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querors. Russia, Austria and Germany, some-
times in union, sometimes independently, have
in the years of history crushed Poland until
the name of the ancient Kingdom disappeared
from the map. Through the several partitions
of the country its territory was absorbed by
its powerful neighbors. Every effort of the
patriot Poles to obtain their independence
was frustrated by one or other of the more
powerful states. What remained under the
name of Poland became part of Russia nearly
half a century ago. In the carly days of the
present war the Russian (‘zar—moved, let us
hope, by more regard for liberty than his pre-
decessors had exhibited—made proclamation
that it was a part of his programme to give
Poland, if not complete freedom, at least
autonomy. Sinece that time the German-Aus-
trian fotees have overrun Poland and the
country is now under their control. It is in this
situation that the Emperors William and
Frances Joseph come to the Poles with an as-
surance of freedom and independence — of
course to take cffect at the close of the war,
and, though this is not mentioned, under the
rule of some German prince.  From being the
most oppressed people in Europe the Poles now
find their favor much sought by those who in
the past have erushed them. Each of the con-
tending parties seems to say to Poland, **Cod-
lin’s your friend, not Short.”” “‘Help us and
vou shall have autonomy,”” say the Russians.
“Support us and you shall have freedom, in-
dependence, the rvestoration of your ancient
Kingdom,”’ say the Germans. The unhappy
Poles may well look with suspicion on the
promises with which their old enemies come
to them under present conditions.. That the
Russia of to-day is not the Russia of the olden
time we of the British Empire are bound to be-
lieve, for otherwisc there could be mo such
alliance as now exists. But tho Poles who snf-
fered so mueh from Russian tyranny in former
days may be slow to have the same faith.
Many of them may find the (German-Austrian
proclamation of Polish independence a great
temptation.  But they will have to look to
rceent as well as ancient history before they
put their faith in Berlin and Vienna.  They
will do well to remember that the freedom
and independence of Belgium were guaranteed
by Germany as well as by other powers, and
that the moment the interest and convenience
of Germany could be promoted by such a
course the guarantee to Belgium was cast aside
as a worthless serap of paper. In the broad
licht of the events of August, 1914, who is there
in any part of the world who can put faith in
any treaty, guarantee, proclamation or promise
of Kaiser William?

HE Toronto weekly journal, Saturday
Night, has just won a vietory in a libel
suit brought by a promoter whose efforts to
sell stock were sharply criticized by the paper.
The plaintiff claimed $50,000 damages. The
jury, before finally retiring to consider their
verdiet, put this question to the judge: *‘I¥
the defendants acted in good faith and without
malice, even though hurtful to the claimants,
would they be guilty of libel?™ Tis Lord-
ghip’s reply, as reported, was that *‘if goed
faith existed and malice was absent, 1t was al-
ways so much in favor of the defence.” Tae
jury returned a verdict for the defendants.
The freedom of the press is often, but not
too often, spoken of as onc of the most neces-
sary guarantees for the protection of the pub-
lic. It is better perhaps, that occasionally the
press shall err than that by fear of prosecutien
it shall be restrained from eriticism which seems

to be called for, and which,_ as_the judge in
this case remarks, is not prompted “by matice.
The criticism of the flotation of public com-
panies is clearly within the line of legitimate
journalism. It not unfrequently happens that
in their zeal to sell stock promoters make
representations that are not fully warranted
by the facts. A public journal which-in such
& case exposes the misrepresentation does a
public service. The press generally and the
public too should congratulate Saturday Night
on its vindication of the freedom of the press.

Journalists, however, while they rejoice at
cvery victory of this kind, should be reminded
1ot only of their high privilege but also of
their high responsibility. Privilege and re-
sy onsibility must always go hand in hand. The
undoubted power of the press should be used
with moderation, with a sincere desire to be
fair and just to those whose actions, whether
in the field of business or that of public affairs,
are made the subject of eriticism. Too often
this sense of responsibility is lost sight of and
writers, overzealous in their cause, indulge in
attacks that are not warranted. Let journal-
ists, while standing for the freedom of the
press, stand also for moderation and fairness,
{o the end that the power of the press may
be used for the promotion of the public good
and not for a less worthy purpose.

The Presidential Term

IIE close of another Presidential cam-
paign in the United States makes the
moment favorable for the consideration of
some features of the Presidential office that
seem weak and unsatisfactory. The system of
indirect voting — the people voting, not for the
respective candidates, buts for ‘‘Presidential
electors’” who are to make the formal election
at a later stage—is admittedly clumsy and in-
efficient, but actual harm . so seldom arises
from it that perhaps it may be too much to
expect reformation concerning it. The short-
ness of the Presidential term and the absence
of any provision for a retiring President are
defects which must be generally recognized.
Our American neighbors push the idea of gov-
ernment of the people by the people for the peo-
ple so far that it keeps the country in perpetual
political hot water. In some of the States the
election for Governor is an annual affair. It
is sometimes said, by way of condemnation of
a President, that he is playing his eards to ob-
tain a second term. Why should he not do
s0? The Presidential office is a great one, of
which any citizen of the Republic may well
feel proud, and a desire to hold the office for
more than the short term of four years is not
a quality to be condemned. In the manage-
ment of the great affairs of the nation, there
is but little that can be accomplished in such
a short term. There will be many ecases in
which the experience of a President during
his term will suggest reforms which cannot be
worked out in such a short period. If the
President, instead. of being obliged to spend
a large part of his time in planning for re-
election, had a longer term and was prohibited
from being a candidate for a second term,
would he nat be able to render a better service
to the mation? A United States Senator is
clected. for six years, the President for only
four years. It would seem to be the part of
wisdom to give the President a single term of
say seven or eight years, prohibit his re-election,
and provide a very handsome retiring pension,
so that the man who had been chosen.as the
head of the nation might after the close of his
term be able to live during the remainder of his
life in a manuner compatible’ with the ‘dignity
of the great office he had occupied. The case

for suey,'aq_‘arrangq*ment as this could be made
very strong and if properly presented by lead-
ing statesmen would be pretty sure to receive
public approval.

The Little War Chest -

HE arrangements’ that are being made
T by the Finance Department to receive
the savings of small investors, for the war ser-
vice, should have the very cordial support of the
public. It is not merely because the issue of
short term certificates as low as $25 will bring
in a considerable amount of money that the
arrangement is to be commended. Perhaps
all that will be received in this way could easily
be obtained from the banks or from large in-
vestors. But much good will be done if some
thousands of persons of small means in all
parts of the country can in this way be induced
o exercise thrift, and to apply the fruit of
such thrift directly to the war service. Under
a condition of affairs that cverybody must
know is temporary and caused by the war,
the mass of the Canadian people who are en-
gaged in the various industries are enjoying
much more than ordinary prosperity. There
is abundance of work for men and women
and wages are at their highest record. Un-
fortunately this favorable state of affairs does
not exist for all. There are many people of
the salaried class and others of small income
who do not share in this increase of receipts,
and who therefore feel keenly the large ad-
vance.in the cost of living. Apart from these,
however, the Canadian people are earning much
more than usual and, making dllowance as
oné must for ‘the increased cost of nearly
everything they have to buy, they ought to be
laying up, money for the proverhial rainy day.
That they are generally doing so is by no means
clear. The temptations to spend are many.
In too many instances the money that comes
so easily goes out"quickly in ways that are
not consistent with intelligent thrift. If some
of those who are thus spending their money
for that which is naught can have their atten-
tion. arrested by this savings movement, the
result will be beneficial to them and to the
comntry. All who are brought into touch with
these prospering working people should en-
deavor to intercst them in the movement and
induce them to join in it. The investment is a
sound one. The rate of interest offered (5 per
cent) is a good one. The facilities for invest-
ment are convenient. Beyond this is the pride
which the workingman should have in a know-
ledge that by saving and investing in this
miniature war loan he is ‘‘doing his bit’’" for
the Empire's cause. The investment of even a
modest sum-in- this way cannot fail to make
for the cultivation of patriotism and of all the
other qualities of good citizenship. Let the
movement for turning the small savings into
the war chest be general and succesful.

—

The admirers of Mr. Roosevelt have lost no
time in placing him in the field for the Repub-
lican nomination of 1921 for the Presidency.
They say a mistake was made in the nomina-
tion of Mr. Hughes, and that if Mr. Roosevelt
had been the candidate he would have won
easily. Of all the sad words of tongue or pen
the saddest are these, it. might have been;
and Republicans will find little comfort in the
thought that they might have won the Presi-
dency if they had taken a different course.
Besides, the contention of the Roosevelt peo-
ple overlooks the important fact that hundreds
of thousands of Republicans held Mr. Roose-
velt responsible for the “defeat of 1912 and
would certainly not-have voted for him if he
had been nominated this year, '
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