
6. Should the state of the ice in Baffin Bay be such as to render it doubtful
whether you will be able to make you'r passage across to Lancaster Sound
during the summer, it is our most positive direction that you are on no account
whatever to run the risk of either theY hinix opthe Transport, being frozen in
and detained during the winter of' -85-54; 'and if you should consider there is
a chance of such being the case, you are immediately to send the Transport to
Woolwich, and also return there 'ith th'e am vessel under your command.
But if you should, get through Baffin Bay, and find Lancaster Sound closed so
as to prevènt your imiking the pääsagtot Beechey Ishih, yò -Ware to cdnsider
whether it will be possible to land the stores, coal, &c., at or near Cape War-
render, and from thence to-send- the--Transport-direct-to England, and to take
such steps as you may deem necessary, so as, if possible, to communicate over-
land with Beechey Island.

7. You are distinctly to understand that the principal and chief object of
your orders is to communicate with Beechey Island, for the purpose of landing
stores, and obtaining inforination, and. froin thence to.,return direct to England.
But should the èeason eY&i W a ,ba"ve'r oëpri oné, aûd oa y'ohr*'èturn from
Beechey Island, yoiù should have auoipôrtimty.of examining the coast in the
vicinity of Cape Walsingham, wedo not object to your doiug so, but on no
account are you to risk the safety of the ship, or your being detained, as you
must positively return to England this season.

8. We herewith send you. instructions to, Sir E. Belcher, or the .Senior Officer
at leeche' Island, which' yon will edeliveiòon 'outo ardival.

Given under our hands this 1Tth day of May 1853.
(Signed) J. Rý,G. GRAHAM.

IYDE P;ARKER.
M. F. F. BERKELEY.
R. S. 'DNDAs.'

To Edw. A. Inglefièld, Es ., ALEx- MiLUE.
.Her 'Majesty's SteafiSoop Phonix,

Woolwich. ' I

By Command of their Lordships,
(Sined) .OssoaNl.

By the Commissioners for Executing the Office of Lord High Admirai, ot
the United KingdomofGrcat Britain aèd Ireland, &è. '

WE have to inform·you that we have 'dispatched Her Majesty's steam vessel
Phonix, under 'the conmand of Commander Inglefield, with, the Breadalbane
transport, to Beechey Island for the, purposeof replenishing the shipsunder
your command with stores and provisions, in case ryour suppliesi inay .ave been
s0 far'reduced by the, depôt fonned at Melville Island and the various cachets
on the coast, asto prevent you fron continuing further search for Sir John
Franklin, during this season and the winter of 1853-54, if the information you
may have gained determine you to'cdntinueisuch further.scarch.,

2. In comnunicatin' gwith youv on the subject of'your former orders and the
service on which you 'are employed, we are aware how impossible it is> for us to
send out' any definite insfructions -with, reference to your' future proceedings,
when we are ignorant of the position in which you nay now be placed, .or
whether any traces of Sir John- Franklin's expeditipli nay have been found
'duringlast autuin or the spring of ýthis year, and what steps you anay have
considered it most expedient to adopt. But if no :trace, of the missing ships
have beenifound beyond theWellingtoný Channel, and if 'it should appear that
by the extended search you·nay have been enabled to make inothat quartei,
that the missing'ships did not proceed in that direction, and if', Captaih Kellett
should have reached Melville Island,'as directed by ,his, instrubtionsi and his
land expeditions should, also -have failed in finding any such;trace, it loes not
appear to us that there is 'any-other direction in which a pros ect of :their, dis-
covery can-be expected. Every accessible'part ofthe shores o the Polar Sea's,
west of Lancaster Soundç .wil have been. visited îwithoûti finding a trace of the
missing ships; 'except theii former station lat Beechey Island-in 1845 aûd. 1846.
In such a contingency as this, and if such should likewise be your-opinionpafter
mature consideration with the senior officers under your command, there appears
no other course left but to abandon ail further search.


