on the opposite coast, and should have
thus derived on iy own territory the
privileges for n consting trale, e well as
ot importing Awmerican predace duty freo
There were the further inducements of
good town sites, excellent hurkours, and
avcess to British Columbin overland § hut
Vietoria with the prestive of a Free Pert
-offered greater advautages still,

The cemmanding nutury of itz geogra.
phical position, it capacionte aml conven-
iemt huebours of Victorin aud Fequimalt,
« the only safe harbows on the sen board
worth of San franciecn, u distance of 700
miles, nl approrchable nt af times by
night or duy lee see going ships of uny
Bnrthen) the -cowparitively leige aren of
Jond in its wicinity, its prokimity to the
voal fields of Nmmimo, und itg temperate
and delightful edimere, oll indieeted it ns
o mntural depot from whenee mignt be
supplied  not only  the regaivements of
British Colnnhin, bt of Poget Sonnil,
Oregon, Californin, Mexice, the Hawninn
Jaduinls, and the Russian peseseions in
the North  Pucifie, (ol of which have
sinee beeome the enstotners of Vietorin
and give promise of increwsing  trade,
md thus to build kp wnenvepot for Brit-
ish commerce nnl inflnence, the vast re
«ilts of which in conrse «of time ¢t only
be matter of copfietire, overpymye ns
Wictorin-does o wost importart position
dn what, wliem overlaml eonmmnication is
-apenef throegh British Colnmbin, will ba
the shortest and  healthicst  route fiom
dronr Britnin 1o hepr many valuablo pos-
wsessions i the Euast,

Phe wetion of the 17, 8, Congress i
voting a sehridy for monthly mail steam
)comruivation  between Ohind and San
Franciseo svinces that one neinhbors ave
fully aliwe to the valiue of seenring thus
important traMe for themselves,

The selection of Wsquimalt ns the Naval
Riation for the Northr Pacifie proves that
these severs] points have heen dily weigh-
el by the dmpeiinl Governmet und their
value recognised,

The inteont! resources of Vancouver Is.
Jamd, extensive and  prowising for the fu.
wre sueeessinl working of minerals, furm.
ing, and manofactures, ere only casnally
welerred 10 as Leng bt partinlly develop-
e, Phe same amay be seid of the gold
dields discoverad Inst year, which litve yot
1o be proved, and their tichness and ex-
1ent to be ascertained.

But the commercinl interests of Vau-
couver Islund, which is the peculinr prove
ance of ahis Chnmber, is au wszertained
fact.

After the formel separation of the Cel
onies in 8858, nadd the establishment in
1539 of New Westminster s the capital
of Dritish Columbin, their refative posi.
tionis remuined the same, aud wnder the
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indicionsrrule of Sir Junres Doaglas, then
the joint Governor of hoth, the progress
-of the Colonies was eoincident, and  their
«division merely nwominal,  The advance.
ment of eneh was  roarded as <o benefit
-of the other,

The shipping and importing fterests
wera unableto avail themseliesof New
Westminster (althowg! original parchias.
ere, and atilt esitensive holders of property
there! atlicrthan ue n port of entry to the
tnterior of British Columbia for the follow.
ingr renaons

Che great mlditionst eisks arnd delays
for sea-goinge shipe, without steam, naviga.
titge between Xictorin amd the Frasrriver

Tha intviente unrrow and sneertain
clinnre! through the simd-keads st the
month of the Fraser, availakle ondy for
ships deawing 46 7vet nt the ntmosty aml
then vegriring the asestonee of steam,

The subscynent danger and delay nt-
temding river navigation te New Westmin.
stor, the current dung the semmer™s
froshets being very rprd,

The closing of the tiver by ice from
time 4o thne during the winter season ex-
tending aver four morths,

The peneret inconvenjence of the sitau-
ation for imports sl exprrts to swl from
foreign markets, ned the lindted und an-
certnin natstre of the new Joead desnul,

Aceandingly tn no spogit of vivaley to the
gister Colony, but with thewlemdy detined
purpase of tostering her advavceiment us
the best mesnas ol promsting theiv ot
the merchants, without na exeeption, set.
tded dowse Tu Vietovia, el owider 1 Froo
Lrde policy nssisted to build it ap toits
present flowrishing cendition 5 investing
considernble sus of mowey in petmanent
fproveents, and in the estublishment
of basiness eonnectious, under the belief
that the relutive positions of the Colopies
wondd remain withont materin] alterations.

It was hepeet thut they wondd still work
hraonionsly togerher, and that Vaneou-
ver Dslund, in mwintaining her fndepen
dence, sl with it her ¥ree ‘Feade,
would Rad din Breitish Columbia lier hest.
customer awd her stannchest suppo-ter
and on these grounds the mewmbers of the
Victorin Chamber of Commerce declined
2o touch upm Union, ns heime more o
political than « commercial question,

The further vecoustrnetion of British
Columbia in 1863, und the arvival in 186
of sepurate Governors with distinet estnly-
dishments for that Colony and fur Vau.
couver Ishun!, somewhat altered the rela-
tions of the two, und wow threatens
setiously to imperil the mntually Lenvlivial
relations hitherto existing between thew,
which would dircetly tenl to destroy the
good cffect already springing from the
Free trade policy of Vancouver Island,
and would build up rival towns on the



