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Note to thc Editor.-This story is
baaed on .,.the foilowing facts :-Tbat
within the author's experient a sleep
dog, unoertain as to the safety and
fUtlire of lier puppies, bas been known
to carry a poisoned hait to tbem; tbat. a
fox, tormented beyond endurance after
an encounter with a porcupine, the quilis
of ;which, wére causing It grèat pain, was
found drowned in a shailow, sandy
bedded pond, into wbicb it muet pur-
posely bave walked ini order to take its

own if e. These facte would seem te
indicate that an intelligent animal un-
derstands that by doing certain tbings iii
can rulieve itself of ail misery. As to
wbetber a dog and a fox hve been
known to rua together, 1 cannot say,sbut
at certain seasons many dogs witl not
fight a vixea. Dogs bave been known te,
mate with wolves and coyotes, and there
is no reason to think that a similar union
siîouid not exist betweua a dog and a
fox.-H. M. B.

*ALLER was a littie mongrei
sheep dog, so mucb of a
mongrel indeed tbat no one
strain in lis composition pre-
dominated anotber. H1e lad

a long slaggy coat and was about the
size of an Irish terrier, but wývhea one
looked inMto is eyes -briglît, lustrons,
brown eyes, they %%ere-it did not seem
te matter mucli what breed lie ivas. Alil
lits life lbe bad trodden the prescribed
patlway of virtue; lie lad been a ivise
puppy and lie grew up an ultra wise do,
and lad it not been for the coming of
temptation in that occuit f ormn it so often
assumes, lie would have iivud lis poor
&rab littie life with hardi y a diversion
froni the pathway of right ousness.

Don, Yaiier's tas4r, was a poor
sbepherd boy. In trufiN is hair bore the
first shades' of autumn, but there are
some men vbo are always boys. If lie
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hiat ioney lais fricnds sponged it ont of
ilim, but'hec was.;as unsophisticated anti
g«enerous as the skies. He iived an ap-
paiiingly loneli tif e in a amati peat and
boulder hut in *the centre of the great
moor known iocaliy as the Black Allot..
ment, and since for days on end lie and
Yaller sawi no living soul but eacb other,
it is not to be wondered'that,> as is 80

oéften the case, the dog acquired many ot
his master's characteristice. hifyone
coul(t fouil him, so limited wvas his knowv.
ledge of the -%orld. of mea and dogs.

Don lived for lis sliepiîerdiag-so did
Yalier. H1e knew each and every one of
lis master's charges, and on glancing at
the flock lie couid tell flot oiy.whea one
ivas missing, but lie knew which one.
Away lie wouid go cre Don had time to
count bis flock. preseiitly to reappear
vith the straggler, and await furtber or.
ders.' Don lad only to, point to one
sheep and Yailer wouid sort it out and
briîîg it to tihe pen, even if it were
anioncg two hiuadred and a hundr-ed and
iiiety-nine crossed andi criss-crossed its

trail. la fact, sheplherding was born in
YaIller, as it was in Don, for both of
tlîem sprang from a iQng line of shepherd
ancestors.

It was one early spring night whea the
great temptation came into Yaiier's life.
The curleîvs and iapwings had just ar-
rived f rom tbe iowiaad swvamps to fil the
heathered.bis with tbeir iid, sad
w'histiings, and tiîat evening, vhie Don
sat over ]lis porridge andI Yalier sat at
blis side. looking up into his eyes, the
sharp yap-yap of a fox sounded over the
bracken ridge to the soutb. "Yap.yap-
yabh! Yap-yap!"

Yalicr pricked bis ears and wvhined
Don quietiy rose from bis place and took
the &>usty foîviing piece from the two
hooks above -the stretch of bieacbed
sheep skia which served as a window. Ia
this land the hand of every sbepheýrd and
keeper is raised against tihe long-iimbed
red fox of the hilis, the notorions sheep
kilier, particuiariy at this season whea
tiiere are young- lambs about.

Don quietly opened tIhe door and peered
out, Yaiier at bis hls "Yap-yap-

v arr!" And there at the crest of the
ridge they saw the fox, ciearly silbouetted
agrainst the sky as it pointed its muzzie
northwards and gave utterance to that
sound, which is the fbx's love song aIl
the worid over.

Don knew that the distance was great,
i-et it îvould be useiess to leave the hut,
su taking, steady aim bie fired, hoping to
wound. the fox when bis ilog migrht run
it down. The fox disappeared on hr-
ing the shot, and Yaiier needed not the
uirging to "go on, boy, and fetch lier," for
,%eli bie understood bis master's fend-
w-h ich ias therefore bis feud-against ail
foxes.

Over the ridge ivent Yailer, to vanish
from view, and there, straiglit ahead of
1dim lie saw the fox,- seated on a boulder
-watehing bis approach. As lie drew near
slue ieisurely desceaded ani ioped away,
at wbiji Yaller made the best of bis
sýpeed ,and fouad bimseif gaining.

Then a strange thing happened. The
fox had not yet exerted herself, and
when oaiy tlîirty paces separated tlem
suie -topped and camne back to meut the
(tog. w %agging h3ýr tail ani ieering in the
Most friendly manner possible. Yaiier,
takea compieteiy by stojm, veered aside
tlïin eirdled round, siiiffing and growling.
but the grovIs (lied in bis throat as the
littie lady fox, for sucli it ivas, màd(,
varions sigils of bier friendiy spirit.

Truly she w'as a beautiful littie crea-
turc. g-olden and russet, and tbe kindiY,
unsophistieated iittie hieart of Yaiier was
Nvon strait aw-av. Ere five minutes had
elapsed hie and the vixen were Munnilug
flank, to flank. Valier shoNvering blis kisses
uplon bier muzzle, but> very sbortly bis
rnaster's w-bistling remindid irn of bis
duit 'v. andl lie ivelit boiiiidiiig back for
home.

Misen Don and Y'aIier liad been tihe
la--t roundi of thse slîeep that night, Yaller-

va., lft to mouat guard-that is, his
niaster-gave biim to uaderstand that thse
fox niklit returu. aad that therefore lie
iiUst inot sleep too soundly. Don re-
tired to Iii., bunk. the oid fowiag piece
readv. ani Yalier curled Up as usuiai at'
the foot of the biimk, but one corner of
ili -beep skis w-indow wuas left bitched

-i) o that Yaiicr could steal ont if Il-'
chose.
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CANADA PLAYER
(Boudoir Style)

$675
12 music rolls and combination player and
iiano bench free. Customers may cxcliangc
roils at any time on paying 10c. each.
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