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relieveti with .great cactus blossoms done in white silk.
The set consist of the tablecloth, oe dozen napkins, and
one dozen doilies. The finish is a hem with bordering of
Irish crotchet lace, of very dolicate design, the lace on
tablecloth being about six inches wide, andi that on napkins
four inches wvide, andi that on the doilies two inches in widtb.

The plain satteen tablecloth with side ribbon borders,
,vhich now cones in complete sets, is admirable for decora-
ting, and is extremely handsome.

In the fancy of the moment for white on white in table-
linon embroidery, dolightful effects can be secured by
powdoring the centre 'vith blossomts or floral sprays, or
witb fruits, and between the bandis of the bordering may
bo a floral garland or a fruit design; or, with the surround-
ing garland a mat of fiowers may be masseti in three of
the corners, with the ewner's monograrn in the fourth cor-
ner Nor need the embroidery be confinecl to wvhite, unless
absence of coler be practîcally considored in the use of
sevoral different sets of china. Golti-color, red, and blue
on white linen are very charrning in ernbroidery, or the
coloring niay hoe after nature.

ARTISTICALLY FOLDED NAPKINS.

Needlework is going out of date, painting andi spatter-
ivork have lost their- charin, and knitting neyer was a
fashionable waste of time.

The cheapness at which the aparatus for amateur photo-
graphy can ho produceti has Ilcommonizeti" that art, and
aside froin the bard wvork andi scientific skili necessary to
mako a good tennis-player, the sport is limiteti te youth andi
beauty. Hence the neeti for a new device to occupy protty
bandis andi display delicately molded wrists andi beautiful
jewels.

For the nonce the gay world is fo]ding table napkins.
The snewy napery is sent upstairs in the siiver-basket to
madame and mademoiselle, who proceed to transforîn the
cetiar-sconteti linen into Mikado fans, fleur-de-lis, cardinal's
bat, poissoniere, Neapolitan buckles, etc.

These are popular forais, anti thon there is a more diffi-
-cuit series, including a pagoda, Cinderella's stipper, the
Oxford, Cambridge and Carlton tower; historical crosses,
the iris, swvan and peacock, anti the crest of a haif-dozen
principalities.

It must net be supposed that these napery designs are
-originated ; on tho centrary, they are the resuit of long and
close study freont iniportoti paper patterns.

The anodels are tione in antique papor, and the creaser se
,well pressed that it is quite an easy matter te restore the
.design after opening.

Theso ornate fancies are arrangoti in the fiat, nover in a
tumbler, placed on the éloth between the knives andi forks,
and in the petals or folds the boutonniere, the flower pin
anti frequently the finger roll, now se fashionable, are in-
serted.

WORN OUT SHQES HAVE THEIR USES.

The Italian scavenger who rakres up your ash-barrei and
sends the dust flying over your deor-step knows this wvell,
andi his black eyes glisten at the sight of old leather. If
the shees are net wern te shreds, lie selîs thein te a second-
handi dealer anti thoy are patchoti up anti resoled ; but if
thoy are past mending, hoe takes them home te bis cellar
andi rips them ail apart, or bis wife anti chiltiron do. The
pieces hoe sells te a manufacturer. Freont the larger pieces
after boing seakoti tiil tbe leathor is sof t, the uppers of

chiidren's shoos are eut. The soles are eut into sinali
pieces te make up the layers of the beels; of other sboes, the
iron pegs that are net bient, cani be used ovor again, andi
tbe little scraps that are left after ail this are subjected to
a treattuent tliat makes themt ail one pliable mass freint
which a kind of artistic leather is rolled eut. This is used
for covering chairs, books, trunks, boxes, etc. Many fancy
patterns are stamped on it, and the tratie in this kinti of
IIombosseti" leather in the Unitedi States is a well estali.
lished one. ___________

A PRETTY BAG.

Suitable for duster or werk.bag ; and se pretty one would
flot imagine the fountiation te be .vhat it roally is-a piece
cf tickiiîg thirty inches long and twelvo witie. Cover oach
white stripe witb a wvide Il cat-stitch " cf colereti embroidery
silk, using any brigbt assertinont cf liglit anti tark sbades.
Thon, in the mididle cf the dark stripes of ticking, sew a row
cf gilt or silver tinsel.

Lino this piece with surah or silesia, with an interlining
of crinoline. Thon wvith a streng throad gather the long
sides anti trawv oach up tightly anti fasten. On oach sitie
put a ribbon rosette and bang by a band o! ribbon passing
freont one bow te the other.

IlFig in a poke " is the latest novelty in sachets. A lit-
tle bag is matie cf silk or satin riblion, or anything desira-
ble, miany are made of brown linon.

Thero is a shirr at the top andi a smali silk cord or twist.
eti siik throati with a sinali tassel or bail on oach endi, is
run tbreugh. This is tirawn tightly arounti the neck, or
just beiow the fore feet, cf a little china pig. The ro-
mainder cf piggie is in the bag.

A SUGGESTION TO HOUSEWIVES.

It is astenishing te tbink wbat sort cf tbings we have te
eat, and in wbat condition. I consider the kitchen as be-
ing the devil's ewn organized kingdom against the kingtiem
cf bealth in the humnan family. The want cf economy,spring-
ing freont the want cf knovledge; the gross f ood, the greasy
foodi, the want of delicacy anti regard for the fluer elements
cf healti and life-is amazing, it is piteous, it is heathenish.
The beathens live botter than wo de oftimes in that regard.
We do net want any French nicrality, but we should like
somte French cuisine. The art cf rentiering the poorest
meat and the cheapest, sucb as are witbin the reach cf ahl,
into such tastef ul andi relishfui dishes as shaîl perfectly sat-
isfy the mon that gorge themselvos witb pork anti vith
rude beef anti ail that, and teacli young wemen how wiseiy
anti economically anti delicately te cook as te iay a fount-
dationi for their future marrjed life that wvîll. avail muci. I
would net bold back any moral or religieus element but tbe
kitchen bas a great deal to de witi grace in civiiized seci-
ety.___________

FoirTY vears ago there were more distinguishoti authors
in the Unitedi States than there are to-day. At that timo
Irving, Poe, Cooper, Hawthorne, Bryant, Prescott, Emier-
son, Willis, Bayard, Taylor, Simms, and Powell, were living
Americaii writers. 0f these, Loweil alene survives, anti
lie bas written very littie for five years. Oliver XVendeil
Holmes, whose roputation as an autior scarcely began be-
fore hoe was fifty, grews garrulous with bis four score years.
Whittier, the Quaker peet was another plant that bleometi
late. Ho is new past three score anti ton, anti, unlike the
Foot Laureate cf Englanti, is rarely inspired te write.


