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The 1970s Was a decade of false dawns and failed:
orts — ten years littered with the wreckage of innu-
able meetings and the debris of dashed hopes.
at was needed most in a new and more dangerous
was a- consensus on- the nature, character and
cture of global relationships and agreement on the »
es of hurnan vsurvivél' as we approach the 21st cen-

But the people of the - world lost successwely
ughout the 1970s. Consensus eluded the efforts of
e Sixth and Seventh Special Sessions of the United
ions, the CIEC, UNCTAD IV and V, UNCSTED,

Commlttee of the Whole in New York and, in a dis-
ibing carry-over of the frustrations of the seventies

the eighties, the 11th Special Session of the Gen-
1 Assembly on development. The failure to achieve
hsensus at the Special Session was perhaps the most
ious. The dlalogue in. New York did not become po-
ized between strident demand and mute response. It
arized instéad between 'a much: diluted claim for a
bal dialogue of change and an unyielding triadic re-
altoeven contemplate asharing of power.

It is this issue of the sharing of power, manage-
nt and responsibility that lies at the heart of the
psent stalemate. It is doubtful whether any good pur-
& would be served by glossing over the question or
tendmg that' the dispute centred on other issues.

QUIShlng f pr ivilege, should cause dlfﬁculty It has

need not be surprised that power sharing or the re-

always done so in human history. To understand the -
selfishness and the contradictions of human nature is

* one thing; to acquiesce in their supremacy is quite an-
- other. ‘Understanding’ facilitates an approach that

seeks not merely to condemn but to encourage those
.who seek to stem the tide of progress, to convince and
toconvert them to the cause of change, to show why it
1is futile to try to hold back the dawn, why its prospects
should not frighten, why it could in fact usher in a bet-
ter day even for those who held sway in the unreal
light of night.

Governments and people everywhere, but espe- -
cially in the rich industrial societies, must be con-

- vinced of the urgency of the need for change. The old

postulates of power are no longer the primary elements
of human existence. We have begun the transition
from an era of dominance and dependency to one of in-

" terdependence; from a world governed by a small direc-

torate of the strong to one whose future must be deter-
mined by negotiation and by consensus with the many
who are weak; from a world in which sovereignty was a
sword to one in which it must increasingly be used only
as a shield. This transition must be made swiftly. As
the-old premises of global order fall away we court the
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