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The Passing of a Historical Landmark
of. WesternCanada

<%t*;By IreeKean

~Yestern Canada za almost toc new a
.w country yet for Historical Associa-

.. tions, Veteran's Societies, Monu-
ments, and the Jure, and this fact bas been
very painfufly bornein onthe mindsof all
who hgre histerical associations and
the memories of the pioneer days, and
believe in bequeathing to the next geter-
ation a fund cf knowledge which will
maire them more thorougy ppreciate
and honor the struggloe cf teir parents.

Others desire te, see these evideijeces
tenderly cared for, se thât th icommgii
settiers may have pointtd eut te them>
the places- where the - tuges and tle
honora cf their native lanýdewere gained;'
often at almoet inoonceivable coet.

Nevertheless, the citizens cf C1g y
and the Government cf Canada, hveé
tegether thiough their neglect of bistorical
values and covetousnesa cf commercial
gain, allowed oneeof the spots m Wetern

such wilful spoiliation of 'the country'a
records would mean in the future history
of W\estern Canada.

It isa of but littie avail at the present
time however, te voice these objections,
for U~h God cf Gold bas triumphed ever
the Muse of History and the S 'rit of
Remembranoe, and se, these building
the firet permanent buildings in Calg4P
are now ne ore, and the gouds wher
the first settiers iiths at cf Western

"Canm-] cmped, bave eu y

Early one moring in the late faUlof
1875, the R{èv. ; J.4hà MacDýbtigj.il then
statiohed at Mlorley;- was rudely à ened
by tethud, cf the..poun. many
hoofs.on the prairie, and whenlhe came ta
his door, a tebIîigfri'h roû-o*f
savages confronted, and told hlm
that a large number of white men with
strange costumes were making camp on the

This picture, taken July 1914, shows how the materiallam and commerdialu which permitted the
spoliation of this property, was iprogrensmn. The building in the-picture wmau i that rmained
at that date of the main barrack roomu A maes0f the motels, pipes, etc., required ini thé
construction of the new terminal mre aLso sho*a.

Canada most richly endowed with bis-
torical associations and memories te, the
first corners in the Canadian West, te be
disfigured, and ail semblance cf its early
chars oteristics blotted eut for ever.

0f course, it is argued by some that the
material wealth, and the increase in the
popultion cf Calgary which wiil resuit'quste overbalanoe ail puny considerationps
cf historic interest, or personal memories
which any of the Old-timers mpay desite
te see festered. These arguments hold
true te, a certain extent only. It is al
very well to build up a strong commercial
city, and in ne way can this be better
accomplished than by the developmenit
of the great systems of transportation;
but -"the reople who have ne vision
shaHl perish," and in this connection we
may take that vision which builds, net
alone for the present, but links the past
with the future. When our landmaiark
are allowed te pass away, and we thinlc

banirs ef the Bow River. The Rev. Mr.
MacDougail had a fairly clear impression
regarding the identity cf these strangers,
but he leapeon the oak f bis pony and
gailoped alonig the sixty odd miles cf trail
as fast as the pony could gallop, just tb
make sure cf the accuracy cf the repot.7

Whep he reaehed the'Bow. iverIt.-;ff
toc dark te safely attempt th~e lord, an4tse
he co.mped on the first býnk.: fInthe
morning he crossed over and'found, as-he
expected, the detachment cf theé- fîist
contingent cf the- RoyaL Noth.West
Mounted Police, under Inspecter.- Briée-
bois, including about flfty officers and
men, of the protective force which the
government had been promising the
settlers for some years .after the uprisinga
and Indian and trader's troubles. Mr.
MacDougail remained some time with
the detachment and lent them a hand at
erecting their first buildings.

It is very unfortunate that we have ne

Caught just as the last watts of the Guard Room were being razed. The cross bars on one wall show
the remains of one of the cels. which were ail bult of shee t steel with luniber covering.
About the centre of the pictue ia where the gailows locatiou waa, the at mari W be huiig
from which was J. F isk.

lonly of commercial gain, our doom is
sealed, and therefore the objections of
t hose who wished thbe Royal North-West
Mounted Police Barracks and grounds in
Calgary maintained for a historic museum
and public park, anid new barracks ar-
ranged for if necr,.-:rv, wcre flot mere
sentimental objections. Thev were pro-
tests based on the knowledge 'of what

exact picture of these first quartera cf the
Mounted Police in Calgary, which wvere
used for a number cf years before t he
buildings which are now being tom dowyn
wcre erected. They were very PIC*
turesque, being built of legs, set side by
side upright in the ground (net horizont-
ally, as iii the usual custom with 1og
building-,ý. The bark was left on the topn


