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way, will sit in the tempU of God showing himself that he is

God (2The8S.2.4).

The presence of the Spirit of God restrains in

measnre the full development of evil; so thatthe usur-

per of the rights and title of Christ has not yet been

manifested in the scene; but we see the spirit and

mystery of iniquity, or lawlessness, abrojvd on every

hand, isplaying itself in the danng presumption of

natu^lnutn in the things of aod.m the activity of

man's mind, seeking by its unaided powers to limit

and comprehend the infinite, and to set aside as mere

myth, fable, or human tradition, what it cannot bnng
within the narrow compass of its feeble, finite powers.

In the day that thou eatest thereof tkou ahult

purely die. were the words of the one living and true

God. the creator and preserver of His creature man,

when He had placed him in the garden of Eden, in

the midst of all the rich profusion of bounty,which

His goodness alone had suppUed But the tempter ap-

peared upon this fair scene and gave man nisnrst

fesson. in tampering with the word of God, Fe «J^W
not surely die, said the enemy; for God doth know

that in the day ye eat thereof, then your eyes shall l)e

o^ned, and ye shall be aayoda, Knowing good and

evil
. . A

This was man's first lesson, he acted on tt, and has been

an apt pupil in the dtvits school ever sime As a fallen be-

injr. he prides himPelf on his opened eyes and his

knowledite of good and evil which he acquired through

disobedieme and sin. Vox nearly six thousand years man

has been developing under the etumy's tratmng, and m no r-r-

spect has he made more rapid progress than as a meddler with

the word of God How the pride of the human mtellect

delights in displaying its prowess in the things of GoU;

and that too in the very face of the fa«t that we aie

specially warned in God's word against «'»^,,^**^^^

(^ jiersuaMve words of man's tctsdx>m. Why this

warning? The reason for it is given in the verse fol-

lowing, namely, that our faith might not »tnnd ui

the imsdom of nien, but in the power of God. (U oi

.

2 4 5).
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