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EARLY CLOSING OF STORES.

’ (Continued. from page 1134.)
tailors, hardware dealers and jewellers will bo
obliged by law to closo their stores at 7 o’clock
in the evening. This by-law has been passed
in nccordauce with an act of the Manitoba
Legislature, which provides that municipal-
itics may make tho closing of stores compulsory,
on tho potition of threo fourths of tho dealers
in any particular branch. The trades named
have presented petitl duly signed. The
by-law is as follows :—

1. From and after the 15th day of August,
1894, all jewellery shops within the city of
Winnipeg in which jewelry is exposed for sale
by retail, and each of them, shall be and remuin
olosed on cach and every day in the weck, be-
tweon 7 o'clock in the afternoon in each day
and 5 o’clock in the morning of the noxt fol-
lowing day, except as followa: Namely, on
Saturdays and on the day immudiately pre
ceding any civio holiday or holiday as defined
by the Manitoba Interpretation act, and during
the last threo weeks in December and duriog
days .0a_ which the oxhibition of the Win.
nipeg Industrial Exhibition association is be-
ing held.

1. This by-law shall tuke effect on the 15th
day of August, 1894, )

3. Any person guilty of an infraction of any
of the provisions of this by-law shall upon
conviction before the msayor, police magis-
trate, orany justice or justices of the peaco
for the city of Winnipeg on the oath
or affirmation of any credible witness for-
feit and and pay at the discretion of the
said mayor, police magistrate, or justice
or justices of the peace convicting, a ponalty
pot excecding the sum of fifty dollars and costs
for cach offence, and in default of payment
thereof it shall be lawful for the mayor, police
magistrate, or justico or justices convicting as
aforesaid to issue a warrant under his hand
and seal to levy the said penalty and costs only,
by distress and sale of the offender’s or offend-
era’ goods and chattels, and should there be no
sufficient distress to satisfy the said penalty
and costs, or penalty or coats, only, it shall and
may be lawful for the said mayor, police magis-
trate, or justice or justices so convicting to
commit the offender or offenders to any lock-up
house in the said city, or in the provincial jail
in the city of Winnipeg for any period not ex-
ceeding twenty-one days unless the said penalty
and costs, or penalty or costs, be soener paid,

A similar by law has been passed to cover
each of the other four branches named. This
will be an improvement on the old leng-hours
system; but the hours are still too long. Six
o'olock would have been better.

EUITORIAL NOTES.

Two weeks ago The Commercial referred
editorially to the action taken by the Manitoba
Department of Agriculture in the matter of
preventing the spread of noxious weeds. The
prize casays then referred to have been pub-
lished in pamphlet form aad will be given a
wide circulation. A copy of the pamphlet
should be in the hands of every faraer in
Manitoba, and any person who will make ap
plication to the department will be forwarded
one. The style of farming followed in Mani-
toba seems favorable to the sproad of weeds,
and in some districts already weeds have spread
badly. Many farmers give themselves un-

necessary labor, and even then are not very
successful in coping with the weeds, through a
Jack of knowledge of the best methods of de-
stroying them. This pamphlet will give the
information required, and it should therefors
be secured by every farmer.

Tue prico of wheat during the mouth of
Juno has been remarkably low. The record
will have to bo scarched in vain for lower
pricos at any previous period in markets estab.
lished during tho last quarter of a century or
80. At Chicago cash wheat sold within a frac-
tion of 50 cents por bushel. The mouth opean-
ed with prices ranging botween 57 and G0o for
No. 2 spring at Chicago, and the tendency with
slight interruptions was downward, until 50§
cents per bushol was touched on Juue 26. The
following threo days the price sold under 51
cents each day, but on the last day of the
month thero was some recovery, the lowaost
point reached being 51§ cents. Fellowing
shows the range of No. 2 spring wheat at
Chicago during the month of June for the past
8ix years :—

June, 1894, lowest, 6CF cta. highest, 603 cts.
. “« ? [ 543 “ [ 66‘* “

1892, 13 76 ¢ 3 80-!) .«
« 189], s 85 “ . 98" ¢
¢ 1890, g5 e 13 91}
« 1889, 1 773 ¢ [ 85 ¢

THe dry weather which has provailed this
scoson has been very destrustive to timber
from fires, During the dry spell in June, fires
did muoch damage in several timber diatricts,
and again this week bush fires are reported.
The smolky appearance ot the sky at Winnipeg
lately indicates that fires must be raging io the
wood eections. In a prairie country like
Manitoba, whore the forest areas aro limited,
the destruction which i3 frequently wrought
by bush fires is greatly to be regrotted. Whole
distriots which were formerly dotted with
bluffs of trees have been almost completely
swept bare during some of the recent dry
years. A fire which has been burning a long
time in the Turtle Mountain distriot, Southern
Manitobs, was subdued this wezl: by an organ-
ized effort on the part of the settlers. ‘This
showswhat can be accompliehed by a detzrmined
and properly directed movement to stop the
devastation. The authorities, municipal, pro-
vincial and dominion, should take up this
matter and endeavor to stop the destruction.
If taken in houd promptly, many of these
fires could be speedily reduced, Some
organized plan of procedure is necessary to
accomplish this. So lorg 2s the matter is left
to individual interests, most of the fires will
be neglected at the very time when they could
be most easily controlled.  There should be a
municipal or other official in every district,
who would have power to order out the
residents to subdue these bush fires, and
prairie fires also, when thought desirable.

A peculinr featuro of the flour trade is the
report that France is exporting flour to Eag-
land. Thin of course is not the result of the
free or natural movement of commerce. It
has been brought about by a combination of
tariff and bounty features, France has always
peen considered an importing country of bread-
stuffs, and itis & surprise tohear that her mill
ersare exporting flour. In France protection-
ist ideas have beon rampant of late years, so
much 50 that that conntry may almost bs con-
sidered as more strongly under the domination
of high tariff principles than any other leading
commercial nation. Along with high tarifl

principles has aleo flourished the oustom
of allowing bountics on exports of certain
commoditios, Tho practico of carrying on
industries at the oxponss of tho state, by giv-
ing bountics on exports, has been carriod on to
a considerablo oxtent in France. Among the
commodities upon which the duty, was in-
creased at the timo of the late revision of the
French tariff, were wheat and flour. The ob-
jeot of this increase of dutivs was declared to
bo to make the country self-supporting in
breadstuffs, This is idered desirable, part-
1y, perhaps, from a military standpoint. Since
the last incroaso in the duty, the French mil.
lors havo begun to ship flour to I2ngland, where
it is anid they have boen selling it a shilling a
sack cheaper than Canadian and Uaited States
flour. Frauco is obliged to import consider.
ablo wheat for home consumption notwithstand.
ing the duty, but a rebate is allowed on flour
exported, which it is thought is really equal to
a bounty. Under ordivary conditions France
could not export flour, and it is therefore not
likely that tho trade will be long maintained,
or grow to any large proportions,

Fora poriod of about six woeks the Winni.
peg market was practically baro of fruit, owing
to the railway troubles in the United States.
This unfortunately happened at a season when
thero is usually a large demand for fruit, and
it has accordingly becn quite a loss to the
jobbers and others engaged in the trade. It
was also unfortunate that the trouble occurred
at a time when there is little Canadian frait in
the market. Only the small truits or berriea
were ready for the market in both Eastern
Canada and British Columbia, and very little
effort ha~ been made to shipthese early soft fruits
to the Winaipeg market. British Columbia
should be in a position to supply the Manitoba
markets with strawberries in season, as soma
very fine strawherries have come from Oregon,
and as the berries can be shipped from Oregon,
there should be even less difficalty in bringing
the fruit from our own Pacific coast, It is to
be hoped British Columbia will make a better
showing this season than in past years ia ship. -
ping fruit to the Winnipeg, market but in order
tobuild up this trade, the growers and shippers
there will have to give closer attention to pre-
paring the fruit for shipmont. After quality,
condition and style ¢* packing ie everything.
We believe the quality of British Columbia.
fruit is all right, where attention is given to
the cultivation of desirable varieties. The
next thing is to ship in sound and goovd condi-
tion, in neat light, but strong packages, of de.
sirable sizes. Manitoba dealers would give
British Columbia fruit the preference over im-
ported goods if it reaches them in the right
shape, ’

I is roported that an effort will be made to
revive the lspied charter of the proposed
railway to the Lake Dauphin country in
Manitoba, This road was conditionally voted
o large bonus by the Manitoba legislature.
As it now stands, however, this bonus is not
binding vpon the province. The road would
be purely 2 colonization linoand would open up
a good agricultaral district, but as matters now
stand it is very doubtful if the province

(Continucd on page 1150,)



