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systom .)f Hcrtric railways un<ler a .•..mbinati..n of municipal and
provincial control. Its first ossay in railway ow.ur.l,i|, has l,e.„
the acquisition from the I'oro ManjucUc C\,m,.at,v ol a short l.iH
unprolital)lc line running from London t.) Port Stanley, ..n Lake
Ene, a -listance of 2, miles. In the first year's ..perati..n (1015-16)
the Hydro hiectric C-ommission has renewed the rolliny stock
'Lmbled the number ..f trips per .lay, re.luced the running time of
a I the trains, and comes out at the cn.i of the year with a surplus
«»fSi5,ooo.

Of the three dilTerent types of publicly owne.l railwaxs in
t a.iada fe.leral, provincial, and municipal it can be cnlKlenlly
said that all have been successful from at least three different sian.I-
point>; that is, honesty of administration, lower rates to the people
than are Kiven by private companies, and freedom from ihe legis-
lative corruption that has followed the surrender lo private ,,ersons
of a national prerogative carr>inK with it the power .)f jmblic
taxation. To charge the Intercolonial with failure because it
does not take from the j.ublic more than is required to maintain
the service is to misinterpret Can;ulian historx. Hv the simple
step of raisin;, the rates to the level of those of the private railways-
which would be mere justice or even b\- the device of exprop'riat-
iiiK the express business now monoi)oIized bv the private railways
the Intercolonial could be ma.le to yield a lar«e i>rofit this very
year, if that were not .1 violation of the covenant ma.le with the
maritim. p.r.,vinces at confe.leration. V'o'ji j the a.lvocates of
private ownership have the government of Canada remove the
reproach of cheap service by re{)u.liatin;r its c.)nstituti<.nal i)le<lges
or woul.l they have justice done by reducing the private companies'
rates to the level of the Kovcrnme.U road ?

_

In postal work the ideal of nearly all the nations ..f the worl.l
IS the wi.lest service at the cheapest rate, an.l scarcelv any country
seeks to make its postal service a means of profit .)r public revenue.
In the growing,' company of nations that own tlieir highwajs the
Ideal toward which they are striving is that .,f the jx.stal service
rather than the notion of raising surplus taxes by railway profits.
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