ernAfrrcan States w1Il become a reality. Fortunately, the
ruggle to.formulate a strategy to secure a meanrngful
or H South Afncans is still continuing.

D oblems for SADCC
g Turmn 1 NOW.t0: the SADCC initiative, it is clear that its

Lesotho,,one of the world’s five least developed coun-
ot istalso in a state of tension following years of autocra-
ic ru_le (recently the Minister of Public Works was killed by

embers of the Lesotho Liberation Army, a military w1ng .

1 exiled opposition Basutoland Congress Party), mis-
anagement -and widescale embezzlement of government
nds (the recent Report of the Auditor General on the
-+ Public.Accounts of Lesotho mentions so many instances of

fraud; waste and incompetence that there hardly appears to
be any agency or project connected with the government
_that is ‘untainted) and economic retrogression (besides
" chronic unemployment and inflation, Lesotho suffers from
fover—populatlon over-grazing and acute soil er051on) that

e = threatens the stability of the country.

F - The productlve and political life in Swaziland has been
all but stopped since King Sobhuza, until then the world’s
,longest-rergmng monarch (he ascended the throne in 1911)

- died in August1982. It now appears likely that eleven-year-

i old Prince Makhosimevlo, one of Sobhuza’s favorite sons,

“will be named to'succeed the man known as Ngwenyama or

_Lion. If that is true, the queen mother, called the
SN _‘,Ndhlovukatl or:she- elephant will rule until the prince is

_twenty-one. ‘And that means real power will be vested in
~the Ligogo or inner council, made up almost exlusively of
-members of the royal family of Dlaminis. Since regency

_rules are not the happiest to have, the fragile Swazi econ-:

y. Inay be 1n for a perlod of uncertainty and mstabrhty

,erspec ‘es January/February 1983 o

party. ates :
mlc collapse ‘Also Botswana

erosmn ‘of pohtrcal stabil \S thmgs stand therefore
SADCC . members are: facmg an. exceptlonally drs

i outlook

+Another p0551b1e dlfﬁculty for the future developm
of SADCC 1s that six of the nine members are inter
nected with-South Africa’s economy to a far greater exii;/
than they are with each others” economies. In fact, So
Africa dominates, in a number of different ways, the ec
omles of the’ BLS countries and to a lesser but signific
‘extent the economies of Zimbabwe, Zambia and Moz
brque For example, about 99 percent of Lesotho’s imp
come from and nearly all its non-diamond exports goj

< tances) from South Africa (about 150, 000 Basotho Work

“were ‘employed in South Africa as at June 30, 1982
“should be added that there are nearly 200,000 migr
workers from other nelghbormg countries reglstered in
" Republic. To take another striking example about 90
cent of Zimbabwe’s trade currently is either dlrectly wi
or in transit. through South Africa. Thus,. it is to be
pected that existing intra-regional ties will have to be m
tained for a long time to come and that, in fact, econo
'relations with South Africa might increase in the short

Conclusions on southern Africa -

In ‘the light of the foregoing ﬁgures and 1nterpre
tions; four observations seem justified. Fizst; demograj)
and economic realities are rendermg South ‘Africans of
races increasingly 1nterdependent in one 1ntegrated e
omy where the share of Whites in the labor force is dy
dling. Second, the new regional approach to. indust
development is a major move away from the traditid
homeland policy and toward a federalor confederal st
‘Third, unless South Africa’s domestic socio-political prsg
lems are dealt within a satrsfactory manner current effgx
to promote an economic union in southern Africa ca
possibly be successful. - Finally, given the economic
political situations in the SADCC countries, it is higyg
unlikely that SADCC, ‘even if its present plans for regig
cooperation were to prove reasonably successful,
serve as a major generator of economic growth.

Still there is no escaping the fact that the countrie
southern Africa could be a world power if all the resous
of these countries could be used to the best pos51b1e €
for the benefit of all the people of the region. Soone m
later this reality will compel all southern ‘African poﬁjh ev
cians to reassess their priorities: With his usual insig
Henry Kissinger, former United States Secretary of St
has described the choice: “History is kind to political &)
ers who use a margin-of choice while it is still availat
- Those who wait on events are usually overwhelmed
“them.” Speaking in Pretoria at the Institute of Intem
tional Affairs Outlook Conference in September 1982, :
_ Kissinger called for an “heroic effort” by.the southi
Afrrcan authontles to step up the process of reform Siby




