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Zealand, Frie8land, and the Oinmelands, pnd who rescued thie Netherîands
froni the tyrannical rule of Spain. This family was in every respect illus.
trions, being of the Gernman houso of Nassau (kaowa. in history for the past
thousand years), and of the French bouse of Orange. In the year following
that of the execution of Charles I., the Prince of Orange suddenly died, and
a fcw dnys latter the Princess Mary, gave birth to, Prince -William Henry, Who
inherited some of the best qualities of the bouscs of Nassau, Orange, Na.
varre, and Stuart, as well as some of their failings. Ia bis younger days the
Prince, whose mother sooa died, was treated badly by the proud patricians
who ruled the Confederacy, and who doecrmined that lic sliould flot be
alÎc>wed to fill the office of' Stadtholder, to which lie was by birth entitled.
Wben he was scarcoly. ffteen .he Arminian magistracy tore away from the
young Calvinist ail the doniesties who enjoyed bis confidence, 'whidh was one
of thecauses of bis blunt rougI,, nanner ia after life. Bat they could flot
keep hirn down. At the aga of seventeca hoe was considered a. souad states-
man ; at eigliteen lie sat among, the fathers, of the Commonwealth;. at twcnty.
one lie rose to the liead of thc 2dministration ;. ami at twenty-three lic was
rcnowncd as asoldier and a politic:ian.. Macau.lay.says, "1nuo person ever dis.
covered what that thing was that thc Prince of. Orange ýfeared!" So strong
was bis belief ina predestination, aithougli not.by *Rny menus 'a rang of piçty,
that lie would hardly take any precaution for bis. *personul welfare, and wben
defeated lie vas as, stoical as.a Mohawk Chief.

Whilc the Dateli statesmea ivere about to inangcurate a lib éral commercial
poicy, and at thc time ,]e Ruyter vas preparing te suppress the Barbary
pirates, in a time of security and peace, Charles IL, instigated by the Frenchi
king, axade a suddea and unex.pected ,attack on thea Smyrna. fleet, and on the
Puteli possessions on the co!lst of Guinea. Ail Christendomn were surprised
nt thc act, and the& French followed it up by an attack upon thc Nelierlands
with armies amounting to, 200,000 men, to ivhom the Duteli could only op-
pose 20,000. The iRepublic was over-run as by a torrent, and the English
fleet attempted to, land treops ia the hieart of the wealthiest provinces. The
Prince of Orange was raised te the position of Stadtholder, and the De Witts
whli resisted bis elevation, were torn ia pieces by an enraged mob. The
Prince being raised. to the position of Admiral-General, soon changed the
aspect of afairs by bis courage and abulity, and t.he annals of thc human race
(Macaulay says) do flot record any tbing more lieroie than the stand made by
the IDutdli on thc occasion. The people broke up the dikes, flooded the
country, and aven. womea and cbuldren took their tura on the fortifications of
the cities. In thc engagements, wbere thc Dutdli wcre in almost every in-
stance far out-numbered, it is recorded that women fihled the bandeliers, and
the cbuldren brouglit ballets to tîcir parents. Wberever the allied armnies
gained a victory, it cost tbem a fearful price. William of Orange was calta
and undaunted tbrough it ail. The two kings offei:çd to niake him sover-
eiga of the United Provinces, if lie would only yield. The young man me-
plied, " My COtLntry trusts ia me; I will flot sacrifice it to xny interests, but
if necd be die witb it ia the last ditdli.> At seaý thc IDutdli with fifty-two
slips engaged the allies with eiglity, and the issue of the day was uncertain.
In a second engagement the advantage vas witb thc Duteli; and twe montbs
later the Dutel fouglit the Englisli witb great bravery, and unexampled fury,
and the British ships retreated and were parsued. Charles, annoyed, retali-
ated on the Nonconformists at home, nnd revived bis persecutions with vigor,
giving as a reason thnt the sailors, of thie Datol fleet vara in P'art composed
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