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ennis Lee is a familiar name to
those who are called upon to read
to children at bedtime. His Alliga-

tor Pie is a mainstay of many
elementary-school libraries. The Difficulty of
Living on Other Planets is intended for
adults. Fortunately, this does not mean that
the poems inside are full of sex or four-letter
words. These poems merely have more
complex images. They still have that lunacy
one would expect.
In the poem “A Trip to the Hardware” we
are offered one man’s views on annoying
sales clerks who insist on suggestive selling.

Ottawa,/ | met a man who sang tra-la./ ‘what
did you do with the country today.'/ ‘| gave it
away to the U.S.A."" That would be most
interesting — free-trade discourse on the
playground.

Although Lee intends this Book for adults,
he maintains his simple rhyme schemes and
usual iambic pentameter. He even carries
over a character from his children’s books,
the boy Nicholas Knock.

Some of the poems are very long'and have
little to offer beyond the expectation on« has
of arhyming word every two lines. Often the
length of these longer poems is a shock, as
they often seem to be over by the end of the
first page. Flip the page and — surprise!
There’s more to this!

The poem “Suzie Saw the Blue Balloon” is
worth the entire purchase price of the book.

When-i went up to Oﬁawa,
| met a man who sang tra-la.
"What did you do with the country

today?”

"l gave it away to the U A"

(" only wanted one lightbulb...").

Many of the poems would be equally at
home on your young nephew’s bookshelf.
The poem “Forty Mermaids”, one of love,
could easily be of love for a parent rather
than a mate. The person in the poem is
tempted by the offer of dining with forty
mermaids. His answer —“I think I'd stay/ An
hour or two;/ And then I'd swim/ Back
home to you.”

One that | would like to see as a ten-year
old’s skipping rhyme is a political jab, "When
| Went Up to Ottawa”. “When | went up to

In it, a four-year old girl sees a balloon that
has escaped its owner. This sight opens up an
entire new world of feeling within the gil,
her first sense of loss (even though itisn’t her
balloon), of unfairness, and of leaving. Her
only way to deal with this is to cry. Her
parents assume she’s crying out of covetous-
ness for the unclaimed balloon and probably
whack her one, although we don’t see them
doing this in the poem. No one understands
kids as well as Dennis Lee does. And although
this effort is commendable, perhaps he
should go back to what he does best, which
is to write poetry for children.

Canadian S
Hostelling-
Association
Accommodating, friendly,
affordable...world-wide
in 70 countries
260 Hostels
in England . '
213 Hostels - STUDE
in France l Us I NES S
565 Hostels
in Germany
132 Hostels
in Australia Do you want to be your own boss?
If you are rich in ideas on how to start your own summer
m 565 Hostels business, but poor in the lung:gouh;aed to put mr
ideas into action, there's a g chance you qualif
in Japan for a Student Business Loan.
If you are currently a full-time student who will be
63 Hostels returning to school this Fall and you are legally entitled
in Canada to work in Canada, you may be eligible.
Details are available at Canada Employment Centres,
$18 membership fee ganald; ETp:ugamagt anug:cfor Stu:ents‘ a':uy'gmnch ?L "“i
oyal Bank of Canada, Quebec branches of the National Ban
g::s'g:;; daqp}mr';'m of Canada, and at the Federal Business Development Bank.
SRS 2 Or call toll-free 1-800-361-2126.
For more information
contact
CHA - Northern Alberta
District
10926 - 88th Avenue
Edmonton, Alberta
T6G 0Z1

Phone: (403) 432-7798

Chocolate Mug Shot Coffee Mug Shot Sy gL AN
Youth Hostel Directory Hot chocolate Hot black coffee
Shot of Southern Comfort Shot of Southern Comfort S | et s !D Foderal Business sosirste
; S'Vdu;‘ é‘q 25 0 Top with mini-marshmallows Teaspoon of sugar AN it S S
av . Top with whipped cream i
with this coupon
(offer valid at above location only)

8 Gateway March 22 1988



