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laying out more than ont soft bodied victimn; while
his strong black wings beat others into, confusion
and panic.

But in the throng swarming over tht dike at that
point were many mort of tht marsh mice and tht
shrews, aIl savage in temper. They leaped upon tht
crow, ran over and bore down tht bufeting wings,
and tort vengcfully at tht hard iridescent armaur
of close laid feathers that shielded their fat from
any fatal woundw. In spite of this advantage, they
were wearing him out by sheer fury and weight of
numbers, when the other crows camne darkly ta his
assistance. In a manment ht was liberated, and tht
dike top strewn with gashed, fury bodies. Bleeding
and bedraggled, his eyes blazing with wrath, he
sprang into the air and flapped away ta tht uplands
ta recover bis camposure in tht seclusion of sanie
dense pine top.

Tht brawn marsh mouse, tht cause of bis dis-
comifiture, darted out froin under his wing as he
rose, and slipped over tht edge of tht dike with no
worse injury than a red gash acrass tht haunches.
flavine scored suich a triumph over sa redoubtable
an enejmy as tht crow, he was nat troubled by his
wound; but discrétion led him ta plunge instantiy
ino tht deep green sheiter of tht grass.

Here in tht sweet meadow; whtrt 'tht timathy
and claver stood much close r than did tht coarse
stalks of tht broad-leaf grass in tht sait meadow,
the runways of tht mîce were nat, as a rule, under-
ground. They were made by gnawing off tht stems
close to the firm surface of tht sod. Tht stems
on tacli side, tending ta be presstd together, farmed
a perfect roof -ta tht narraw tunnels, which pierced
tht grass in tvtry direction and farmed a seem-
ingly impassable Iabyrinth. Tht brown mouse,
however, knew bis way vtry well through tht soft
green iight, fitclçed with specks and strtaks of pal-
ltn-dusty sunshine. The tunnels were swarming
with travellers; but, beyond nipping them on tht
haunches naw and then ta mnake them gtt out of bis
way or move faister, lie paid no attention ta theni.
At last he came ta the ledge of the stream, and ta a
burrow beneath tht roats of a. wild rose thicket
which fringed tht water.

This burrow tht brown mouse had once inhabit-
ed. Ht felt it was bis. Just now Ît was occupied.
by an irritable little mole shrew. But tht brawn
mouse, strang in tht sense af previous owntrship,
procetded ta take possession. Tht outraged shrew
put up a bitter figlit, but in vain. With squeaks
and blood tht eviction was accomplished, and tht
brown niouse stttled himself camplacently in tht
burrow.

AFF a e davs the southwest gales blew

wrthi11 their ardinary sumnmer bounds,
and most of the refugees rtturned ta
their aId hauints amaong tht broad-leaf.
Buit tht. brown mouse eleottd ta remnaîn
iii his buirrow beside tht rose thicket.
Hlis taste liad turned ta the claver andi
timiothy stalks, and tht meadow was
alive with brown crickets and tooth-
sanie big green grasshoppers. More-
ove r, in the heat of late july, he loved
ta swimi in tht blanld waters of tht
streain, keeping close alang short, un-
der tht qhardow of tht long grass and
tht overhanging roses, and avoiding
tht dense patches of weed which might
give shelter ta somne darting pike. His
buirrow was romry, and gave accorn-
moidation ta a silken furred brown
m'ate, who set herself withaut delay to
the duity of replenishirig the dimrinished
population of the inarsh nice.

In spite of foraging hawks, foxes,
weasels, and minks, in spite o! calam-

strident, terrifying cry, as if a million twangling
locusts had found one voice. Before it, to tht
amazed horror of ail tht furry, scurrying grass
dwellers, tht grass went'down flat, in long ranks.
Tht peril of the floods was as nothing ta this loud,
uncomprehendtd peril. Marsh mice, water voles,
.shrews, with here and there a foraging muskrat,
here and there a murderous and ravaging weasel,
ail fled franticaliy before it. A few, a vtry few,
fled too late. These neyer knew what happenied ta
them; for grtat darting knives, dancing unseen
through tht grass, caught themn and slew them.

Tht high cry of tht deadly scarlet, thing, how-
ever, gave warning fair and sufficient. As tht big
brown mnarsh mouse heard it approaching, ht dived
straight ta tht bottom of his burrow and lay there
trembling. His companion, on the aother hand, hold-
ing different views as ta tht praper place of safety,
darttd from tht, burrow, wriggled through tht
thorny stemis of tht rose thicket and plunged into
tht water where she hid herseif close under tht
opposite hank. Thtc noise and tht darting knives
glided aimost over the mouth of tht burrow, and
tht thumaping heart of tht brown mluse aimost
burst itself with terror. But they passed. Slowly
they passed on.

And when they hadl grown comparativeiy faint,
far down at tht foot of tht me,-adow, tht brown
mouse, recovering huniseif, dared ta peep forth. Ht
was astonîshed ta set a long breath of grass lying
prostrate, with bewildered bumble-bets and grass-
happers striving ta tctricatt thtmselves from 'tht
ruin. Having a valiant heart and aquick eye for
opportunity, hec sprang out of his haie and began
paunicing on tht confused and helpless insects. Thi Îs,
for a few minutes, was* a profitable game, and a
safe one too; for tht cry of tht machine, witb tht
presence of the men and horsts, had driven hawks
and crows ta a discreet distance. But presently
tht cry of tht scarlet thing, which had turntd ait
tht dike and was moving straiglit up the middle
of the sntadow, began ta grow Ioud again, and tht
brawn mause whisked back inta bis burraw.

Ail through tht tume of tht haying tht meadow
folk lived in a turmoil of aiarrn and change. At.
first, under the heavy, prostrate ranks of tht siain
grass, they ran bewiidtred but secure; for their
fats could flot easiiy detect theni. For anotlxer
day they wtre çcomparatively safe unider the long
scented lines of tht drying windraws, full of grass-
hoppers and wilted claver htads. When the winid-
rows were tossed together into innumerable pointed
hay cocks, they crowded beneath the ephemneral
shelter-ta be ruidely bartd, next day, ta the blind-
ing sun as the, cocks were pitched inta tht rumbling
hay carts.

-ail hare, close stubble open to the eyes o
and crow by day and of the stili more deai
by night-had become their worst fot. Son
back to the fringes of the uplands. Somne c(
along the winding edges of the stream. S(
turned across the dike to the sait meadow,
the broad-ieaf grass was flot yet ripe for il
while the remnant huddled precariously un
bases of the stacks, an easy prey for every f,
weasei. In a littie while, however, the shoý
herbage of the aftermath thrust its heads
the stubble. Then new tunnels were, run, .
for the scurrying and squeaking of the mead
once more began ta offer its normal attracti
was 110W more perilousiy insecure, howev
the herds of cattie turned to, pasture on th
math kept it eaten down, and the shrewrl
iearned that their beaks couid pierce the
and to open roofs of the tunnels.

A T iast winter came, enemy ta aimost a
kindred of the wild, but friendiy to mot~

The snow, some two feet deep ail over the m
over the dikes, and to the eating edges of tl
gave them a perfect shelter, and was exactl,
ta the driving of their tunnels. Food was al
because thýey could subsist very weIl on thi
tious root staiks of the grass. And none
enemies couid get at themn except when the
ta seek the upper air. At night they wo
forth and play about tht firm surface of tih
It waýs then that they suiffered; for, thoi
hawks were gant, and the crows asleep,
winter night was alive with owls, an(
eastis, and minks would corne prowling 1
down from the upiands. The owis were tih
péril by far-marsh owis, barn owls, the
littît Acadian owis, swift as the sparrewha)
now and then the terrar of the winter Wilds, 1
snowy owi of tht North, driven down frorr 1
Arctic wastes.

Through ail these things, however, thi
marsh mouse went his way secure. He ice
exit of his tunnels perfectly hidden arn
thorny tops of the wiid rose bushes, which
somne five or six inches abovt the surfacg
snow. >The successive families which w(
and grew up ini his safe burrow passed out
maze ta, be merged in tht precarlous and
legions. His first mate disappeared mys
-and as he bail no facilities for pressing ai
amiong the hawks or weasels, he neyer kneY
tals of her disappeararice. Her place was
filed.

It was along toward the end of the wint
the brown mnouse met with his most dangt

venture. Shunning, am le did
îiy, the games on *the openi
was wont ta amuse hîrnatîf,
cidentaliy seek variations in
beneath the ice of his thresholi
An expert swimmrer and dive
as swift as his cousin the mi
his hereditary enemy the r
would swim long distances u
water, finding f reshi bits of
tiny clams, wattr snails, ha
beeties, and many kinds of la
tht ýtream had been high at
of freezing, and had j
shrunken in its channel, lettixi
down with it, there were i
chambers along tht brink, bei
roof and water surface, and
downward to the nearest of
had dugz himiself a tunnel
roots of his thicet.

itven here, ta be sure, tii
perils for him- There was
mink which loved to hunt ai,
secret and dim lit air chambe
long swimns bezneath the ice; b
an autocrat, and kept ail rii
away froin bis range: so
brawn mnouse knew that, as
kept a sharp enough lookoii
that foe, he was secure ir
chambers. Then ini the str(
there was always the Peril o>f
iie, which had its lair at t]

way. Tht
-a lýong,
the distanci
o! caution.
to keen) we


