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this year, a little done next, and so

A Model Rural School
for Canada.

[The Rittenhouse School, near Jor-
' dan Harbor, Ont.]

Not long ago, a well-printed and
well-illustrated announcement, con-
taining a full history of the work
and development of the Rittenhouse
School—probably the most notable
rural school in (‘anada—found its
way into the office of ‘“ The Farmer's
Advocate.”” For a day or two it lay
about on the desks ; space had been
given before to a notice of this
school—why should it be necessary to
repeat ?

But the dumb appeal of that at-
tractive pamphlet was insistent. The
pictures were compelling, forcing, as
they did, comparisons with the bare,
uninteresting, lack-lustre halls of
learning which practically all of the
children of rural Canada are obliged
to attend. Here was one, for in-
stance, of the library; here one of the
natural-history museum; here were
others of interested boys and girls
setting out plants, budding, making
cuttings, working on the school-gar-
den, in the manual training and sew-
ing rooms, or sitting in school-rooms
that looked at once well-lighted,
comfortable, and attractive.

Then the question began to intrude
itself, ‘* Why not repeat ?"’ Pesta-
lozzi himself said that * Repetition
is the secret of all true education,’’
and are the trustees and other rate-
payers of the various school sections
throughout Canada not, like all
men and women, merely ‘‘ children of
a larger growth,”” amenable, often,
to the same influences, methods and
laws that govern the lads and lasses,
tripping, basket in hand, to school ?

Could any trustee or ordinary rate-
payer read an account of the Ritten-
house school without being inspired ?
—that was the question. And was
there not need enough for such in-
spiration almost in every district ?
Was it not true that, in listening to
the conversation of almost any group
of men, one heard little but talk of
the crops, of the stock, perhaps a
little about politics or the events of
the day ? And that the conversa-
tion of a group of women was more
than likely to be concerned with the
buttermaking, with details about
chickens or turkeys, the style
of new dresses, the neighborhood gos-

sip, the latest recipes ? How seldom
a word in regard to the training and

development of the children! Was
it true, then, that the children were
the objects of least worth in a dis
trict 2 If not, why so little atten-
tion paid to them ? Why, the fact
that, while money might be paid

willingly for new buildings or stock,
for new furniture or rubber-tired bug
gies, there was usually a pgrouch at
the least suggestion of a few dollars
extra to pay for a better teacher, to
equip a school laboratory, or to huy
some extra land for a school garden
Assuredly, the School
might well be broucht again
as an example to an all-too-thought
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less thousand upon thousand of rural
‘“ gections.”’

““ But how many rural sections have
a Mr. Moses Rittenhouse to foot (he
bills ?"’ True enough, vet the con
sideration is this—not that every
rural school shall advance with =
bound to the perfection of the Rit
tenhouse school, bhut that each rural
section will do the utmost that it

can each year to promote the educa-
tional facilities for the children who
comprise its school A little done
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on, systematically, year after year,
can work wonders.

In the old-time schoolhouse the
teacher was obliged to scrape along
with half a dozen maps—probably
stretched across the windows, doing
double duty as “ blinds "’ also—a
box of crayons, and eighteen square
feet of blackboard, and often good
work was done by the pupils, but it
should be reriembered that that tocd

work was done in spite of, not le-
cause of, lack «f facilities. With
better equipment, bright pupils, as

well as dull, might have done much
better work—rather, one prefers to
say, reached much higher develop-
ment—the aim of all true education
should be not, primarily, to show
evidence of work done, but to bring
about development of the whole
child in such a way as to make him
better equipped for all the duties and
difficulties that he shall meet in life—
Lo produce, in short, not especially
most excellent students, but most ex-
cellent men and women. Is there
any reason, then, why every rural
school should not be equipped with
at least a working complement of
maps, globes, charts, number-appar-
ata, weights and measures, reference
books, and books for inspiration,
sand-boards, etc., for the little be-
ginners, and such equipment for na-
ture study, manual training and do-

mestic science as can he by any
means obtained ? Not all in one
vear, perhaps—but many vears fol-
low the one the other.
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of land for a campus and school-
garden surrounding the schoolhouse,

and, in addition, five acres of park
lot across the road, on which has
been erected Victoria Hall, a fine

building, in which Women'’s Institute
meetings and assemblies of all kinds
are held.

The wing to the north of the
schoolhouse is used for a class-room
and museum, in which are specimens
of plants, an insect collection, a
mineral collection, a large archaeo-
logical collection of Indian work, an
experimental beehive, etc., while else-
where in the building accommodation
has been provided for manual-train-
ing and sewing classes. An open-
air skating rink and toboggan
slide assist to ‘make play-time as
profitable as may he during the win-
ter.

Victoria Hall, it may be noted, is
equipped with a stage, opera chairs,
a piano, and fine projection lantern,

and the purpose of the surrounding
park-lot, mostly wooded, may be
gathered from the fact that it is

provided with a band-stand. benches,
tables, swings, and a booth.

One acre of the school ground is de-
voted to the school garden, which has
been established not as a show gar-
den, but to assist in training the
hands, eves and minds of the chil-
dren. to give them such an under-
standing of country life as will help
to make them love it. and to bring
them into touch with the work which
will, in all probabilityv, be the life-
work of the great majority of them

four years, an

cluding, also,
observable
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any school board would not pe fi-
nancially embarrassed or unneces-
sarily burdened for having conducteq
a schoo! garden.”’

It should be comparatively easy,
Mr. Gayman thinks, for most sectioris
to have an eighth of an acre of
ground for individual plots for the
children to work in. At the Ritten-
house school, two spaces of 45 min-
utes, each Tuesday and Thursday,
are devoted to garden work, and dur-
ing the holidays the children take
care of the plots.

The garden work practically begins
in the winter, when lessons bearing
on planting and germination are giv-

en, and each child ig required to
make out his plans in his exercise
book. About Arbor Day the

pPlots
are prepared, each 6 x 10 feet for the

older pupils; smaller for the little
ones. Both vegetables and flowers
are grown. ‘““ Most noticeable,"’
says Mr. Gayman, ‘“ has been the in-
fluence of floriculture on some of the
boys who seemed to have little taste

for the beautiful. A few years ago
they wished to

grow vegetables ex-
clusively ; things that represented
money and their living appealed to
them. To-day the same boys are

cultivating the larger area in flowers,
which shows that the @sthetic is onp
the ascendant. Let us not forget
how much of life’s course is furnished
by environment, and that its enrich-
ment makes possible nobler tastes,
more refined ideals. As Ruskin has
said, ‘“ What we like determines what

we are ; and to teach taste IS in-
evitably to formn character.”
Practical experiments have, how-
ever, been carried out. ILast year,
thirteen varieties of tomatoes ‘were
grown, and it was found that, while

‘ Earliana "’ gave the largest vield,

““ Marvel * and ¢ Ignotum "’  were
pronounced the best from the can-
ner’'s viewpoint. Three hundred

celery plants were

also bedded out by
the children last

Year; while, during
average of 300 melons

has been harvested. Fruit trees and

grapevines have also been set out,
and the boys trim and cultivate
them.

Each autumn g fall fair is held, in-
fruits from the homes.
£-ofT in book-work has been

by reason of all these

On  the contrary, Mr.
testifies, ‘* Most gratifying
in examination
our garden work
pupils, by making
more efficient bhoth for manual
And again,
achers are bene-
by the change of air

No fallin

‘extras.”

We feel that

‘ Both pupils ang te

and sunshine, as the exercise and di-
Rittenhouse Public LibraryA version from the general routine  of
. schoolwork gives recreation, and in-
I'he present tittenhouse  scliool- Mr.  Harvey Gayman and Migs tellectual development jg aided by the
house, it will be remembered, was the  Lilian Robins, who fill the much-to- Planning of work. We are con-
inspiration  of Mr. Moses Ritten- be-envied positions of teachers in thjs Vinced that garden work assists large-
house, the Lincoln County “ old school, are very enthusiastic ip I‘c‘r- lv in forming the foundation for a
boy;"" who has become a millionaire  gard to the gardens, ang very ex- firm will and sell-reliant action, or,
lumber merchant, of Chicago. In  plicit in regard to their cost ‘ \1“ in other words. for moral character.’’
1890, when the school trustees of the  often has our garden heen m.lsrop;"— SCHOO] <o -
section in which  Mr. Rittenhouse sented regarding the cost zm(l\ Iill)ttl' Miss . ‘ _[. ; l‘j\\].\(..
hived when a boy, were talking about  done,’ says Mr. Gayman, in pis re- 1 :‘.%‘*-‘Imlrm‘_\ 'S evidently an en-
erecting a new school lnul'lmg,»lhu_\ port, ““that we helieve i1t to )»L.‘ to t‘llls"f“'t n ‘Ing;”-‘{ to the incorpora-
were encotiraced to make l_ll s 1(_»[‘ a4 the interest of the garden movement -“'”.”\r o SR umm'mt of technical
really artistic edifice, which might  that this BIFor be Gorrestoed Nfrae }f]ft‘rmtu;n with ]n‘m_luusrhnol work.
be an whma mater, rather than & could have been spent, as \A\e A\\'m‘:: ".']“"’\'(“m(,l e ',;‘”.lf'(i. in its real
!y*"‘|‘>I.’.],‘nt;“::“\,‘“' f\l 1‘tu:‘1(.;I11‘|'l:]lnt~1(1}, h{\l\f\h.{ not hampered for funds, but that ;\u- ?t;?:,;\,}‘,1:11;:,”:‘1:\ '\\'\.h” ! 11t dole‘si m;t'
S It re ¢ g - . e s S ’ A N N
SHiL e of Hle o S lh]slln:nny :].(l-‘kt:l.t,i(' ,'l“ Iul{llj.rlt' tor other ruryl st themselves to tth(u” :11:?1(1;11} lai(fe
b, 1 I i :\u‘ ‘h'l\‘. \\].,;\1”-“”;, trustees an( teachers theyv enter.” And she puts in &/
cecded, the sollionaite has  beconie ”‘m\ -\‘\ }.I\mll aved  the part of eeon- word for the girlg : Already much
an enthusiast i recard to this rural |1o|:; cost l]\“l;..?i"\ our .g«'l"]"!! for more has been done for the })O‘VS than
school He hias sinee purchased and paid . ,(,‘“ oo and $30 0 of this  for the girls  of our schools. No
e ‘ e S R e as a Giovernment Lrant, vou  wonder the girls have in the
presented to Llon, rour  acres can readilv gpp that our seetio, . \H“ o “, S17S have, in the past,
ton, oar shunned housework

as a means of
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