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are womien, perhiaps a concession
to the Comntist belief of George
Lceves anl( his schiool. Z

Nathaniel Hawthorne is justly
credited as the greatest of Amien-
caxi prose writers. Tihis is one of
the best chapters in the lecture.
A quotation wvill showv its value.

"Naithaniiiel Hawthorne was scarcely
less than George Eliot, but with a genius
of a distinctly dliflerent order. His writ-
ings are as ricli iii veiled religious teacli-
ings as the other, only they are given
first-hand and flot broken up anmong the
cliaracters sketched. Hawthorne is a
vivid chronicler of introspective processes
and does not spend hiiraseif on sceneq of
action. Steeped through and through
îvitli a moral seriousness, lie gives the first
place to ethical and religious probleins,
and ail else are subsidiary. There is no
rest for the humnan spirit according to bis
teaching but in the higliest duty and the
hoiiest love.

" .i ianation ie so eerie and fear-
some tlîat we somietimies doubt its perfect
sanity. Soinie of bis stories which lie
labels as moralities, parables, allegories,
romances, are not infrequently set in a
framiework of psycho]ogical occultisnî and
seini-scientiflc niarvels. WVe find ourselves
groping along the intricate paths of a
sombre borderland, wlhere it is neither
liglit nor dark. But througli ail bis
senies the book of reniemibrance ons
vaguely ini view ; a sense of judginent je
ever in the air-self-judgincnt inysteri-
ously forced upon the mmid by a hand
from the unseen. Hie lias a scheme of
retribution whiclî asserts itself witlh al-
niost nionotonous consistency tlirough his
plots igostly drais. Its processes
are inward ; but the wounded conscience
ie not alone in the revenge it inflicts upofl
siii. It leagues itself with a relentiess
miemory, and the unknown powers of a
boundless imagination, and tiiese coin-
bincd influences inipriuît upon the very
flesh brands and stripes aus rmil as thougli
soine macliinery of torture liad been ap-
plied fromn witlîout. The instruments of
judgnient ail lie ready to, land witliin the
unscein liaîf of nman's personality.

"1Hawthornes lack of the idea, of the
doctrine of sacrifice and iediation iiiake
the introspection of bis sub4ects to end
in a reinorse scarcely distingu ishiable froiîn
insanity.

"IThe wise, solemn, sagacions ctbics of
tliis leader in Aierican prose, hidden iîot
infrequently under the veil of faint-isy nd

romanice, is a inmcli-needeci corrective to
the ribaidry of tiiose fools of an epliem.
eral fiction wlio mîake a iock at sin and
have no sense of its crimina]ity before
God. lie draînatives wii transcendent
skiii sonme of tiiese great facts of humîan
nature whicli are at tlîè very roots of al
theology."

Suich a wvork as this wvouid be
incomplete if the trend of modern
pessimism wvere not examied.
Thle lecturer bias dealt fairiy with
the school in putting into the
witness-box its most brilliant re-
presentative, a real 'it of the llrst
rank, Mr. Thomas Hardy, who
stands among the first of his con-
temporaries. There is a hopeless
note in bis wvritingrs in strange con-
trast to the authors dealt vithi iu
thec first part of the book. He
seemis to teacli that the odds are
always against virtue, innocence>
and unselfishiness. Things could
only turn out as Thomas Hardy
represents thein if the universe
were iii the hands of niere chance,
or under the rule of the Evil One.

"&A prince iin modern lîterature, attired
in the noblest purpie and fine linen, tis
author bias a curions mania for exploitiug
sewers and acting Parisîaîî raginan. Filthi
and defilenient lie faces withi the calimi,
uiishrinkingr countenance of a Local Board
labourer, and, aniazing siglit ! the uni-
plemnents of hie unlioly toil are slîod witli
beaten gold and encrusted %withi rubies
and pearîs. Thomias Hardy bias made lus
home ini the elimne-pits of Siddinm, as early
ascties bctook, tbeinselvcs to the caves
of the wiiderness, and studiously culti-
vatedl the niost lachrymnose and intractable
types of pessimiisin that a inorbid iiîgc-
nuity can devise.

"Hie is the realist wvlo can ouly sec
the dirty side of life, lie seenîs to hiavc
se V Iibise]f the task of re-writing the bo>ok
of Ecclesiastes with the clicerful moral,
' Fear God and keep His coinaii-ndinients,'
droppcd out. Whetlier lie guides us over
the purpie lieatli, or througli the lusli,
pastoral valley, or by the restiess scn, "'c
arc nover quite away froîn the refrain,
& vanity of vanities.' "
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