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Mutual deterence policies are dangerous

By MIKE MACKINNON

“More arms do not make
mankind safer, only poorer.”
—Brant Cgmmission

“Nuclear weapons have
kept the peace for nearly 40
years.” On the surface this
appears to be an accurate
statement for we have
managed to avoid global
warfare since the end of the
second world war. The key
word is “global”, because in
the last 40 years there have
been 130 conventional wars
in which 10,000,000 people
have been killed. The majori-
ty of these wars, although
local in nature, had the
potential for drawing in the
superpowers. This situation,
given the presence of
nuclear arsenals, could easi-
ly have led to global an-
nihilation.

The opening quote would
indicate that a policy of
mutual deterrence, such as
the one that already exists,
places world peace in a
precarious position. The
underlying notion for such a
policy is the maintenance of
a nation’s security. The fact
that both the U.S. and the;
U.S.S.R. have nuclear;
weapons pointed at each

Pacifism not a pas

By KAYE MacPHEE

Relax! The future will take
care of itself. I'm only one
person...there’'s nothing |
can do. If you really feel
these statements are true,
read no further. However, if
you are concerned about the
nuclear arms issue and fear
for this planet’s survival,
read on...

A feeling of
powerlessness has pervad-
ed the very fabric of our
society. Sadly, this attitude
appears to be particularly
prevalent among our youth.
People have been led to
believe that an individual's
efforts will prove to be futile.
| do not share this belief nor,
obviously, do the countless
thousands of those involved
in the peace movement
throughout the world.

One person can make a
difference; that’s been pro-
ven so often throughout
history that it can be taken
as fact, a given, making fur-
ther discussion concerning
the statement unnecessary.
In relation to the peace
movement we have ex-
amples of individual in-
itiative and courage that
have prompted other people
to make themselves aware
of the issues and become

other means their very ex-
istence is threatened. This
threat creates a feeling of in-
security that requires gover-
ning members to manufac-
ture psychological security,
which they accomplish by
developing and building
more nuclear weapons. The
justification for such

behaviour is the enemy’s &g

(whether it be the Soviets
the Americans) aggressive

Get involved!

N

actively involved. An exam-
ple of this type of individual
that comes immediately to
‘my mind is a New Brunswick
woman, Kay Bedell. Mar-
ching for peace in New York;
tying a rowboat to a vessel
that was bringing nuclear
products to Saint John har-
bour as a form of protest to
this action; and many other
activities that most of us
would never have the

courage to do are not con-
sidered extraordinary to
Mrs. Bedell. This usually
quiet and unassuming in-
dividual has been an inspira-
tion to me personally and to
many others in this pro-
vince. Her actions have en-
couraged numerous people
to become involved. Mrs.
Bedell and thousands of
other individuals like her in
Canada as well as in the
U.S.A. and Europe have pro-

nature. In this manner we at-
tain psychological security
while increasing the
justification for fear.
Superiority is an integra

rence policy. S.
there is a firm belief that it is

iin the nuclear advan-

necessary for the Americans

always been closely
associated with maintaining
this lead. The Soviets, on the
other hand, have always ex-
perienced feelings of in-
security until mutuality was
achieved. This resulted in a
drive to “catch up”. These
efforts are necessarily am-
biguous in light of the fact
they know little of what the
West is trying to do. Their
actions then appear to be ef-
forts at achieving superiority
and the race is underway.
The dissolving of the
American nuclear advantage
in the 1970’s put pressure on
U.S. leaders to use more
overt methods to frighten
the Soviets. This pressure
was further aggravated by
the American defeat in Viet-
nam, India’s successful
nuclear explosion (in 1974),
the challenge posed
OPEC and rising oil pri
and a growing rivalry ary
Western nations .for
rkets. The climax
1978 when
revolutiong

asult, thre
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ahead. It is interesting to
note that these ‘“Moments
of official anxiety” coincide
with efforts to increase Colc
War tension. During these
times the leaders are re
quired to convince the
public that they knoW best
Witness Ronald Reagan’s
response to the peace move
ment in early 1982:

“| would hope that some of
these people...would realize
that I'm with them...but |
would ask them to
consider...only in this posi-
tion do you have all the facts
necessary to base decisions
upon action, and therefore |
would ask them trust and
confidence...”
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the public that Soviet
nuclear capabilities are
superior and that only
“rearament’” can change
this. In the meantime, there
is evidence of Soviet fears

~ to prevent limited provoca-
tion, American nuclea
strategy policies have |
been confined to post-a
settings. The idea
able to strike
enough capabilit
vent retaliatory

that one person CAN
pake a difference.

# Many feel that pacifists
‘are passive, however, just

the opposite is true. as to where this nuclear the enemy is theamnderlying
Pacifists generally are those arms racé may end. notior : ited nuclear
poeple who become activiey ~ These att o '

involved in promoting U.S.govern here is just a

the public
‘““losses’;
strategic;

rtion of the reason-
yat forced the UN First
clal Session on Disarma-
ent to conclude:

peace. For those among you
who read news reports and
watch TV news, you are un-
doubtedly aware that
pacifists’ activities take the
many forms. They can range 1
from chaining oneself to a
nuclear weapon such as the
women did in Greenham
Common, England, to sitting
in your kitchen writing a let- 4
ter to your MP expressing
your concern. Your actio
do not have to be dramal
or what the media consi
newsworthy.

In short, all | and the 8
members of our grou
saying is that you ag
dividual are not po
and those who try
otherwise are in
ing you to deny
your value. S
aware of the iss
letter; discus
with your fami
go to :
demonstrate
do somethi

Don't b
pacifist!

Enduring international
peace and security cannot
be built on the accumulation
of weaponry by military
"+ alliances nor be sustained
by a precarious balance of
deterence or doctrines of
strategic superiority.”
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