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already discovered many shertcomings. One glgrfhg in
stance if the St. Helen School, where the livesjtof a {Kindred’ 
little girls, mostly under seven and eight jraxs- Of age, 
are daily in jeopardy. The school âccuoitîi the 
third floor of a four-storey building, the gréund. fijoor of 
which is used as a hardware and .fuel al< oholI-toroM^ The 
only egress from the class-reee is by a tortus ns ’ '* ' 
leading through a narrow hallway to the sinj 
common to all the upper part of the buildin 
opens inwards, the stairs being just wide rnotfkh in
mit it to do so. In the event of a rush, it ftoulfi L _
possible to hold it open ; but through it the ciiildi en : would 

! have to come as there is no other means of escaped Hap- 
I pily, the school expects to move its quart ers;|r.«-xi month. 

But the fact that such criminally hazardous <.«editions Have 
been allowed to exist at all is further proof 4g thé 'Urgent 
need for reforms which should have been undeflak en by the 
local authorities long ago.

The Montreal Society for the Protection 0 
Children has taken up the fight for better pro

W SMITH, Manager.
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( Continued from Page 1556. )
Although consisting of several storeys, that building 

a wholly unprovided with fire escapes. Chatham is npt'the 
oaqr oaender. In Toronto, which has experienced three 
*~°° fir** °J wcent years, a similar condition exists. Few 

les could be named where they do not. The order"for
itmtt m aLssurtt^hr been sufficiently long delayed. It is 
JjsJjnabje that so terrible a warning was necessary to

compulsory equipment of fire escapes and adequate 
ti!! und°ubtedly a step in the right direction, but it is 

•’ll be refined *** f°^owe<* by others before the authorities
Wn asked C

1
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schools of Montreal against fire, and’ adopldfi resolutions 
provided for petitioning the Provincial Legislature for the 
passage of laws^compelling the authorities to jropeiljfi equip 
all school buildings with outside fire escapes.

From all parts of the country come repeats telling of 
investigations made by municipal authorities of|the condition 
of their schools. St. Catharines, Ont., is alrei 
a by-law to enforce the placing of fire étapes-u 
bu:idings. Other municipalities in the

grave responsibility now resting upon 
. as to the effect of the new regulations,

n i« Pennten”cnf of the Toronto schools expressed doubt 
® the practicability of fire escapes in schools, 

suck •• ,?r?*£ln schools,” he said, “ usually occur in weather 
d«a ure escapes are likely to be slippery and the chil- 
of v.n ümi be la^*e ,0 tall and get injured, fire escapes are 
cleared Jr U*t- *l **. we*l known that sidewalks may be 
» it m. v" • foorping and be quite slippery by noon, 
tn». t tmagined what difficulty there would be in
SCiue* KceP "fe escapes or galleries safe. Of course, fire 
ajnb, ?** °* use °n other buildings, where there are 
fidast* ° i.re able to climb around. . But kheir use

In °°-s '* a. verX debatable question.”
chief ver*at,.on *he Monetary Times, the Toronto 

eetevU «.ii •* m no hesitating terms of the necessity for 
heildinvf ur* an<* ■‘airways in all three-storeyed school 
who will 11 vi_e,w *s a*®° shared by the city architect, 
hunt fjf JLSU,niably makc recommendations to the local 
Brin<fc V^lrk t0 that effect. The Chief of the Montreal 

1her strong advocate of outside galleries, is 
tour of inspection of the schools there, and has

y preparing 
in all public 
vine# will,

nolens volens; have to follow suit under the? Government 
order. From other .points is heard a great deal aboti 
efficiency of the fire drill. With few exception, no font is 
given as to the existence of galleries and othél appliances. 
At Point St. Charles, Que., where a demonstration watLmade 
a few days ago of the working of the fire chi tes ùtipvided 
there, the fire escape law was read, and it wai plainly evi 
dent that that large institution was devoid of | he fire pro
tection that the law caHed for. J ! 1 | I

Whether or not the various kinds of fire Fsi tpesiifor the 
most suitable appliances for scHool building» j is afoarter 
for experts to determine. But all authorities are It#reed 
upon the efficiency and necessity for outside gj loriesJ^wide 
corridors, broad stairs, fire-proof baseni< n»>, jj nd oiœhward 
opening doors. When these conditions have l| en fulfill 
all that modern science can do w ill have been ycom * 
and the possibility of disaster reduced to a mmirâum. 
opinion demands reform along these lines.’ i
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