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THE DOMINION PRESBYTERIAN.8
AN INSPIRING CRISES.ANOTHER CHRISTMAS.tbt Domini m Prtsbvitrlw In many ways and through many win root 

11iv knowledge in living pressed upon the 
people of Canada that thi# country in en­
joying an unprecedented degree of mate­
rial pm*|icrity. And just parallel with 
that iiroHperity tlie mtelligeiue is living 
pressed u|Km our hignly favored |>cople 
tliat from every quarter of the heathen 
world—from the region» lying in the dark 
Nhadow of moral and spiritual gloom— 
there u> eouiing to the cam of tlie L'-hris- 
tiau world tlie plaintive and pleading cry, 
"Come over and lielp us." There are 
many "vMaeedoniaa" lixim w liivli this try 
w coming.

XVliât does it all mean? It mean» two 
things. First of all, it m va lie that God 
ha» answered Lue prayers of Christian 
people eo long and earnestly presented, 
tliat He would open the cloned door» of 
the heathen world. The wide, wide world 
is o|ien to tlie Gospel and the p .0tossed 
follow ci» of the Lord Je»us are thereby 
reminded of the great commission, "Go 
ye into all the world and preach the Uus- 
1 red to every creature," and God’s people 
are confronted by thw challenge, "Go in 
and iKissoss the laud" for the Lord Je»us.

Jn the second place, the groat material 
prosperity tlie people of Canada are en­
joying is a reminder to them tliat they 
are not only called on to "go in and pos- 
ko* the land"—-the opened up heathen 
world—but they are also reminded that 
the Lord of the Harvest is furnishing 
them with the means, and will furnish 
thorn with the men. necessary to carry on 
the campaign; and I Nick of that they have 
the inspiring promise attached to the git*it 
tommiMum, ”1»». I am with y vu alway. 
even to the end of the world." <Sur«4y the 
people, and etqievially the Presbyterians, 
of Canada will rise to the measure of their 
opiiortunifie» and realize the solemn re­
sponsibility which answered pruyên» and 
great material blessing* im|(0»e upon them, 
keeping in remembrance the prophetic and 
inspired declaration of Malachi. "Bring 
ye all the tithes into the storehouse, that 
there may lie meat in my house, and 
prove me now herewith, suitli the Lord 
of llusts, if I will not o|ieu you the win­
dows of heaven and pour you out a bless­
ing, that there »hall not be room enough 
to receive it.”

XX' hen Mordevai was pleading with 
Vuccti Esther to intercede with King Ali- 
asuerus on behalf of her countrymen 
whose lives and liberties were threatened 
by the inachiiiatioiie of Hainan, he put to 
her the 'pointed question, "XX'ho kuoweth 
whether thou art come to the kingdom 
for such a time as this?" This pertinent 
question might well be put to the Ubri»- 
Via 11 men and w omen of Canada today : 
" XX'ho know till whether thou art ixmie to 
tliie unique criwis of answered prayers and 
oierllowing material prosperity for such 
a time as this?"

1 There am several ways of taking 
V-lHiNtmaw; tlie individual point of view 
Isis no small relation to age. 
clukl 1x11, and young people generally, 
t hristiius is the day of days, because of 
tiicir lui bit of fnuikly enjoying tiie 
goo«l tilings of tlie moment, without peii- 
lwring |«usent enjoyment! with |*eowve- 
ness as to lira post or anxiety as to the 
future. The oklor people cannot be blam­
ed too much for recalling tlie days t hait 
are no more, wlien they flunk of forn.ur 
Christma»es; nor, as the Vule days tly 
|Ku*t quickly, like telegraph posts on a rail­
way journey, can one wonder if those 
I Amt the midiUc period of life should mus­
ingly it'iwat that
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rot hlmle, 
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starkly jikkIr* 
will kiy Mm

Bui this minor undertone must not lie 
viKouniged U*o much. It ie saner mid 
liealUiicr on LTirifdma* to

"Krotm* «mi* nihil* to inlmtHi and uiimtI-

XX'li <h Ini is 
IMIS IlfIV

If It lie true that Anglo-Saxon 1 staple 
"take tlieir pleasures wuly." it is high 
time Hiey took a more enlivening view. 
Who in time |Nist or time prwent have 
lieen inure favored of God than the Anglo- 
Raxton |MM>plc? Ur what |x>rtlon of the 
Kti v has more for which to l*e thank­
ful than ('nnada?

As for the world at large, nothing 
won* to Ik* taking much harm. Through 
travail, doubtk'M, 'he progress of the 
world must mine; but the world is pro­
gressing.

Am for the individual.—you, for in­
stance there i» not one life in a hundred 
in which the liapisncs» and the blv*<ing do 
not vastly outweigh the misery and tie 
unlMippincw*. If ycni do m t think so, 
think again; you arc prolxibly mistaken.

After all. on (lirisbnn* Day, with their 
unmorhid enthueiudic. and sigli'-iiiiiuh.tf 
enjoyment, it is the children who are 
•ound and mne. Let flieni enjoy tlie day 
to the full, and may those wlm can no 
longer lie described as children catch 
something of their tine Christmas spirit !

Agi* will rust Hie bright 
And 11 mi* will Im-ak Mic 
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Ottawa, XVbdnksday, Dkv. 19, 1906

Many subscribers are In arrears for 
1906, and not a few for two or more years. 
This la embarrassing to the publisher. 
Will subscribers take a look at the ad 
dresfl tag on their paper ,and if in arrears 
make prompt remittance.

At the meeting of the Saugevn Presby­
tery at llarrwmi on Tuesday, the matter 
of union was discussed and an overture 
to the Assembly was passed unanimously 
throwing a good deal of cold water on the 
project.

Christmas is reproduced in the experi­
ence of every believer. At some time Je­
sus is born anew in every heart, 
such i# only true to tlmw who watch and 
w 'it. There were hundred* in Bethlehem 
1 liât eventful night who did not know 
that the ton of God wa* there. In the 
spirit world desire is sight. They 
who look: the rest are blind.

But

CHURCH UNION.

Tlie fmir days’ conference at Toronto on 
Union I a* tween Prcsliyteriain». Mvrimdixt» 
and ( ongicg.it tonal is ts, has mine to au
end. "The ikk^vlea ««wider that they 
have |s».**ed (In* stage of feeling <Ik* way, 
’.tic picvalvnl note of this cmifci viicc 
Living Iwui lluit lIwy arc going mi to 
union, and (lui proceedings liave been on 
Unit basis." As Judge Forlwa puts it,— 
Uhuroli Union is now wit bin hailing dis- 

\s wo anticipated, H is nut uon- 
sivjoi d within the regsm of tilings prac­
ticable to bring either the Anglican» or 
Ü10 Ifciptiiat* within the* uukm ingotia- 
•i uis at pivsvut.

Tin* next incutiug of tlie gcnvral union 
winmittei* will lw livid in Septemls«r. Mat­
tel's will lw coiisidi*rably advanced by the 
tiiuv the next General Assembly meets. 
Tin* prevailing feeling is that, tiliere should 
lw no uimIiiv Imsti*, on 'tlw one litmd; nor, 
011 llie other, any delay that is not neci-s-

I
The story of <'Kristinas, says an ex­

change. never become» as a tale that is 
told, but grows newer and sweeter 11» tin* 
units go by. To think Huit God came 
down from heaven to dwell among Bien, 
that the Almighty entered our human na­
ture by the gateway of birth, that the 
lirtinite should pass on earth a Imite life 
with its common terminal* of birth and 
death, that the unchangeable slunild )>u*s 
through the vu lying moods of joy and 
sorrow, of hope and tear, of pleasure and 
pain that we all know so well, that the 
Deity should identify himself no closely 
with us us to become our kinsman—the 
thought is too wonderful to grasp in a 
lifetime. And the joy of it! Were the 
whole heaven» a bell-dome and the earth 
a dapper etriking against ethereal walls, 
and the stars in the infinite »|su*iw the lis. 
tellers, the universal peak could not ex­
press the joy that ( liristnuw should wa- 
kon in human hearts.

The yiosl draconic example of State 
piuliibiBun m the new deem- against opi­
um *by the Chinese Government. The 
.drug L» to be suppressed within tweuty- 
j ears, the growth of opium, its use are 
lorbiddi'U, the young arc not allowed to 
acquire the habit, tlie ukl are to unlearn 
it a* won as possible. Temperance re- 
lormeis at home will watoh the result 
with i 11 tense interest. It" prohibition suc­
ceeds in the vase of Uhiua and opium, it 
will be more hopefully apiwalud to in this 
country against drinking. Those who re­
ly mrot on the education and Christ inn isa 
lion of the iwople will not (if they are 
wise) reject any help that can he got from 
prohibitive legislation.


