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Imperial interest and for such concerted
action founded on that consultation as the
several governments shall determine,”’

If at the first glance this resolution seems
to conflict with Lord Curzon’s previous state-
ment concerning the business of the Confer
ence, a closer examination will show that it
does mot. 1t reads pleasantly, it repeats what
has been said a hundred times, it evades the
thorny features that wre met whenever the
problem of Imperial [Federation is erappled
with. The substance f it all is that this is
1o time to consider such constitutional ques-
tions. This decision was wise.  DButowas 1
necessary 10 hold a Conference and pass reso-
Intions that the questions st be le! alone!

The Conference, nnnecessarily taking up the
vexed question of Tmperial Preferential Trade,

took a course which, so Tar as the Overseas

Dominions are concerned, may be happilyoex-
pressed in these classie lnes:
Mother, may | go ont to swim'?
Yes, my darling daughter,
Hang vour clothes on i hickory T
But don’t go near the water.
The Conference resolution says tores thiogs
(1) That the principle of preference s ap

proved; but (2) it s distinetly unde ratood that
such approval does not inelude preferential
tariff on foodstuffs. the only inrportant things
that the Dominions export to Giread Sritain
and 3 that in any case nobody need doany
thing about it now. Surcly a policy ol silenee
would have been better than vhis, especially
as the conclusion reached. while abandoning
the very essence of the preferential tari T gues:
tion ds hitherto considered, contains  contro-
versial matter upon which nany Brinsh states
men hold strong opinions, thus vaising iovery
contentions 1l|1«-\1iun at o time when speh mat

tors should he Jaid aside,

Ireland

H OW acute the Trish question still s may
be judged from the Tact that inoa by
clection in South Longlord (the constitueney
onee represented by the Tate Ton, Indward
Blake . Mo MeGuinness. a Sinn Feinoeandi-
date. has Just heen elected by a small majority
over o follower of Mr. John Redwond. The
Sinn Fein party are the extreme Trish element,
which secks not constituntional Home Rule but
the separation of Treland from the British -
pire. The wember-eleet isoat present in jail
under athreee vears’ sentence for participation
in the Dublin rebellion of a year awo. This
clecetion illustrates the hard position in which
Mr. Redmond and his Nationalist followers
are placed. Loyally accepting the assurances
of the Liberal leaders that they wonld give Tre-
land Home Rule, the Nuationalists have striven
fo suppress everything like disorder and 1o
make Treland contented. Just when atter long
vears of strugeles the Thowe Rule  Aet was
passed. the war came on. Mro Redmond and
his friends assented 1o a femporary suspension
of the Act. and gave thenr best efforts to en-
conrace recrutting aud to support the Gov-
ernment inits poliey for carrying on the war.
The war has lasted Tonger than imany supposed
it would.  The coming into operation of the
Home Rule Act s delayed. Muceh of the old
hostility fo Home Rule is occeasionally mami-
fosted by the Ulster element. The Sinn Fein
lrishmen take advantage of this situation to
preach that it is useless to look to Kngland tor
justice. Tu the contest just elosed two ol the
most promiuent ITrish Jeaders, Mr. John Dillon
and Mr. Joseph Devling warmly supported the
Nationalist candidate, but, as the redurns show,
the people are more ready to listen to the ex-

{remists than to those who stand for constitu-
tional agitation.

This eleetion, and that of a recent date in
which another Sinn Fein  candidate, Count
Plunkett, was chosen, will afford much encour-
agement to the disloyal elements in Ireland,
and make the fask of Mr. Redmond and other
Nationalist leaders harder than hefore. An ear-
Iy coming into operation of the ITome Rule
Act.cither in its present shape or with amend-
ments agreed upon, would not entirvely stop the
Sinn Fein movement, for, aswe have said, the
leaders of it are not looking for constituiional
Home Rule. But in all probability the estab-
lishing of Home Rule as an actual condition,
instead of an Act held in suspense, would to a
large extent disarm the distoyal sections and
vive the friends of law and order a  better
chanee to obtain control.

It <hould be evident by this fime that the
cranting of Home Rule for Treland is now in-
cvitable. This being the case, those who have
Hitherto so warmly opposed the measure may
reasonahly bhe asked to aceept the situation
and put tie law info operation at a time when
sieh o step s likely to he of much value in
promoting the inferests of lreland and the
l‘::n]rir't‘.

The Nation

Y HE ban placed by the British anthorities
I on the transmission abroad of the Lon-
don Nation has ecalled forth very widespread
coudemnation, by no nicans confined to quart-
ers in which the Nation’s eriticisms of men
and things are approved. Mr. Massinglram, the
editor of that journal, in writing ol the in-
cident, said: Mr. Llovd George’s Government
has now added British Liberalism to the list
of prohibited exports.” The London Chronicle,
which has itself joined in the condemnation of
the action faken. has published a semi-official
statement whieh reads strangely. " The Gov-
ernment. the Chronicle was authorized to say,
“have had nothing whatever to do with this
insensate prohibition.  The responsibility for
it belongs to the intelligence department of the
War Office. Neither the Cabinet nor the pro-
paganda department of the IForeign Office ap-
perars to have been consulted or informed on
the subject.” From other sources it has been
learned that the Army Couneil ordered the pro-
Jihition, because it had learned that cnemy
papers had quoted from the Nation. The rea-
son given is an extraordinary one, in view of
the treedom which was long permitted to the
Northeliffe press to indulge in criticisms of
the Asquith Cabinet, which naturally enough
were reproduced in German papers. More re-
markable is the apparent distinetion which has
heen drawn. in the semi-official explanation,
hetween the ©Government ™ and the " War Of-
fice.” 10 under the new order of things de-
partments are to he peruitted to fake import-
ant steps without the authority of responsible
officials, and if the Cabinet is to he allowed
to disassociate itself from the aection taken, it
Gs time for a revival of something like re-
sponsible government in Great Britain.

Inadequate Pensions

CONSIDERABLE amount ol dissatisfac-
A tion is being expressed by returned sol-
diers and their families over the adwinistra-
tion of pensions.  On general principles the
eriticisin is that the pensions arve totally inade-
gquate and that the Board sticks to the letter
of the law rather than interpreting its spivit,
I hard aud fasi rules have been made re-
earding the awounts to be paid 1o different
classes of disabled soldiers, then the Board of
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Pension Commissioners have nothing to do but
to interpet the law as they find it. We do not
believe, however, that that was the spirit which
pronmpted those who put the law on eour statute
books. If such is the case, however, the senti-
ment throughout the country will eall for radi-
cal changes. Without being actually extrava-
gant it is imperative that Canada deal gener-
ously with her returned soldiers. These imen
risked life“and limb in defence of the liberty
whicli we prize so highly. Their going made
possible our staying at home in peace and se-
curity.  We dare satisfied that the country
would support the commissioners if they dealt
generously with the returned men, and, instead
of sticking to the mere letter of the law, inter-
preted it in a broad, generous spirit.

Nothing will have a more detrimental effect
on recruiting than the impression that the coun-
try will not provide thoroughly and adequate-
Jy for her wounded soldiers. It would be well
for the Board of Pension (pmmissfoners to give
heed to the eriticisms which are being made in
regard to their work.

A Successful Scheme

W E referred several weeks ago to a sug-

gestion made by Principal Cumming,
of the Nova Scotia Agricultural College, that
town folks wishing to encourage inereased pro-
duction on the farms wight do so by under-
taking to supply fertilisers at cost and to ac-
cept payment at the end of the season in farm
produce at minimum priees. The projeet did
not go without eriticism, Some people said that
no farmers would be willing to make the ar-
rangement proposed.  This, however, has not
proved correct. A Halifax committee took up
the scheme and proceeded to make the neces-
sary arrangements.  The oniv difficulty now
is in obtaiming sufficient fertiliser to meet the
demand.  The farmers are guararteed that in
the settlement of their fertiliser aceount their
vegetables shall be valued at not less than the
following prices:

Potatoes—70¢. per bushel.

Turnips—=25¢. per bushel.

Beets—70¢. per bushel.

Carrots—7i0c. per bushel.

Parsnips—70¢. per hushel.

(abbage-——114Le, per 1h. (Fall),

Beans—$5.00 per bushel.

Wheat—$1.50 per bushel.

Oats—70c. per bushel.

Buckwheat—85¢e. per bushel.

These are prices which assure the farmer a
moderate return on the larger operations he is
undertaking. I, as is quite probable, the
market prices are higher when the crop is
harvested, the farmer will be entitled to the
higher price. The guarantee that in any case
he will receive a price that will be remunera-
tive encourages him fo undertake the larger
operations. The movement bids fair to be a
useful aid in the campaign for greater produe-
tion, besides impressing the farmers with the
eood results that may be obtained from im-
proved farm methods,

Non-Partisan War

There is a general recognition of the pat-
riotic action of President Wilson, in naming a
very distinguished  political  opponent,  Mr.
Elihu Root, as the head of the mission about
to proceed to Russia. Seeretary McAdoo, in
preparing his financial measuares, invited the
co-operation of Republican leaders, as well as
Democrats.  The President’s action in naming
Mr. Root is turther evidenee of his desire to
ignore the guestion of party patronage and to
unite all sections in  the prosecution of the
war, .
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