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than in the year 1870, and I believe about four times A8 many as were
in circulation by this Society three years ago. Thus you see, if there
were no other channel through which these publications could pass into
the homes of our people (but there are) through this channel alone, a
Vast amount of periodical literature is finding its way to the youth and
adult population of our province. And we are glad of it, for the read-
ing matter thus supplied is very good. It ought to be a sufficient
guarantee of its character to say that it is religious, and it would, were
it not that much of the current literature of the day that goes under
that heading is far from being what it ought to be. With e gard to
these periodicals, however, and we are acquainted more or less with all
of them, we have no he sitation in saying—(1)—that they are instruc-
tive. Some of them ¢ xoeedingly so They contain original articles
on interesting and ithportant ubjects, The y are edited and supported
by the ablest and best men of the day. And no ordinary reader can

peruse them without receiving valuable instruction from the -

(2)=—Attractive—~The articles they contain are for the most part

written in an easy, popular style. There is nothing heavy or dull
about them. nsequently they will be, and are read by scores of
people, and ¢ !,.‘-”‘}:‘ young ‘[~<-I-:l, who would seldom look into a
e bool if thoy did would be almost ure to grow tired
of it before they got halfl way through with it And moreover in t in

stirring age, those who are actively engaged in carrying on christian

work have not the time necessary for the perusal of the volumns that

are daily coming from the pross, but in thes periodicals they getina

condensed and attractive form the substance of them ust the informa-

Gon, and as much of it as they require for their work

Liberal, O ARION

may bo a par sgraph or even a

whole article in these periodicals that & rigid scotarian could not san

t but the aim of the m s not to n up sects, but 1o edify believers
and awaken sinners Moy are intonded for the church, the eatholic
hurch, and not for Ay particular branch of i, 0 the exclusion of all
other branche
(4 Keangelical Wo would say orthodox only it Is a littde dim
( termine what orthod iy s hos publications, so far as we
have scon them, are deckded]y and thoroughly evangelical. They pro-
‘ t Gronpe mply vory beautifully. Thelr theol £y may
In

e up in those w fis, “man s & sloner and Josus Christ ks
the Saviour.”

Speaking, thorefore, of them as a whole wo can safk Iy say they-are




