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Melindy
By WilfleWalker CaldveIL. mI i ?

~, 1911.
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OU'RE a fool, Melindy,
la tbrow away,seh a

.,Thal'. wbat Itelle
ber," Bs.id the ant'Ô!ud
of the.three women as
elhe plunge& Éîerý well-
fraye4 stick dep inLta
thp box-,of snuff tee

boljding in ber - other hand.
y ere sitting on tilted aplit-bot-.
chairs in the shade af a b ig val-

tree, wbich graccd even theè -rough*
in sta.ndig '6 the- cdgre of- tbe

-bare cammoil.
irreglar moatalin% çbaiu .f acing
a~ m~I, its seductive'shadows alterna-
tbpatelles af glimmeriiig sun-

ïbn; le quiet tree-begirt village on the
andsfl on the ight ralling green mea-

~wwità here and there a strip of
*nodlnd, waving with slow grace in the
-ibreeze, made up a picture good ta

iokUpon.
utthe wameil vere too deeply en-
ýz. ith hheir snuff-boxee and their
~let(évenl if famuiliarity and othen

h~j~ ad nat blighted their sense of
me n the beauties of nature) taoOb-,

the fuir picture, thaugh in a dim,
ieocius vay il ofteu ývhÏ@pered ta

tuof God aud Truth and PuritY-
7?ngs of wbich they bad alrnot ceased
dream.

~'Two of tbe vamen wene past mniddle.s,.sd vore- thatunritakable look of.
krened sharnelessnese and sbattercd

.sgis wbicb told 'their story at a
~ae.Tbe other onc vas Young, and,
flngfron ber face, bad nal yet be-

Mgiiured ta sin sud sharne.
o men like us," continued ole the

î*.,ad 'since the Gaod Bein' giveý

et "'yber purty face, seems ta me she
l~ IgbeI- t'to make a fortune out. of il
sbèecan"

, 9Who.said anything about a goad for-
$pae?" seoffed Melindy.
, ,ulli," responded the second wornan,

3xho,*was tbe ginl's mothen, "he offercd us
irplun support, and promised me yau
ïOig-,wear aIl the fine clathes you

al don't keen if he said two thausand
4oIIa4l a year," replied te girl.

_"Yes, an' he said maybe h'd mrany
Xelindy some day, if bis sisters ever got
iarried and moved away from bhere-
toid I know tbcy will," eagcrly continued
t mather.
)" I sec bim manrying me, now," re plied

, eIindy, fiushing botly; "and I dan't
flow as I'd keer ta marry sich an aid,
..91Y, deceivin' critter as be je, even if he
VU 'willin."

«L "t seffis tb me ike you wuz puttin'
oa mighty beap of airs, Melindy," put
llte visitoi, "'specially- after what

ypur mother's donc for you, and ber cx-
»Ctinl' you for ta -be ber support in ber
aid days, too."1

"Donc for me!" exclailned the girl,
Vringing front her chair and facing thern
With blazing eyes-'Tdne for me!
Twauld bave been a mercy if she bad
nover brought me into tItis world, ta
btVe cverybody p'intin' at me and turn-
$i 144~ their noses at me; and men,-sich
as aid Squire Tbompeon, a-biddin'.'for
mèe saine as if I wuz a filly at the horse
fair.)t

"$he's a queergirl, Mag, and 1 can't
"ikc ber out," said Mollie, dipping anuf
YraciouslY, as tbey watched ber pink
g4ana;Éirts disappear along the path
Wbicb led te the woode near by.
,"Yes, she is kinder queer," replied the

Inother, camly, as -she also took another
diP; "but shec's youing yet, and sbe's
PIIty iuch had ber own way ever since
te wuz bhem. She'Il corne to ber senses

before rnanv nienths, when wintertime
camnes and1 there ain't no meat non vood
in the hotu-e.,,
'SoMcwhnfre among the tainted streams

*hich 'vere ommring]ld in lnd'
blood t'eliad entered one purer than
the ret, 1),%. ne of those unexplain-
ed force-. <fi« hireditv its influencé waes
nio0re PiI i-li hnmight ever be
again lif imilar circumstances.

This j, n. gave te hem face a look
of purit.%. )lier ir a toucli of grace, dnd

about ie dobý* -eh. *u*nK!-iw"
powvder in un.81» ~skum
Bxquisitely, blsied, soolià q

.,siJy bruobei way, Ioavintig sI«iaMd por~Mh
Delicately soouted wlt te h mvpii Iym am

on a"mmd _ -

ta hier manners a semblance of reflne-
ment, It led hier ta avail herseif of lier
1iirited advantages of education, and put
ihta hier h'eart aspirations after better
things tban those she had known. Born
th shame and pa*vefity, reared amidet de-
grading, surrounidinge and destined froni
the fRst to a career of vice, Melindy bad
net been given a. fair- chance in, life.
Twice bier mother'might hýve secured a
home for be 'r with respectable people,
wbere se.wquld have been deeently
taken care of. and Inured ta hard but
honest labor, had nat ber.mother's prç-
judice te virtuouý and, seemlngly hard-
hearted huManity led lier ta flercely
rejeet such offers for her daughter, wha
promised te rwU too prtty to need
ta wark for a iing. Melludy, also, as
a child, had feit that berpresent life-
while she could laze ini the um or shade
&Il day, hunt wild flawers or pick bernies,
awizu, flsh, or' clmb mquntsa» a the
inood came ta her-was, far preferable
ta hard work and striçt contrai,ý even
thoug h coarse- bread and meat was hier
daily fare and gaudy*ekoa,1ob er elotbi9.

At faurteen, Igeliudy was l asu lfii,
with feet and h&nds too blg,*limba too
long, a tangle of reddish-brçwu hair and
a clear, healtby akin,.tanned and rough-
eued by exposure and lack of ýcare- er
large browu oye. softened by draopg
lidsansd long iambe., a. straight nase and
ever white teeth, redeemel ber face.

At seventeon ah. vas l4eautiful, sud ho-
gui 'to feel the self-importance denived
from the knowledge of that fact.-fler
mothet had guarded lier'*thue far 'wIth
th. féeling that the was stili. a clld.
Xôw, seeing bier beauty ta b. pce4e'r
than she haed supposed it would be, she
v'alued bL; accordingly.

About Ibis. li-me a suitor, ricb aLnd ree-
pectablc enough ta cammand the mather's
coplsent,, appeared. Fortundtely, lhe was
néitier yôling, handsome, nôr fascinatbig.
Re ýIrused ta hie ,maney te buy the
maother and ta- ler .te contrai the girL

Melindy did not like birn;, ber self-
lave was oafended by bis mode of 'pro-
ceedure, and- ber natural combativenes
led bier te resent. being eade an abject^
of barter by bier mother.

These feelings awake within bier the
half-danmant sense af womanly purfty,
and once hraused il proved a powerful
aily te lher unconqueréd will. Heir
motber's tears, entreaties, camplaints end
threatis availcd notbing, though tliey
made bier very, miserable sund finaliy
determincd lher ta nun away from hbome.
She bad beard of a woman baarding iat
the hotel who wanted a servant ta teke
back ta tbe city 'with ber, -Rýving s§e-
cured the place, she lipped ont ane morp-
ing, while bier matbW.was.still sleeping,
joined Mrs.' Winter and *taak'the narth
bound train farnlber new borne. She fait
a gaod deal frightcned and a little regret-
fui wben she realized that.she was'rapii-.
ly leaving fariliar geeenand faces 'bc-
hind bier. After shedding a few sur-
reptitiaus tears as * aéh. uddled in thc
corner ofber seat, she began ta feel tbe
excitement of bier advenlure and te re-
alize that it vas a. gloiaus tbing ta bave
lier life in lier own bande ta make it what
she pleascd.

Mns. Wintcr, who kept a second-class
boarding-house for clerks, mechanies and
etber young business men of maderate
salaries, was a kind-hearted, easy-going
woman, and for twoa'or tbre veeks she
allowed, Mlindy ta get graduýlly ae-
quainted, witb bier new life and dutiek.
The boarders were much amuscd by bier
provincial idiorne and ber awkward, coun-
try mannere, but they liked ta look at
hier pnetty, fresh young face, and did not
Iaugh. at bier mare than they could belp.
Most of the young men alternately fiat-
tercd and teased hier whenever they met
her away fnomn Mrs. Winter's presence,
and several of themn werc inclined to be
impertinently familiar with the poor girl
who hardly knew how to command res-ý
pect.

One day, after Melindy had been sev-
eral weeks in the bouse, Mrs. Winter was
iii, and'unable te preside at lte dinner-
table; se Melindy vas entrusted with the
iuty of serving the meat, dessàrt, etc.,

f rcm a side-table. One j~oung man, a
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