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On Progress.

ENRY FORD told an interviewer recently
that farmers have never been properly

I [ paid for what they produce, and they

ond far too much time producing i(._ ‘“With the
’"",:m crops 15 to 20 days a year is all that is
”\ if the workers are equipped with the nec-
\\.n'\' fmplvnwnts. We have p_ro\'m.l that to our
;,:h:.m-tmn on our own farm of 10,000 acres here
ki t ]),.”rlml'll‘” . 1

The interviewer was impressed but not convinced.
1o <avs he took the scheme to a level-headed farmer
. linois. The man sustained the proposition.
"3 great deal of the farm work can be done in a
o davs,’’ he said. ‘‘We are renting a farm that

¢ do not spend more than 20 or 30 days a year on.”’

-

This might seem like a dream to all who have

)

wdied farming close up.
it we must remember that the average farmer
. an antignated person. He uses old fashioned
e and toils along as hig father did, consequent-
b, his ideas are a reflex of the past.
i is not to biame that he doesn’t do things the
cav Henry Ford outlines. With little or no capital,
b has no chance to be modern. In fact, the farmer
< in nowise different to the bygone handicraftmen.
He has lingered on the stage louger for several
ms. Cheap or free land. The ability to grow
+ of what he eats, to raise a large family and
xploit them for long hours, breaking down the
¢a'th of his children prematurely as a result.
And the contrast between the dependent position
the his own apparently free

: wage-slave and
. tatus, makes him toil fiercely to preserve his **

in-
{«pendence.’”
. | have read the story of a wageslave who went
, m the land, having saved a few hundred dollars
i nl being desirous of escaping the uncertainties of
mployment in the eity.
He said he succeeded. But the story of the sue-
was heartbreaking. It was purchased at a
rice, that few intelligent men would pay, and re-
quired constant and unremitting toil to keep it. It
pelled years of wretched slavery for all the family,
ven to hauling stumps by moonlight; and he was
nly compelled to stick by the lamentations of his
ife, when he despaired of standing more of it.
nd he won. He himself said it. His picture and
i fellow slave of sorrow adorned the page of a
ell-known farm magazine, and the poor nut was

neouraging others to escape wage-slavery by that
nute

His number i legion. And the dismal swamp of
ias generated in such environment would sicken a
hinaman, and they too ean work. But here comes
odern Machinery, and-let us slaves who have been
belp’* to Farmer John hail with joy our mechan-
4l Saviour. Here is Henry Ford’s idea:

""A big factory is to be set down in a farm re-
gion. He would operate all the farms within
several miles’ radius as & unit with a resident
manager, and over all these managers a highly
qualificd superintendent.  This superintend-
it wouid do the farm planning. Then most
of the year the workers would work in the fac-
‘ory, but when the time came to plow, cultivate
r reap, he would put them on the farms with
highly effiolent machines and do the farm
wWork thoroughly and effectively. The 20
days —or 30, according to the Illinois man--
would hardly be missed from the factory work,
and having enough skilled labor and machin-

¥ would do great things for the production
of food.””
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What the world needs; to be put in charge

¢S, nen of scienece, so that wealth may he
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fit of the whole world.
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ite But this thing can be solved,

ing solved, though under most
tircumstances,

In the midst of a dreary swamp of small peasant
proprietors, who wish to compete for the pleasure of
being big proprietors, the new idea is endeavoring to
take root.

Below, follow some remarks of a \:\'ashinéton
State officer, a mechanical engineer, who served two
vears in Siberia with the American forces. He was
captured by the Reds, and in his ignorance, expected
every morning to be shot. Instead, he was allowed
comparative freedom.

But read what he says:

Withdraw From Siberia.

“When Maj. Buchanan was released praec-
tically al of the American soldiers had been
withdrawn from Siberia. After waiting at
Vladivosok for some time for a transport to
take him back to the United States, he finally
obtained passage on an army transport being
one of the last American soldiers to leave
Siberia.

‘“Siberia is a wonderfu! country and the Rus-
sian peasant is a hard working, industrious per-
son who may some day put his land in its pro-
per place among the nations of the world, Maj.
Buchanan believes. The workings of the soviet
regime are good and bad; some of the things
it has accomplished are working out adniir-
ably, while others are theoretical impossibili-
ties. the major said. ‘

‘“Nationalization of industries has not been
such a terrible failure as some would have the
world believe, according to Maj. Buchanan.
‘They have plenty of well trained men, men
whose training in technical schools has been
augmented by long experience,’ said the army
officer. ‘It is this type of man that is placed
in charge of the larger enterprises; not the
ignorant workman who can only handle the job
somebody else maps out for him. :

““Many of the directors or superintendents
held similar positions before Bolshevism eap-
tured Russia. In..most instances they have
been transplanted from the city where they or-
iginally worked to some far distant place. They
are being paid more than ever before and the
same is true of the workmen. Even though
their pay still is comparatively small, yet their
wants are so simple that they do not want the
amounts required by American labor.

‘“‘Business was more or less at a standstill
when I left the interior of‘Russia where soviet-
ism is in control. As fast as the military gov-

ernment moves out of captured territory, the
civil government moves in and assumes charge
of all affairs and regulates all industry and bus-
iness. This is an immense task of course,
hence actual accomplishment is still more or
less hazy, especially so to a foreigner."’’

If economically backward Russia, in the midst
of the most heart-breaking circumstances, and ap-
palling difficulties, is far-seeing enough to place
men in their proper spheres, according to ideas out-
lined in Bucharin's ‘‘Programme of World Revol-
ution’’ (a masterly exposition of our position in
clear, simple language), how much could not be
accomplished over here with the equipment at
hand? But doubtless, we shall see eapitalism ex-
haust all possibilities of exploitation first. And-the
working class complain, grumble, try this way, that,
way, rebel; do anything in fact but reason, till the
Mmit of their endurance is reached; and absolutely
nothing remains but revolution.

This may be a fatalistic view, but it should not
preclude Socialists from giving most generously of
their time, energy and money to push the work of
enlightenment along.

Our day will come.

And may it be a speedy coming.
F.
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. Canadian Workers’ Defense League

Send all money and make all cheques payable to
A. S. Wells, B. C. Federationist, Labor Temple, Van.
couver, B. C.

Collection agency for Alberta: A. Broatch, 1203
Eighth Avenue East, Calgary, Alta.

Central Collection Agency: J. Law, Secretary, De-
fence Fund, 220 Bannatyne Ave., Winnipeg.

Literature Price List

Communist Manifesto.
copies, $2.00.

Wage-Labor and Capital.
copies, $2.00. v

The Present Economic System. (Prof. W. A.
Bonger). Single copies, 10¢; 25 copies, $1.50.

Capitalist Production. (First Nine and 32nd
Chapters, ‘‘Capital,’”” Vol. 1, Marx). Single copies
(eloth bound), $1.00; 5 copies, $3.75.

Single copies, 10e¢; 25

Single copies, 10¢; 25

Socialism, Utopian and Scientifie.
15¢; 25 copies, $3.25.

Slave of the Farm. - Single copies, 10¢; 25 copies,
$1.50. 2

Manifesto, S. P. of C., single copy, 10 cents; 25

Copies - .$2.00°

Red Europe. (F. Anstey, M.P.). Single copies,
50c. Ten copies or more 30c¢ each.

Evolution of Man. (Prof. Bolsche).
copies, 20¢; 25 copies, $3.75.

The Nature and Uses of Sabotage (Prof. T. Veb-
len). Singles copies 5 cents, 25 copies $1.

The Criminal Court Judge, and The Odd Trick

Single copies,

Single

(E. B. Bax). Single copies, 5 cents; per 25 copies,

T5e. R :

Evolution of the Idea of God (Grant Allen), 55¢
per copy.

Ancient Society (Louis H Morgan), $2 15
Origin of the Family, Private Property and the ,
- State (F. Engels) :

Value, Price and Profit (Marx)—Single copies, 15¢;

25 copies, $3.25.
Feuerbach: Tre Roots of the Soeialist Philosonhy
(F. Engels)

Introduction to Sociology (Arthur M. Lewis),
$1.75.

Civil War in France (Marx) ... IS S gl 35e
Life and Death (Dr. E, Teichmann) ... . 90¢
History of the Paris Commune (Lissagaray) ...$1.50

Make all moneys payable 40 JB. Maecleod, 401

Pender Street East, Varcouver, B. C. Add discount
oq cheques.

(All above post free).

All above literature can be obtained at‘the same
prices, post paid, from—J. Sanderson, Box 1762,
Winnipeg, Man.
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SOCIALIST PARTY OF CANADA

e

LOCAL (VANCOUVER) No. 1

————

EDUCATIONAL CLASSES

'POLITICAL ECONOMY: Every Sunday afternoon,

from 3 to 5.

HISTORY: Every Thursday evening, from 8 to 10.

An additional class is now being formed on ele-
mentary economics, This class is especially in-
tended for those who are commencing the study of
this subject for the first time. Intending students
should come to the class room now, or send a note
of name to the Secretary of the Economic Class.
This class will begin as soon as intending students

* get together and arrange a suitable ‘date.

Classes meet at 401 Pender Street East. No fees
are asked and no collection is made. All that is
required is an earnest interest in the subject taken
up. All points raised and all questions asked are
fully discussed. Membership in the Socialist Party
of Canada is not a condition of membership of these
classes. )

You are earnestly invited to attend.

HUN

LOCAL (WINNIPEG) No. 3—EDUCATIONAL
CLASSES.

ECONOMIC CLASS: Every Friday at 8 p.m.
SPEAKERS’ CLASS: Every Sunday at 11 a.m.

These classes ‘are already well attended, and the
number of members is increasing. The classes meet
at 530 Main Street, Winnipeg, and all workers are
requested to attend.




