
satis tor's note: . This issue of International Perspectives is giuen over entirely to a discussion. ofdeuelopment or

:oulitr ,th-South.'issues. In preséntingthis material; we are divergi-ng from our usualeditorial policy in two-ways. First,

^iiré r are devoti.rig an entire issue to one subject area rather than to a variety of topics in order to provide oûr reader's with

iinad; dy of opinion on North-South issues i.nadvance ofthe major round of summitry that will focusonthese questions

as a' r thrs year. Secondly, five of the articles are based on a series of lectures deh:vered in Ottawa late last year by the

;ener° retary-Genera.l of the Comrnonwealth, the former presidéntof the OECDODeaelopmentCentre and three leaders

Le So^ r+-Latin America, Africa and Asia. The lecture series was sponsored by the Înternational Development Research
tre on the occasion o l its tenth anniversary. lJéspite our normal edïtorialpolicyofavoiding "speech" material, we

^_.
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T
nq i,-I,, red this unique or•esentation ofüieuls on the South deserved wider dissemination than it would otherwise.

ter c ,,g .receaz) e. The lim.i.tati,ons of space demanded considerable reduction of some. of the material, but the message and
the clm lysis renaain unchânged.
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by Shridath S. Ramphal

'; The 1970s was a decade of false dawns and failed;

P oftk f"311 rts - ten years littered with the wreckage of innu-
do r g'rable meetings and the debris of dashed hopes.

n co»` 4^^ at `,vas needed most in a new and more dangerous
was a consensus on- the nature, character and

t jizcture of global relationships and agreement on the
Ir âses of human survival as we approach the 21st cen-

resst ` But the people of the world lost successively
L A1t t1?toughout the 1970s. Consensus eluded the efforts of
tries[ tf'. Sixth and Seventh Special Sessions of the United

coit N ions; the CIEC, UNCTAD IV and V, UNCSTED,
e p1y^ Committee of theWhole in New York and, in a dis-
mag t a^bing carry-over of the frustrations of the seventies
s 6t i!lto the eighties, the 11th Special Session of the Gen-

to â1 Assembly on development. The failure to achieve
ire n^ ctnsensus at the,Special Session was perhaps the most
qum ^e{ious. The dialogue in New York did not become po-
due
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lailized between strident demand and mute response. It
p^^arized instéad between a much diluted claim for a

bal dialogue of change and an unyielding triadic re-
fu: al to even cqntemplate a sharing of power.

It is this issue of the sharing of power, manage-
It1(nt and responsibility that lies at the heart of the

sent stalemate. Itis doubtful whether any good pur-
I?!- '-j 'e would be served by glossing over the question or
t? tending. that the dispute centred on other issues.
IF^e need notbe surprised that power sharing or the re-

^ n i (t i shing of privilege, should cause difficulty. It has

lobal management requi .red
for new econornic order

always done so in human history. To understand the
selfishness and the contradictions of human nature is
one thing; to acquiesce in their supremacy is quite an-
other. `Understanding' facilitates an approach that
seeks not merely to condemn but to encourage those
who seek to stem the tide of progress, to convince and
to -convert them to the cause of change, to show why it
is futile to try to hold back the dawn, why its prosp?cts
should not frighten, why it could in fact usher in a bet-
ter day even for those who held sway in the unreal
light of night.

Governments and people everywhere, but espe-
cially in the rich industrial societies, must be con-
vinced of the urgency of the need for change. The old
postulates of power are no longer the primary. elements
of human existence. We have begun the transition
from an era of dominance and dependency to one of in-
terdependence; from a world governed by a small direc-
torate of the strong to one whose future must be deter-
mined by negotiation and by consensus with the many
who are weak; from a world in which sovereignty was a
sword to one in which it must increasingly be used only
as a shield. This transition must be made swiftly. As
the old premises of global order fall away we court the
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