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MAKING THE WORLD
SAFE FOR DEMOCRACY

President Wilson in his
the world safe for

“making
dvllm(‘l'u"_\.“ has
coined one of the most illusory catch-
phrases on record. It is world w ide
in its application, hypuotic in sug-
gestion, implies so much and means
so little. Unfortunately for society

the masses, always intent on the
spectacular, have taken this phrase,
as they have taken so much else of
the sensational at its face value And
this in spite of the plainest of evi
dence. of the many and significant
class reservations on that utterance
What does this phrase mean. that
flows so glibly from the tongues
of those, whom we have every reasol
to suspect?

There is but one method of un-
ravelling a problem with a ereat
estimate of the value and a clear
understanding of the meaning of the
Without that

understanding words are but mere

symbols  employed
shadowy spectres in the mist-vale of
speculation. In the above quotation
the word democracy demands our
attention. What is democracy? What
does it signify?

Aecording to publie sentiment and
in the last resort that sentiment is
the final appeal, irrovocable if the
public have all the faets, Democrac:
is a system of society where the con-
trol of affairs is vested in the people
This definition itself involves some
further definition in the matter of
terms. What is society? Society taken
in its entirety, is an aggregation of
the people of a country, held to-
gether by a common general interest
or aim. What does it mean to vest
eontrol of anything in anyone? To
invest control in a body is to endow
that body with powers, approved by
society and delegated from society,
the fountain of all such powers, for
the control of the object for which
society has united. A society ordered
on such terms, plainly must derive
the advantages flowing from that or
ganization. What now is this ecom-
mon general object of organized so-
ciety—this communion ap
plicable to all of society? Precisely
the same thing as the common gen-
eral objectsof each unit within that
society, i.e., obtaining the
withal to support life. That is the
object, around which society is ao-
gregated and held together. Now let
us return to democracy. Democracy,
as already pointed out, is a system of
society, whose control of affairs is
vested in the

general

where-

people, democraey
therefore signifies that the society of
the people through its appointed in-
stitutions, controls the means of oh.
taining the necessities of life. since
the method of obtainine those means,
constitutes the affairs of society, con-
stitutes the major portion of all social
activity

Without quibbling on the matter
society in this sense, means the whole
body of the people and again with.
out quibbling, to control any subject
matter, is to possess supreme rights
over that subject matter, since with-
out such rights no control is possible
The western nations are all regarded
as and proclaim themselves to he
democracies, their institutions and
their constitutions, indeed their entire
organization ranked as demoecratie,
their people a democratic people,
nurtured into beauty and bravery

under the balmy skies of freedom.
Let us bring those democracies into
the limelight and see if this is so.

The means of life signify the re-
sources of a country, the raw ma-
terial of production. the land and
all it produces and contains, the ma
chinery for converting the raw ma-
terial into produects for consumption
and for distribution. Tt is notoriously
untrue, therefore to say that the
control of the means of life in those
democracies is vested in the people
Manifestly such control resides in one

1

particular section of the ]N‘nplt\ to
the exclusion of all the rest. who can

have access to the one necessary
means, only on the econdition im-
posed by the necessity of that class
Democracy, therefore. as it is popu-
larly understood and accepted, the
necessity of producing at a profit, is
evidently not of that type symbolized
by crosses and eagles

What then do the politicians of
those nations mean by making the
world safe for democracy? Obviously
it can only mean, making the world
safe for the particular brand of de-
mocracy which obtains in those coun-
tries, i.e.. capitalist democracy. But
capitalist demoeracy is a contradic
tion in terms and for that reason it
is either an absurdidly or a travesty

Democracy, as we have seen, im-
plies social ownership and econtrol
of the means of life. or words are
merely the paraphernalia of Jugglery
and therefore it is a travesty of fact
to say that modern democracies are
President Wilson’s ideal
Is on analysis, nothing more than the
common and sordid and visionless
ideal of human slavery, the ideal of
capitalist  ““property

democratic

right” in life
essentials of society. And the people
who have followed that watchword
heroically in the enthusiasm of an
idea—and a mighty idea—but also.
blindly in the eredulity of stmplicity,
have struggled and bled and died.
merely to perpetuate their own ap-
palling subjugation.

There is one way only of making
democracy a certainty, vis., the soeial
ownership and control of those things

common and esesntial to all existence.
(apitalist war connot bring this eon-
summation, nor will it arise out of
capitalist war, since capital will not
i'\i[h‘!'i" Its o imterest Nor ecan

capital be reformed out of existence,
or idealistically persuaded to loosen
its grip on its “property right.”’ It
must be put away. But to put it away
we must understand class society, our
enslaved position therein, the manner
of our exploitation. Knowing that we

can oppose our wisdom to ecapitalist
‘unning, our knowledge ‘to capitalist
coercion oul dialectic to be pre
sumed right and the necessity arising
out of the economie of soecial pro-
4]‘1"fi‘ri de Y g upon the ;l"uJ\,w
ing class, on per ty of starvation

i 0 ) o the eapons t
Tight i 1 indicate the
nethod as w this historie con-
:];‘g., t ;,»‘f il ¢
interest, no shifting eclass idealism,
neither the subterfuge of illusion. nor
the ftlattery of tinsel ‘““honors’’ that
will cheec v deviate or impede, the
deliberate, but irrestible march of
the coming revolutio:

Whe capital has been abolished
whe W¢ have yrganized a systen
S el distribution i1 conformity

with social production and profit
gives place to use; when administra-
tion of our social affairs, vested in

ourselves and therefore for our need

Reflections on the Strike

(William Stewart. in “Forward™)

HERE is, and will be, muech dis-

cussion about the events which
led up to the railway strike, and
many attempts to apportion respon-
sibility and blame.

The one important fact is that the
strike has taken 1»1.14'(‘, The respons
ibility for it rests with the Capi-
talist system. The Capitalist system
is day by day proving itself to be
unworkable. That fact was demon-
strated on the most stupendous scale
in 1914, when war broke out in
Europe, and during the succeeding
five years, when the Capitalist sy-
stem had either to be suspended or
modified in all countries engaged in
the war. The attempts bling made
to sét the Capitalist system on its
legs -again are the cause of the in.
dustrial unrest. The' railway strike
is only one of the manifestions of
the impossibility of Capitalism. Thé
ironfounders’ strike is another. The
steelworkers’ strike in Ameriea is an
other All these strikes will pass
The strikers iu each case may even
be apparently defeated, but that will
not rehabilitate Capitalism

Lloyd George talks grandiloquently
of a new world, but when the miners

and the railwaymen submit their con

tributions towards the architecture of

the new world, he meets their pro
posals with ‘‘all the forces of the
Crown.”’ He

preaches cantingly

‘&

about ““Brotherhood,”” but when the
conditions under which brotherhood
can prevail are submitted he calls
out the military; and he doesn'’t
realize that though he may evade
and dodge the elaim of the miners,
though he may defeat the railway-
men, he will then have done—noth
ing. The problem will remain The
problem. of making a system work
Lloyd
George can not do it: his Govern-

able which is unworkable
ment can not do it. No Government
that the future may give us will
be able to do it. The railway strike
whatever its immediate results. is not
a finality. It is only a symptom, a
temporary phase. So was the miners’
threatened strike early in the year
and the Coal Commission which fol
lowed. So are all the other Labor
disputes

The real danger lies in the attitude
of the present governing classes to
wards® these signs of the times. Tt
is the attitude of people who are
either stupid or ignorant, or wicked
Perhaps all three. The war-time talk
about the common interests of all
stopped. The worker

claiming a human standard of life

classes has

is no longer a ““patriot.” He is no
longer the ““backbone of the nation.’’

Rich and poor are no longer hand

nd use and well-being. is estahb ished
in the place of usu pmg government
ther witi the abolition of class
ownership, class distinetions will di

appear with the .’11'1»”';'»1 of 4

poverty will vanish; with the uaboli
tion of capitalist private property
confliet will be eliminated d or
the new "w‘.:'],‘x?]n’) of that economie
freedor a new \ut-;(-Y.'. will :;":-4'
whose base wil be the whole '.'.;‘10
world; its power, the pinnael

human achkievement: its interest, the
sanctity of human life and whose
ethic in truth and in fact will make

the world safe for démoeracy. R.

and-glove. Of course, they never
were, but they were assumed to be—
for a time. All that pretence has
dropped. It has served its purpose,
and now there is open and undis-
guised hostility towards the claims
of Labor. The miners and their lead-
ers are Bolshevists. The railw aymen
are Anarchists. All of them execept
those who lie silent in France and
Flanders though even from their
graves these may yet speak terrify-
ingly to Capitalism. When Bonar
Law in an unguarded moment threat-
ened the miners with force. the Capi-
talist House of Commons cheered joy-
ously. He disavowed the threat, but
he couldn’t recall those revealing
cheers. When Lloyd (ieorge prepares
for the railway strike as for an
armed campaign the Capitalist Press
cheers him also. These are the omin-
ous indications of the spirit of the
governing class. now fully aware that
its right to govern is being chal-
lenged by other methods than those
of the ballot bhox

The present writer has nothing to
say concerning these methods. The
workers will choose their methods for
achieving their ends according to
varying cireumstances, which  may
sometimes be determined for them by
their enemies. There is reason “to
believe that this has been the case
in this railway dispute, and that the
Government believe they can deal
with the railwaymen more effective.
ly now than at the end of the year.
The immovable, almose challenging,
attitude of Lloyd George and Geddes
in last week'’s negotiations gives
ground for that belief. And in that
connection there arises the other
question: Why was it necessary for
the railwaymen to negotiate with
Why not
with  William Adamson, or Arthur
Henderson, or Ramsay MacDonald?

The reason is plain. The railwaymen,

Lloyd George last week ?

with the miners and other workers,
elected Lloyd George last December
to the position of supreme authority
in this ecountry They elected him
and his class in preference to the
men of their own elass. Now. when
they seek to bring about, not a re-
volution, but merely g reasonable
standard of life for themselves, it is

with Lloyd George they have to
negotiate And it is with his ulti-
matum they have to deal They

elected him Having rejected the
political weapon last December. they
now take up the industrial weapon,
I have
They h:

pon they think most useful

nothing to say about that
ve a right to choose the wea-

But T
can not help thinking that the in-

e '}u.tl

dustria would have been

more effective at this moment if they
had mad«

last Decem

15¢ of the pu]]?ilux| method
ber Perhaps the strike
rendered unneces

That is the belief of those of

would have been

us who urge the workers to use their
votes f{ the acquirement of politi-
cal power. If the votes are given

for Capitalists then it is the Capital-

ists who possess the politieal power
They are now using it to the detri
ment of the railwaymen and all the
workers and for the prolongation of
the system whereby they live. That
system is doomed, but it looks as if
in its death-struggle there will be
much suffering for humanity. Yet
it need not be. I wish the workers
would get sense more quickly.




