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i1Sve Obfrved, have been uniformly gentle-
8IS'41Y and dignified, and in some cases even

*'lm~ and generouq, ta a degree whicli is as
Pl8aaîng as it is unusual. But unhappily,

'l' 0,'ddtF have failed to contrai sorne
Cf their too enthusiastia supporters. There

8 00d rEason to believe, however, that the

'Words 11sed by one gentleman of high stand-

ing lnd tOO ready elcquence, in reference

to the OPPosition candidate in South To-

routa, WIihjcbhas been resenttd as insulting

by the friends cf that g.ettleman-a gcntle-

%4lI whcse character and attainments en-
titis hign ta the highest respect-were the

relit fllerely of attempted facetiousness,afld
*ere ut at ail spaken with an intention

to be Snsive, But by f ar the most re-
rtkable and v e mutt add, the mast ah-

Jectionabie utterences of the campaigfl,s0 far,

h'eben those of Archbishop Cleary, of
gI'&tanlandpstrange ta sa y,have been direc-

tdiot Only against the leader of the Opposi-
tib, but even more violanrtiy against the

e hose offence was a gentie criticisto,
clie id it hanour, of an oýffensive epithct

aPPlled by the Arcbbisbop ta the leader a!

Oh PPOsition. Perhaps it is flot too much

D&Ythat rarely, if ever, have the readers

01 O the Palitical papers i Ontario been e

gldwith an a .rticle sa fuit af arrcgant as-

caPttotl8p abusive epithets, and ecclesiasti-
& terniess as the four-calumn letter ad-

1 "eed by thia high dignitary ta the Globe.
Ltaleu a and its spirit are simply as-

touding, as coming from one ocupying
tePosition af a Christian teacher, and

141ild he rebukcd by every independent

But ciras by f ar than any violence a!

%tria language by a faceticus arator, or

of pith't by an irate eceiesiastic, are some
of th" hidden daings and correspond&nce

hich h'ave b en brought ta light. We

e 0 tXcuEes ta cfftr for those who,

*Petr piqough premeditated treaohery,or
the Mapiqebetray the secrets of whicb
t'e Y have been made the custadians.

&these were generally partakers in thE

une1 they reveal,their disclobures are usually
10 1688 daimgn ta themselves th an ta tbos(

Wouteir publication is meant ta injure
elertheîess the public profits, or sbaulk

etoflt' by their revelations. No sympatb3
11eed be wasted on those whase palitica
8rad Peronlal reputatians suifer from suc]

ieoo"e' do i mecurity sbould hav
be 1 Olngnothing of which they nec(

brua ained or which they teed fear tobsv

8~ht ta the light.

kuýehave aiready ref(rred ta th
IdcIaffidavit, which can hardI;

tu do harm ta the Governmet

Pk'UrIless disproved. A less glarin

ofec i8 that brought out in the correi

Pod"' betwç.en the prescnt MinistEr
&giulture, in bis former capacity as

PtQlt lut influential supporter o! tih
or and the late Professor Shav

û Ueb &gricultural Coliege. Wbile M
ltus tters contain nothing which E1

'rHE WEEK.

is not prepared ta defend as proper in the bc

case of a member ceeking ta pramote the w

business interEsts o! a supporter, they can- si

not fail ta be more or less damsging ta the h

Government, as throwing light on a kind o!

pressure braught ta bear uptuna Goyernment ti

officer ta influence his course in a business a

transaction, which it will be hard ta de- s'

fend an the higbest grounds. But by far d

the most astanishing revelation which has c

yet been made is thLt contained in the ser- p

ies of lettc rs publiâhed iu the Mail of Satur - v

day lasi, betweeu the Premier hitoreif, and

a former supporter frcm the city. The

many friends and admirers of Sir Oliver d

Mowat will mobt earnestly hope that he t

may be able ta meet witb indignant detlal c

and disproof the charge therein made and,

unlesB the correspondence has been garbled,

tscitly admitted, that the proposai. toaSp-

point lis son ta the vacant khrievalty was

first made Ly the Premier bitoseif, asnd that

the alleged initiative by the friknds and

suppcrters of the Goverumeut, who waited

upan hîto ta urge the appointnment and

avercame bis reluctance, was an organized

sham. We have always regarded the ap-

paintment as polîtically indefEnsible. If

Mr. Ley's silegation be true, iL, or rather

the mode of bringing it about, was morslly

despicable.
Sir Oliver'e defEnce againbt the damag-

ing statements made in the Leys' corres-

pondence ip, no doubt, embcdied lu the ar-

ticle in Monday's Globe. The mnost telling

point in that article is tbe denial that Sir

Oliver's interview with Mr. Leys, on April

27t1i, was the beginning af tbe rnovement

ini favour o! the appoiatment af Sir Oiiver's

son. It is said that durirtg the interval of

leven days wbich, had passed bc tween the

deatb of Sherifi Jarvis and the saidinterview,

the desirability o! making this sppointment

as a rneans a! rewardling the oged Premier

indirectly for his sacrifices on behal! o! the

Party or Province-the twa words seemto t

have been pretty nearly synonymous in the

minds o! the party lcaders-had been freeiy

*canvassed by certain leaders of the party.

Giving the Premier, as we gladiy do, the

*full benc-fit o! this explanatiari, and even

I dmitting, tbough tbis is not proved, tbat

rhe did nat initiate the mavemenf, the dam-

1 aging truth remains that Mr. Leys under-

1 took ta engineer the shato nat only with Sir

B Oliver's full kuowiedge but at bis persoal

1 rcquest. And yet everybody wbo bas any

e recallectian o! the affair knows that the

business n as made ta take on the appear-

e suce o! a Fepontaneotls movement of the

y party leadt rs, witb Sir Oliver taken by su r-

Lt prise, more or less sturdily objecting for a

g time, sud finally giving s reluctant conseLt

j- under pressure. On this ground the sp-

!f pointment bas always been defended, and

a Sir Oliver, by acting bis part lu the farce, or

Le even tacitly asseutirig ta it, bas placed him-

;, self on tbe lcw level o! the political schemer

r. aud wire-pullf r, sud le! t a lasting blat upon

le bis record for etraightforwsrd sud above-

oard dealing. Men of generaus instincts,

hether supporters or appontents, will be

ncerely sorry that he has thus delivertd

itoself inta the bauds o! bis (nemies.

It is an ungrateful task ta gather up

heEe specimens a! the frai'lties of individu-

1 politicians and sct them in array. The

ubject is au unsavaury one. Yet it is the

uty af the public jcurnslist ta do wbat he

an, in the irnterests af palitical truth and

.urity, ta su t them sud assign their true

alues. To ignare them would nat do away

vith the ugly facts themselves, wbile ta

ring them ta, the light in ail their petty

eformity may possibly help ta impress upan

he mind8 of youuger politicians the truth

>f the threadbare yet too much forgotten

naxim that bonesty fs the beEt policy.

But some of the incidents seem ta teach a

nuch fresher lessan. The system o! Govern-

tient patronage is, bappily, fast falling into

disrepute. These incidents can but intensify

tbe popular disgust. Sir Oliver bas some-

times comp'ained that the distribution af

Government patronage was a very embar-

rassing duty of the Gavernment. In the

light af these incidents, wbo can daubt it ît

Take, fcr instance, the Middlesex registrar-

sbip, the bone o! cantention wbicb gave

rise ta the quarrel with the ILeys brothers,

aud led ta tbe publication of this correFpon-

derice by way o! reveuge. Wbat a sugges-

tive picture o! the uses and abuses of Gov-

ernment patranage bave we in the fact that

this registrarship bas been kept open for

four or five years simply in consequence o!

the inability of the GovErnment ta summon

courage ta make an appointm eut. If the

office could be le! t vacant so long, without

detrinient ta the public interests, wby not

for an indefinite period, or perpetuslly 11If

we remember aright, too, while tbe inter-

ests o! individusîs and af Il the party "are

f ree]y referred ta in the Leysa correspond ence,

the word pubEc scarcely occurs. The cur-

sory read r wouid bardly get the ides that

the filling of either of the cffices was le-

garded as a public trust, a duty ta be dis-

cbsrged witb an eye ta uotbiug but the pub-

lic interests. We have before spoken of the

possession of the power o! tilling such ap-

pointinents as a serions temptation toany

Government. Iu the light o! wbat bas

uow been revealed, the undesirability o!

permitting any party governmetàt ta have

the powr o! sppoiutmeiit ta positions s0 at-

tractive must be evident ta the most

thoughtless. Surely there must be a better

way.

If religion has done natbing for your

temper,it bas doue nothing for your sou 1 .-

Cia yton.

The essence of knowledge is, having

it, ta applyit ; not haviug it, ta confess

your ignorance. -Co nuciuts

liard are life's early steps ; and but that

youth is buoyant, confident, and strong in

hope, men would behold its thresboid snd

despair.-L. E. Landon.


