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Isaac Jbbotson, M.P., In terviïewed
The Member for Moptovin, Ont., Clears Up Some Misconceptions and Does a Little Talking Oui in Meeting A bout

Public Servpice in the House of Commons

WHEN you a.- tryng to do sometbng, na
matter how iall, to reform the State, ît's
an awful ti. g to be misunderstooi.
Isaac Ibbotson, M.P., bas been misunder-

stooti by bis fellow members at Ottawa. I have
taiketi with members wbo confess that they don't
quite, know what Ibbotson was driving at in the
speech that came so near maklng hlm. famous lot
long ago. Ibbotson, you will remember, got Up to
inake a reform speech, wbich reformeti uotbing, got
the colti shoulder from bis own party and warm
criticisin from. the otber aide, and vowed be neyer
would get up in tbe House ta make another such a
speech.

Letters bave reached the "Courier" office which
sbow plainly that tbe wrlters did not untierstand
Ibbotson. Tbey point out bow Isaac might have
really done sometbing If he bad only done wbat they
ativise Insteati of thinklng for hlmself.

Now what was tbe reason of this? Either Ibbotson
inuat bave loat faith ln bis own convictions wben ho
attemptod to put a reforin speech across on the
Hanse, or olse there ls some cocksure macblnery
In tbe House of Commons tbat acta as an automnatlc
gag upon tbe member wbo doesn't feol the pulse of
Mis own party. Somebow I fancy that a good deal
e! the fault was Ibbotson's. HIe ougbt to bave known
that be couldn't get up as plain, obscure Isaac Ibbot-
son andi hope ta get away wlth a reforin speech wlth-
out uslng a megaphone. Any man wbo undertakes
ta speak without the backiug of bis party ln the
'House bas one awful coutract. HIe needa ta be a
m1ore or less Illegitimate crauk wbo doesn't give a
rip what ridicule be gots, or wbat tommyrot he may
soem ta be banding out. Ho must be more than a
critie or a constructive reformer wlth a conscience.

.H1e muet be an ali-on-fire enthuslast who naturally
plays ta tbe 'gallery and bas lu bis mlnd's oye just
bow tbat f001 reforin speech ho Intends ta makre
will loo0k wben lt's translated Into black scarebeads
fIve columans wlde.

Now I tinlIt aIl over I caudldly dou't believe,
Ibbot8on la that kînti o! man. What would Martin
Luther bave doue If he bati beau quietly reusonable?
~Iow 'would Frank Carveil, M.P., ever manage ta
jget the our of the Commons If be didn't slanigwbaug
oomebody on the other aide of the House just as
tbougb be bad hlm lu tbe prize ring? Wbat would
R. B. Beunett do If ha sbould get up and talk Ilke a
perfect Chesterfioldian gentleman? Would George E.
Poster ever bave got the halo of the chief debater lu
dommons If be hadn't laid down the law every timo
lia got Up witb the feraclty of a blacksmlth lambasting
:A red-bot horso-sboe?

N 0, 1 realized that Ibbotson bad been ultogether
too humble. He hati not loarnoti how ta play
tbe raie of sublime egotist. Ho hai got up tc,

piake a big speech without ever havIng oponed bis
jnouth lu the House before, aud refused ta talký
througb the party megàphone.

This conclusion seemet i nevitable froin the toue
of one ef the letters wbicb camne from a vory reason-
#ble, momber, as may bo seen froin the contents:

"The point la well made that a lot of time la
4vasted by membera of Parliameut durlug Ses-
pion. Mauy are bere witb some reluctance andi
At cousîderable sacrifice, andi are more luterested
en thoîr business 11fte than lu political questions.
f'or the student, tbe Hanse of Commoxis, wltb
ifs llbrary and Its close lutercourse wlth men of
wldo experieuce, versot inl poltical affaIre, gives
splendid opportunitios. The best speakers ln

>the Hanse are thoso who are deep readers, andi
,who reati not only on the subjects under actual
Alscuisslon, but wbose studios caver the genoral
range of literature.

VThe speeches of Sîr Wllfrid L.aurier, Mr,'
Poster, anti Dr. Clarke, amoug others, bave thls
literary toucb wblcb makos tbem differout froin
other speeches, and gives thein a porsauallty
wholly distinct. The member wbo la a stuçieut
le at once receguizeti, aud the jutigment of Par-
liament is impartial. There are no0 wlso e in01I
oue party who are net so regarded ln the other,
andi the llgbt-weigbt le knowu ta everybedy.

"The uew member ie not expeceot te make
,slashing attacks or ta lecture the Hous. It bas
b>een salid tbat every member sboulti speak at
least twico lu each Session after careful pro-
parution. He la wlse not ta speak taa afteu. If
he does not epeak lu bis first Session he Is llkely
ta be a silent membar for the reet o! bis political
careor. Ho I lienot to wlth lutereet about
things of wblcb be bas knowledge. HIe views
on reform are not Important untl? be bas earuod
the respect of the Hanse, wblcb eau ouly comne
tbrougb study, serlousnese lu débate, anti tain- c
pered languago. Parbapa tbe mistake wblch Mr.
Ibbetson made was lu keeping quiet for a nuber
cf Sassions, being rocognizeti as a si lent member.

B-y JOHN MIELVILLE
anti thon attempting a refarin speech. He doubt-
losa bas saine useful knawledge deriveti from
roading andi from persoaul experience, which
would have been listoneti ta witb interoat anti
would have entitled bim ta a position among
members.

"If thore le anothor Mr. Ibbotson wbo bas
ideus of reforin, and who bas not yet spoken in
the Houso, he bati better have a talk with bis
party leader, anti ho is sure ta roceive sympa-
thetic considerution anti utivice. The roati ta a
blgh position lu the public service is clear ta
the man who is diligent.

"Mr. Ibbotson's fuilure was not due ta bis
allegiance ta bis party, but to tbe fact that be
diti not use bis opportunities."

IFELT that Ibbotson shoulti be matie uware of tbese
criticisins. lIaving business ln Ottawa last week,
I manageti ta came acroas the member for Mop-

town ln the rotunda o! the Russell Houso.
I must confoss thut ho was a differout Ibbotson

ta the man 1 bati known ut school anti back on tbe
farm. He wore a cloth bat anti a neck mufflor anti
a Sparks Street overcoat anti hoavy oversboos. And
he bad au atidly pensive gleam lu bis gray eyes
samewbut sharpeneti by a milld cynicisin.>"Have a cigar ?" I offeroti hum ane. 'Il bave some
letters to show you."

"Oh, concerniug my speech?"
lIe seemed supercllous.
"Trouble wltb you writer people," ho went on, "la,

you are gaverueti by Impressions."
"You diin't like my article, thon ?"
" Oh, yos, you tolti part of the truth. But you didn't

get the bîgh lghts wbere tbey ail belongeti. In fact
1 dou't kuow that articles of that kinti do much gooti.
You dou't get the real psycboiôglcal proportion. You
matie far too mucb of my speech. It was a rotten
speech. F'il probably nover make another-not on
thut subject, anyway. Besidos-wby titi you drag
the farin lu s0 often ?"

HIe seemoti te be on the defeusIve.
"'Well, it does us aIl gooti to get back ta the lanti

once lu a wblle. 'Most of thase fellows lu the Hanse
don't know a cant-book froin a bautispike. Do tbey?"

Ho gave me a limpldly colti stare.
"But I'm not a fariner," ho saiti, icily.
-More's the plty," said I. "You were a gooti farmer

once. You'd be a blgger man than you are if you
coulti chuck the lawyer anti speak rigbt ont once
In a whlle as a fariner shoulti. Look ut Thomae
MacNutt. He'a got as good a bond as moat of thelawyers lu the Hanse, anti be bas a protty gooti
opinion of moat lawyers. But be'ti rather tulk thepblloaaphy of the' farin than nnytblng cIao. Look
ut Andy Broder fron. Dundas. Isu't ho as string
a charucter us any man lu the Hanse ?-aud a roui,
olti.fashloned fariner ho ls. Michael Clark-who
ever thînka a! hlm as a doctor or merely a free
trader? Ho knows how ta top off a stack o! aats
ns well as any fariner lu Alberta. But perbups you'd
Ilke ta see these letters ?"

"Il shoulti."
Hoe read the firet very Impasslvely.
"I see your point," ho atitteti. "I shoulti bave

spoken about borses anti cattie. 1 know thein. But1 tiou't cousider Parliameut a dabatlug socety. Idlon't regard the party syston as o!gr9 'value lulevelopîng mombore. I declue ta tall-t the purty
leader, because ho bas toa many meu ta talk toalready andi he can't afford ta talk about thînge thatdon't belp the party by maklug cumpuigu or pur-
[lamentary materlal tilrectly for party ativantage.
Idon't want a hlgb position lu the public service.

What I want le ta ses Parliament Itef take a hlgh
position as an argaulzation of national goverumout.
I! mybelng a saleant back-bencher anti warkîng 11k.i log-bee an committee for the reet o! my parlia-
mentary career «Woulti help that alang, I'm qulteailling ta puy tbat prîce for ItL I tio't want the
;pot-Ilgbt."

O ewaa Up anti doing, I datormineti ta proti
Iotson aloug. 1 suld: "But saine men muet

do contre front ou otage. We cau't have
govornmeut by niatiocrlty."

"Oh!" ha salid. Thoni, ugalu. "Oh! Oh! That's
net whore yon anti I are goilng ta differ."

Ibbotaon's ancestors muet have beau some sort of
nartyrs; most llkely Cavenanters.
"It's those spot-Ilght specialista, air, that keep the

loua. fram tioveloplng. These are the men that play
iob witb tiemocracy lu the Gommions."1
"Oh, wbat do you mean by democracy Y"
".Anything that isn't the blerarcby a! a -palitical

reati or a party."
"You man, democracy lu oacb party ?"
"Yes, but more. Wbat's to bluder the real de-.îocracy a! govornment beiug recruitoti froin bath

Parties? Why shoultiu't sncb a democrucy agree ta
differ with either governinent or opposition wheu

antiy thae fa!rt y lIea d ers?t T het's whu t I 1 wuant." whi
"You think tbey caulti do it. But how nuny, for

instance ?"
"Twenty. They can bo got."'

HEca me as four suggesting a drink as ever ho
Ea wlthout actually tioing it. Ibbotson wus
oxciteti.

"Look!" ho went on. "lIaw titi the biggest mon
on oither aide get the prestige they have? Didn't
the purty damas literally aboya then ta the front, juet
us soon us they showeti they bati the ability?"

"For instance wham?"
"Wobl, take ane o! the moat recaut elevations, the

Solicltor-Generul. Melghen neyer caulti have gat
whore ha la if ho bati dependeti ontirely an elther
bis ab'lity or bis conscience, Ho huti bath. But by
nipping ln every time ho gat a chance, firat ou pappy-
cock issues, anti prosently as bis blooti got warmed
up golng ufter somon)ody au the othor sida, anti after
a wblle tackling a roui big Issue, ho founti binsoif
sO aggeti on by the purty thut ha slmply hati ta be
expocteti ta do the spot-llght wbonever ho was
noodeti."

"H1ow about Poster ?"
"O'h, be'd bo in the llmellgbt If ho wera down in

the Anturctlc with nothing but ponguins for an audi-
ence. But unless Purliameut laetother reully or
allegedly corrupt ho bas no plntform. George la a
nutural boru kuocker. Ho dominates the party once
lu a whilo, but nover boude It. Ho bas no particulur
use for the democrucy."

"Tuke Michael Clark?"
Ibbotson tbrust out bis averahoos.
"lIe's the untameti axponent o! a single idea.

Michael le the free trada brain-storin for the Party.I guesa wheuever Liberalisin takes frise trade off
the sblf-"

"Weil, thoy've boon dustlug It off a bit lutely."1
"They have. But if they shaulti aver fint iIt tacti-

cubly un ativntge-Il
"'Whom do you men by 'they' ?"
"Why, the leaders, a! course. I dou't assume thora

la uny democracy; noither la thore roulI utividualian
or freadoin a! tbougbt. No. If tho Liberal leaders
ever chuck free trade Into the cellar, Michael Clark
will bo like a broncha ln a treadill. 'A.ll the saine
I lîke Michael. Anti the troubla la, the Hanse as It
stands naw coulti bartily do wlthout hlm."
TBBOTSON wout ou off bis own bat naow ta spot outIthe individualiste who hati arragatoti ta thein-

selves the rlght ta do the baavy thlnklug
for the rank anti fila. These w'ere the mon, ha sald,
wbo huti beau plcked by aach Party ta rellove the
rank anti file o! democratic thinklng'anti bat beau
oencauragoti ta play Up their owu IudlvIdualîties, vory
afton brilllantly ta be sure, but often ut the expouso
a! much tino, public money anti grey natter lu the
buck bouchas, Ho titi nat pretenti ta suy baw far
each o! thon hati beau oither a creator o! force, or
the expression a! a machine. But be matie very
clear bis belle! that theso perbape tweuty or more
mon bail been campelleti by the coatitutional In-
dolence o! the party systoin ta make theinseives fait
on behaîf o! the othors.

"lIt'a juet the saine as profeselonal. basebaîl," ho
salti. "lThese mou are tbe players. The reat of ns
are mereby the graudatantiors."

"But," I neketi hlm, "le thora no room for sncb
mon, as yourself?"

l'Yeu men cau sncb metilacre -mon as mysoîf make
any tint on the Party machina? Noue wbatever, air.
A man can't be Intiependeut anti romain lni Parla-
mont. He may break ont.anti talk Iutiependeutby
once lu a whlle, but ho aoon gets a crimp put lu him."

"But suppose twenty sucb mien as yaurself were
pieketi by bath parties ta do some spoclal lues o!
demnocratle tbluklug, as yen cail l?"

"lThat coubti b. doua. Thora are Iota o! subjeots
that sncb a body o! meu mîght master for the benofit
o! the Hanse anti the country ut largo and qulte lu-
tiepaudeut o! more party. But I'im nat anticipatîng
the ilbenuluin."

îHANDED Ibbotaan letter number two, the onei ram an ox-mnIuler. Ho ýread alenti oua very
pregnant passage:

"The theory anti practice as weil bas beau,
that the provinces o! the Dominioan eboulti have
a certain quota o! represontation; anti the re-
suit uaturally fa tbat mon wbo are sebecteti ta
represeut certain caustîtueucîes feol It Incuin-
be t ou thon ta ativocute anti conserve as far
as my ba the rlghte a! thoîr respective sections
anti constltuenclos. It le thoreforo nocossary for
thain ta deal with matters that are o! Interoat
to those whoni they reprasout lu partleular but
whlcb are seemnîngIy o! no itereat lu 0f ber sec-
tions a! the Dominion. A ittle tbongbt given


