that of New York, as progressive as that
of Chicago, as youthful as that of Man-
chester, as honored as that of St, Paul,
and more than half a hundred others,
were all represented at that Plenary
Council. Provinces as rich as Louisiana,
and golden California ; commonwealths
renowned in history, such as the Virgin-
ias and Maryland; countries as fair as the
Empire State, and its mighty Canadian
rival, the beautiful and promising land
of Ontario ; great industrial centres like
those of Massachusetts and Pennsyl-
vania; regions of untold wealth of soil
and products, such as Illinois, and the
“land  of the Dacotah ;'
ver-bearing  Lills of Colorado, and
Nevada, and the boundless plains of the
great Southwest, all hal their spokes-
men at Balti-
more, There were there, the Lrishman,
the German, the Scotehman, the French-
man, the Spaniard, the Italian, the
Amwmerican, and the Canadian races, the
very whose representatives
carried the mind back to an antiquity
revered for its sanctity aund renowned
for its chivalry, Never before did the
New World witness an assembly so
august and so influential, It was felt
for the first time that Catholizism was a
mighty force in this new land, mighty in
its organization, mighty in its numbers,
mighty in its learning, mighty in its
sanctity and sanctifying influences and
faculties. The number of Catholics in
the American republic has been var-
iously estimated, some placing it as high
as thirteen and others as low as five mil-
lions. The total population of the
United States is now about fifty-five
millions. As the decennial census gives
no returns of the religious creeds of the
population, the numerical strength of
the various denominations must be
inferred from the figures which they
themselves collect, A Catholic directory
places the whole number of Catholics
m the United States in 1882 at 6,880,-
0005 but this directory shows no data

Augustine, as vener-

' the sil-

the Catholic Council of

names of

from which such a result can be drawn.
‘i'he fact is, that in a new country
like the United States, with a constantly
shifting population, it is impossible for
the Church authorities to arrive at any-
thing like an accurate fizure of the num-
ber of their An eminent
statistician of this country has favored us
with his views on the subject of Catholie
population in the United States, He
gives the whole number at

adherents,

ik
() (K
11,500,000,

made up as follows :

Catholics  of Irish  origin - 8500000
s French ¢ 800,000
g German % 1,500,000
1 Spanish ¢ 150,000
o Polish 4 300,000

lics,” not even complying with the re-
quirement of one confession and com-
munion a year, But because they are
baptized and are not formally excom-
municated, they are held tobelong to the
Church, In point of fact, the Roman
Catholic Church loses a great many
members by the emigration from Europe
to America. We have known both
Irishmen and South Germans who never
crossed the threshold of a church after
they came to this country, In many
cases their children became attendants
at Protestant Sunday-schools, their par-
ents remaining quiteé indifferent, yet both
parents and children would be counted as
part of the Roman Catholic population,
unless they connected themselves for-
mally with some Protestant body.”

The Catholic Church has indeed been
a eufferer in its membership through
mixed marriages and public schools, but
the extent of its losses is by no means as
great as the American would have us be-

GERMAN COLONIZATION,

The colonization schemes of Germany
have attracted very general enquiry and
very close attention, The lands lately
acquired by Germany are, the Pilot
assures us, of enormous extent and in.
calculable value, both as colonial posses-
sions and strategical points. Our eon.
temporary is of opinion that the terri-
tories acquired by the German govern-
ment in Africa must prove a check, and
remain a standing menace to Britain,
and that the extension of British sway
in the direction of the Orange river 1s
effectually stopped. “Henceforth,” says
our Boston friend, “every new step will
cross a dangerous barrier and ring a war
bell in Europe.”

Agra Pequena, which Germany has
annexed, is an important range of coast
in southwest Africa, while in the south-
east that power lays claim to a tiact of
land involving a protectorate over, if
not the annexation of Zululand. Bis-

lieve, The Church in America was not,
we may say, till now provided with ade-
quate means of throwing the mantle of its
gpiritual protection over the thousands
of emigrants annually cast on the shores
of the New World, The Church is now,
however, in a vastly different position,
She has within a few years shown a
mighty power of organization, consolida.
tion and extension of forces, She has
not resorted to any questionable means
to swell her membership, She lays no
claim to those who have been cut ofi' by
her own judgment or their own individual
action from her membership. She claims
as her children those only who of right
belong toher,
ization in the United States which has a
bona fide membership at all approaching
that of the Catholic Church, The Epis-
copalians outside the cities and larger
towns are too weak in numbers for
notice. The Maothodists and
Baptists, strong in the rural districts,
where much ignorance and fanaticism yet
prevail, claim a total membership of 7,-
280,428, But when consideration is given
to the character of this membership,
emotional and unstable, it will at once
be seen that these bodies have not the
strength they assume, and whatever of
strength they now possess they are cer-
tain to lose in a very great measure, at
least, in the dread strauggle with iufidel-
ity.

The American is good
mark that “the

There is no church organ-

gpecial

enough to re-
Itoman Catholic popu-
lation, if it were disposed to united polit
ical action, would be unable to exert an
influence proportional to its numerical
strength, because of its distribution,”
[t then proceeds to say that “itis quite
trus that there are Roman Catholics
whose ecclesiasticism is so strong as to in-
duce them to put sectarian feelings
The
English nobleman who said in Parlia-
ment, ‘call me an Englishman if you

above and before anything else.

was a sectarian of a very dangerous type

they cared for

which wise men would exclude it,

them, are not of this type,”

the American, is indeed surprising.

a good citizen. The clos

tain he is to be a faithful ecitizen,

than the Catholics,

Nee, none more cordially desirous of see-
its just privileges respected,

of all Catholic. The Ameri

all other origimms, 250,000

1 Iy., 0,000
These figures are based on emigration
returns and other reli

e data and are,
in our estimation, as nearly correct as
any we have seen quoted. The number
of German Catholies may be here under,
and that of French Catliolics overrated,
but on the whole, the correctness of the
figures will stand the severest criticism,

The American, in an article on the
“Strength of the Catholic Church,” pub.

lished last spring, did injustice to the

Church in many ways, but especially by

seeking to underrate its numerical

strength,  “The American
.

churcheg, as a rule,” says that Jjournal,

other

“report the number of their ‘communi-

cant &
such distinction.

persons, however young, as

members” This body makes no
It claims all baptized
Church

not true that the atmosphere of the
Roman Catholic Church necessarily pro

duces a subserviency to clerical demands

Like others
Catholies are not insensible to the in

of whatever character.

fluence of the public opinion arounc
them,”

This must be very reassuring to the

ultra-Protestants who scent “Romish’
influence and intervention from afar
The time will come when all calling them
selves Christians and have any faitl
glad to have so well-organized, so power
ful and 0 numerous a body as the Catho
lics of America, to check the tides o
impiety and of infidelity that are certair
to sweep over the republic, The Pastora
of the Fathers of Baltimore proves o

members, and it retains themon the lists | oo,

all their life, unless they have been dis-
tinctly excommunicated or refused the

sacraments, They may be ‘bad Catho.

e ——

Our book reviews are again unavoid
ably held over,

please; but call me first of all a Catholic,’

It all Roman Catholics were like him, if
little else than their
church, we certainly would regard them
as a very dangerous element in any free
state. With such feelings they could but
carry church influence into fields from
But
the Roman Catholics of America, and
more especislly the Irish element among

Suchlanguage,coming from ajournal like
The
Catholic who 1s ugfa Catholic first, and
an Irishman, an Englishman or an Amer-
ican after—is neither a true Catholic nor
r any Catholic
adheies o the teachings of his Church in
the discharge of his duties, the more cer-
Dur-
ing the civil war America had no citizens
more faithful, devoted or self-sacrificing
As far as the Irish
in America are concerned, there are none

Ing its prerogatives acknowledged and
The Irish
in America are amongst the best of
L American citizens because they are first
concludes
with the solacing statement that “it is

whatever in that sacred name, will be

itself that the Catholic Church is the only
| organization able to cope successfully
with the mighty legions of the common

marck 18 likewise credited with a design
on the Zanzibar country, a very ambitious
project indeed.

The German acquisitions 1n the South
Pacific include the whole of the unap-
propriated portions of North New Guinea,
portions of the Admirally Islands ; New
Britain ; the Duke of York's Islands ;
New Ireland ; New lanover; Marshall
leland and Anderson Island. The very
names given these new countries clearly
indicate what power it was that first
claimed them, but has now had to bow
before Germany's bold
policy of
New Britain is said to be about 300 miles
long and almost as large as Ireland, fer-
tile and beautiful, and inhabited by a
strong negro race, New Ireland, the
name of which the I'loi suggests that
Germany should change, lies to the
northeast of New Britain, It is about
200 miles long, richly wooded and enor-
mously productive. The Admiralty Is-
lands, about 40 in number, lie to the
northeast of New Guinea, They are, says
the Pilot, spoken of by Captain Carteret,
who says they ‘‘are of considerable ex-
tent ; one in particular would alone make
alarge kingdom, I called them the Ad-
miralty Islands, , . They are clothed
With the most beautifal verdure: the
woods are lofty and luxuriant, inter-
spersed withspots that have been cleared

and energetic

territorial aggrandizement,

for plantations, groves of cocoa-nut

trees, and houses of the natives, who

seem to ba very numerous,” llu':“;;:nd

had named all these possessions and, no
The

fact that Germany has “without warn-

doubt, looked on them as her own,

ing, asking, or explanation, seized on
territories so rich, fertile and extensive,
is,” the Pilot justly claims, “‘highly signifi-
cant, It certainly marks the inaugura-
tion by the German government of a
lc'aluniul policy vigorous and

evidently determined to
find outlets for her surplus population
that will be German, She has for
years witnessed with regret the depar-
ture from her shores of thousands and
hundreds of thousands of her sons for
the republic of America, where thzy im-
bibe views and opinions as to individual
and political freedom incompatible with
those on which rest the despotism of
Fatherland, Every wave fanned by the
western wind wafts their views and

decisive,
(iermany is

discomfiture and
of older lands,

dread of the rulers
Prince Bismarck
absolute monarchy., He has, with
the growth of a great German popula-
tion in America, imbued with a love of
liberty and a very marked preterence
for republican institutions, has weakened
the hold and influence of royalty on
Giermans at home, Ie hates republi-
canism and despises monarchic constitu-
tionalism. Henee his fixed purpose and
eager desire for the foundation and for-

in the world more devoted to the Loly | mation of German colonies under the

direct authority of the imperial govern.
ment itself. Ilis domestic policy having
proved-a gigantic failure, it remains to
be seen whether success will crown his
cfforts to found a great German colonial
empire,

y | WHAT IS SAID OF THE RECORD.

We have great pleasure in laying before
, | our readers the following letters from
. | friends in various parts of the Dominion:
1 Ste Mary’s, Montreal, March 1, 1885,

paper. I always read the Caroric
RECORD with interest and profit.

)

‘| paper is got up,
1 | sterling value for all its readers,

t It is a
Catholic paper,

Yours truly
-
T. I, LoNERGay, P, D,
Springtown, 2nd March, 1885,

{
1

seription to the Cartioric REcorb.

r the CarovLic ReEcorp,

P, Kexyepy, P. M., Bagot.

1885, g
. DpAR S1r.—Please find enclosed $2.00
in advance for another year of the es-
teemed CAtHoLIC REcoRD, whose journal-
istic ability, jndgment and fair play in

opinions across the Atlantic, to the

is, of
all things, devoted to the principle of

mingled fear and sorrow, noticed that

Rev, Fatuer Corrsy,—Please receive
my r‘uhscnpuuu for one year to your

I most
heartily congratulate you on the way your
A Catholic spirit per-
meates the whole paper, and gives it real,

TroMAS Correy, EsQ,—DEARSIR. —En-
closed you will please find one vear’s sub-

1 No Catholic family should be without
[ L consider it the
best paper comes intn my office and it is
anxiously looked for every Saturday night.

Lismore, Pictou Co., Nova Scotia, Feb, 28,

unavoidable difficulties, merit my ap-
proval to such a high degree as to make
me a life subscriber to it,

Yours truly,
Avustiy CuisHoLM,
Superannuated Teacher.

THE SACRAMENT OF PENANCE.

Another very large congregation filled
every part of St. Peter’s Cathedral on
Sunday night, to hear the Bishop of Lon.
don on the subject of ‘“‘Penance.” His
Lordship took for text the words ad-
dressed by Ouar Lord to his apostles after
His' resurrection, “Peace be to you, as
the Father hath sent me, Ialso send you.
When he had said this He breathed on
them, and He eaid to them : Receive ye
the Holy Ghost, whose sins you shall for-
give they are forgiven them, and whose
ging you ehall retain they are retained.”
(John xx, 21-23.) The moment chosen
by our Divine Redeemer for the com-
munication of this extraordinary power
to his apostles was indeed a most solemn
one, He had just risen from the dead,
triumphing over sin and over the grave.
He was just about to complete his mis-
sion®aud return to the vision of His
Father. But lefore leaving this world
He resolved to give unto His apostles
that power whereby they were to bring
joy aud peace and consolation to hearts
oppressed by sin, and to regenerate a
guilty race and redeem a fallen world.

By this wonderful mystery of love
and mercy Jesus Christ set the
seal of heaven on mankind. “As

the I'ather bhath sent me, 1 also send
you,” were the words
prefaced the communication of that God-
power which was to obliterate sin, Sin
is the great enemy of God and man, God
is infinite perfection, Sin absolute imper-
fection. God is love, sin is hate. Our
Lord had in the establishment of this
maguificent institution of compassion and
pity, given his apostles some notice of his
purpose. He had upon a previous occa-
sion said to them: “Amen I say to you,
whatsoever you shall bind on earth shall
be bound in heaven, and whatsoever you
shall loose on earth, shall be loosed also in
heaven,” (Matt. xviii, 18), In the 20th
chapter of 3t. John he carries out the
purpose indicatel by thefe words. So
also in the case of the institution of the
Blessed Eucharist, Our Lord clearly made
known his design of giving to mankind
His own adorable flesh to eat and his blood
to drink : “He that cateth my flesh and
drinketh my blood abideth in me and 1
in Him.” (John vi, 57). The promise on
that Blessed
Redeemer he fulfilled when at his last
supper, eating bread, he said, “This is my
body,” and taking wine, said, “This is my
bleod.” In like manner, con-
ferring the primacy on Peter, he prepared
the minds of his apostles for that marvel-
lous collation of spiritual power with
which he honoured that apostle, when he
gaid to him : “Avd I say to thee that
thou art Peter ; and upon this rock I will
build my church, and the gates of hell
shall not prevail against it. And I will
give to thee the keys of the kingdom of
heaven. Aud whatsoever thou shalt bind
on earth, it shall be bound also in heaven,
aud whatsoever thou shalt loose on earth
it shall be loased also in heaven.” (Matt.
xvi. 158-19), The mode of imstitution
adopted by Christ in the case of the
Sacrament of Penance, was of the most
solemn character. We are told that He
breathed on His apostles, The breath
of God is never mentioned in Holy Writ
but in connection with the communica-
tion of some extraordinary virtue or
faculty, Thus, in the beginning, God
breathed life into the body of man, which
He had thaped and fashioned out of clay,
And in the book of Ezechiel, 'we read of
His breathing on a multitude of dry bones
and forthwith sprang up living men, and
a mighty army.

wherewith he

occasion malde by our

before

S0 also in the case of
this singular exercise of omuipotence and
love, Christ breathed on Iis apostles and
gave them the power of forgiving sins,
The Church is a moral world, a great

of Penance is enabled to heal and save its
members. The soul reviving under the
beneficent action of that Sacrament is
truly a thing of beauty. By its life-giving
power it is snatched from the very grav;,
and out of the shadow of death.

The effects of ‘mortal sin were terrible
to contemplate. By mortal sin the soul
was wrecked and ruined. The soul once
£0 majestic and beautiful, under the sway
of this fell monster, was like a vast edifice
gone to decay, or a mighty tree laid low
by the tempest.  Mortal sin is the great,
the only true and essential evil afflicting
mankind, It was like the Arctic winter
which followed closely on the glories of
autumn., Sin brings grief and death to
the soul, but penance restores to it har—
mony and joyousness, The Blood of Christ
is by its means poured out on our hearts
and souls, obliterating all the evil effects of
mortal sin. No matter how enormous
our sins, they could in this sacrament of
love and mercy be forgiven. There was
but one sin which could not be forgiven
in this world or in the next, the sin against
the Holy Ghost—final impenitence, They
were in danger of falling into that sin
who heard the chureh, but refused to obey
its commands, During this season of

spiritual kingdom, and by the Sacrament,

earnestly invited her children to make
their peace with God, and rid themselves
of the sway of tin, Lot us hearken to her
admonition aud accept her invitation to
lay the burden of our guilt at the feet of
God’s ministers and begin once more the
life of peace that knows not the sorrow
ofsin, By such a life we ensured for our-
selves a bappy death and a glorious eter-
nity.

THE S[Tlf,»lT]ON IN NEWFOUND:
LAND,

t

The political tituation in Newfound-
land is one of extreme gravity., At the
opening ot the present session of the
Parhiament of that colony, the Governor,
Sir John Glover, in the speech from the
throne, said he was “deeply grieved be-
cause there was such a disturbed feeling
arising out of the affair at Harbor Grace
on St. Stephen’s Day, 1884.” His Ex-
cellency furthermore urged that every
effort should be made to allay the irrita-
tion now prevailing. The usual formal
address prepared in reply to the speech
from the throne, re-echoed, of course,
the sentiments expressed by the Gover-
nor. But the Orange party could not
lose the opportunity to veut its disap-
pointment because of the acquittal of
the Riverhead prisoners, They had
been thirsting for Catholic blood, and
would be eatisfied with nothing less than
a hecatomb, Justice, however, stepped
in to prevent the gratification of their
desires, The legal machinery of the
island, therefore, at once fell into dis-
favor with the “brethren,” Their feel-
ings found expression in an
ment to the address, moved by Alfred
Penny, a member representing the
Carbonear division of Conception DBay
district in the Ilouse of Assembly,
Mr. DPenny’s amendment denounced
“the unjustifiable outrage” at Harbor
Grace, and declared that the present de-
plorable state of feeling was the result of
“the disgraceful failure of justice at the
recent trials of the Biverhead prisoners,
and that harmony and good feelirg could
not be restored until justice had been’sat-
isfied.”
Instead of meeting this amendment,
which affirmed the right of the legislature
to unconstitutional interference with the
judiciary and its functions, with a direct
and emphatic negation, the Premier, Sir
W. V. Whiteway, moved a substitute
more moderate in tone than the proposi-
tion of the member for Carbonear.
amendments were vigorously and
quently combatted by the Catholic mem-
bers of the House, but all, of course, to no
purpose, Sir Shea (Harbor
Grace), Dr, Dearin, and Mr. R, J, Parsons,
of East St. Johns; Messrs. Patrick J.
Scott, and P, D, White, of West St, Johus,
and D, J, Green,of Ferryland,as well as the
Receiver-General, Hon, Mr, J. 8. Don-
neily, all spoke on the side of justice and
equal rights, Brief reports of some of
their speeches will elsewhere be found.
Mr. Penny’s amendment having been re-
jected and Sir William Whiteway’s car-
ried in committee, the committee rose,
the chairman reporting that they had
passed the Address with some amend-
ments,
On the question being put as to ac-
ceptance of the report, Sir A, Shea
moved that the seventeenth section of
the Address, embodying the Premier's
amendment, be expunged. This motion
was put, and lost on division : —

For,—Hon, Sir A, Shea, Hon, Receiver
General, Mr., Scott, Dr, Dearin, Messrs,
Parsons, Carty, White, Callanan, Mac-
donnell, Tobin, Veitch, Greene, 12,

AcAainst.—Hon, Attorney General,Hon,
Solicitor General, Hon. Surveyor Gien
eral, Chairman Board Works, Dr, Skel-
ton, Messrs, Penney, Winton, Rice, Bart-
lett, Thompson, Bond, Boyd, Goodridge,
Garland, Bradshaw, Peters, Noonan,
Dawe, 18.

amend-

R.th
Loin

elo-

Ambrose

Mr, Penuy moved to substitute his
amendment for the seventeenth section
of the Address, which motion was put,
and lost upon a division,

The hon, the Speaker then rose and
congratulated the membars on the calm
and dispassionate manner in which the
evening's debate had been conducted,
Whilst thanking them for the high honor
which they had conferred upon him in
making him their Speaker, he would
now tender them his resignation as
Speaker of the Assembly, and n doing
£0 he begged to express his appreciation
of the great courtesy which he had alwavs
received from the House during his ten-
ure of office. Although he resigned the
position, he would take his seat as for.
merly among the members of the House,

He theun handed his written resigna-
tion to the Clerk, stating that the resig-
nation would take effact immedintely
after the adjournment,

The IIon. R. J, Kent retires from the
speakership with dignity and honor, He
had presided over the deliberations of
the Legislative Assembly of Newfound.
land with an impartiality and dignity that
won him universal respect. His retire-
ment at this eritical period in the history
of the colony will long be felt. Of
Mr. Donneily, the Receiver-General, who
likewise relinquished the seal of office on
account of the passage of the Whiteway
amendment, the St. John's Evoning Mer-
cury says :

grace and reconciliation Holy Church

and was returned for Placentia and St,
Mary’s by a majority of 281, Since that

ime he has discharged the important

duties of his office with marked satisfac.
tion to the public, and no better proof of
his popularity could be offered than the
fact that even the bitter partizan opposi-
tion press has refrained from attacking
him,
esteemed for his eloquence and geniality,
His subordinates in the Customs Depart.
ment speak of him as the kindest and
ablest of Receiver Generals,
circles general reg[r)et is expressed at his
resignation,

to any man in the ranks of the Roman
Catholics, and there can be no doubt that

In the Assembly Mr. Donnelly was

In outside

Mr, Donnelly is not second

ere many years have gone by he will again
be in office.”

A LAND OF 1CE AND SNOW.

The Post lately did good eervice by call.
ing attention to a rather remarkable ar-
ticle in the Canada Gazetle, 8 journal pub.
lished in London, England, under the
auspices of the Canadian High Commis.
sioner and the Canadian Pacific Railway,
The Post finds that some very curiou
items of Canadian news obtain place in
the columns of that journal, a fact which
proves that the editors who control it
have but a very limitel knowledge of
Canada and of the events which transpirc
in this country, Ouar Montreal contem.
porary adduces one Very curious piece
of information with which the Gu./y
latelv favored its readers. It is as fo
lows :

“St. Hyacinthe has again been the
scene of a very sad catastrophe, Last
spring, at the breaking of the river, large
icebergs were seen floating down the
Yamaska at a rapid rate until they met
with the buge dam which barricades t}
river to supply a water power to the
various manufactories lining the rive:
banks, For a few hours the accumulated
ice afforded the spectators a very curious
aspect, until finally the pressure became
so powerful that the dam gave way to the
mighty waters. In addition to this, tw
iron bridges were swept down the rapids.
Last May a contract was signed by a
Toronto firm for the erection of a new
bridge, and since that time the work was
carried on very satisfactorily. One hun-
dred and fifty feet of this has been swept
from off its piers and hurled down the
rapids, along with 21 workmen, by a hur-
ricane. Immediately, the sad accident
was telephoned the city over, and in a few
minutes hundreds were lining the shores,
All were rescued, two lifeless, two others
whose recovery is very doubtful, anc
seventeen hopeful of recovery, as their
injuries are not grave.”

T'he idea of large icebergs sailing down
a stream of the size of the Yamaska is, as
the Post says, quite absurd, Our Mon-
treal friend adds, thatif the Ga-ettz edito
had any respect for the venerable old age
of the item, and had not disturbed it in
its oblivion, he would not have been led
to exhibit his ignorance on such a trivial
occasion, When the carnival number
of the Montreal Star are scattered
through Britain, the popular notions re.
garding Canada will receive solid con-
firmation, That Canadians are little bet-
ter than Es:quimaux is now & well-fixed
delusion with thousands of English-
men, The ‘““ice-palaces’ and ‘“condoras, "
the snow-shoe parades, skating tourna-
ments, &, will certainly strengthen this
superstition.

We can, however, put up with the con-
sequences of such folly, if Europeans
can. We offer them here homes in the
freest and happiest country in “the
world, If they profit not by the invita
tion, so much the worse for themselves.
Meantime the High Commissioner
should be after the Guuette, and see that
it keeps on its good behavior,

THE INDIANS OF THE UNITED
STATES.

in an article which appeared somc
weeks ago in a city contemporary it wa
justly stated that the United States gov-
ernment had not the most creditable re-
cord in regard to its treatment of it
Indian wards, The policy it has followed
has been largely one of land grabbing, and
even when it has endeavored to act with
justice and humanity dishonest agents
have often frustrated its well-meant endea-
vors. Of a bad policy, or a good one
badly carried out, the natural conse-
quence has been Indian wars and Indian
massacres, The informs u
that there is, however, one feature of th
latter-day Indian policy of the American
government which deserves praise. There
have been, it says, systematic and earnest
efforts made of late years to edu-
cate and civilize the young aborigines,
With the mature Indian, whose life has
been passed in a state of barbarism, little
can be done, Boarding-schools have, there-
fore, been established at various points,
where the young Indians of both sexes
are trained in the arts of civilization and
in the elements of a geueral education.
Inaddition to these boarding.schools there
are day schools provided in various settle-
ments for the training of youthful
aborigines and making them useful mem-
bers of society.

The Advertiser thinks the results of this
systém of education are very gratifying.
There are, of course, plenty of individual
cases in which the natural savagery of the
red race breaks out, overleaping all the
trammels and refining infl uences of civil-
ization,but there is, on the whole, a marked
improvement in the character of those
who have passed through the schools.

Advertiser

“Mr, Donnelly accepted office in 1882,

Our contemporary thinks that there can
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be little question that the good e
this training will increace, adding :

“It may take several generati
tame the wild blood of savages; bu
cation will be effectual in the end.
the only plan by which the India
be made good citizens, The sl
policy may exterminate the India
to those who have no faith in his ¢
tion it may seem the most ecanom
not the most Christian, plan. B
experience of both Canada and the
onght to satisfy every one that the
of the red men, if they are wisely ts
is as hopeful and bright as could
sired.”

We are glad to learn from s0 we
formed a journal on Indian affairs,
Advertiser, that the policy of the Am
government towards the red men h
proved. But we think it will take
years to efface the bad effects of t
mistakes committed during Grant’
bad and corrupt administrations.
Indians were then practically hande
to the Methodists, being first, of ¢
robbed of lands and whatever of
wealth they had acquired, Under]
administration things were little i
better. Carl Schurz introduced a
ough Bismarckian policy into the Ir
department, the poor [udians bei
him subjected to most cruel treat
Matters have not, we think, in

much since, but there are, we
better
illfated aborigines. The schools s

of by the Aduvertiser have, no doubt

times in store for

and are doing good, but till a thor
Christian policy in regard of the I
be inaugurated by the American g
ment, peculation checked, and r
punished, the condition of the e
cannot be considered satisfactory.
In our North-West the Catholi
sionaries have founded schools f
Indian yonth of both sexes, which
incalculable good. Oargovernmen
some assistance to the good work,
ance we hope to see increased, ass
which ought to be supplemented
generous contributions of Catholic:
older provinces. If the America
ernment desire to civilize the red
must do as the Canadian governm

On Sunday last the Righ
Bruyere preached a practical aud
ful sermon on “Obedience to the C
He pointed ount that every well-or
body was invested with the po
making laws and enforcing its p
The Church, being the most perfe
organized bodies, not only made la
provided for their enforcement.
these laws were those laid down an
ished by the Council of Lateran,
tommanded (1) that all the faithfa
make a confession at least once a
the ministers of God, and (2) t
siould duly prepare themselves fc
munion at least at the Easter-tin
alarged at length and wich force,
points, urging the necessity of th
ment of the law. Those who obe
the law were cut off whilst livi
when dead deprived of Christian
The sermon was listened to with p
attention by the immense cong
present, Iis Lordship the Bishop
don assisted at the high mass at the
pal throne.

—>aoro———

OBITUARY.

MRS, JOSEPH CRAMER,
We learn with regret of the «
Tilly, the beloved wife of Joseph
of St. Paul, Minn. Deceased
former resident of this city, (I
Four years ago she left here on s
some friends in St. Paul, and w
ried shortly after, She had ne
(uite herself since the death of}
son Lawrence, early last June.
ceased lady was a kind and affe
wife, and was beloved by all wl
her, It is supposed that the !
husband will return to the hom
childhood in Orillia, wiere he }
friends,

MR, JOHN HOGAN.

On Sunday last took place
Peter’s Cathedral the funeral
Hogan, of this city, who meu
railway aceident at IKKansas Cit)
time ago. The body of the decc
brought to London on Thursday
He had belonged to the railway
asgociation, the London branch
tuwrned out in a body to atf
funeral. The Rev, Father Tie
the service in the cathedral, a
for some minutes very imj
on the subject of death, paying
to the virtues and merits of the
May he rest in neace,

President Cleveland iand  th
Children,

Boston Pilot.
While on a visit to the Cony
Sacred Heart at Kenwood, N. )
weeks ago, President Cleveland
that the scholars be given a holsi
inanguration day. The request
plied with, On the day befo
Albany for Washington, Mr,
sent & check for 850 to the Lad)
accompanied with the followil
Albany, March
Dear MoTHER O’ROURKE :—
my good friend, Mr. McCall,
which I hope will cause the lit
the convent to know that whi
thinking of me they are not fo
the man who, in the midst of
day. is undergoing the most
ordeal that his life can bri
With many kind thoughts of ;
the zood people at Kenwood,
faithfully. GRrovER Cr.
The receipt of the letter w
ackrowledged and the monej
in the entertainment of the |
grealy enjoyed their holiday.
fesst all the children drank
bottles of champagnea toast t



