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prosperity, which every day’s experience shows them is the lot of the people of 
the United States. I do not believe that such a feeling has yet sapped their strong 
allegiance to the British empire ; but their allegiance is founded on their deep- 
rooted attachment to British as distinguished from French institutions. And if 
they find that that authority which they have maintained against its recent 
assailants, is to be exerted in such a manner as to subject them again to what 
they call a French dominion, I feel perfectly confident that they would attempt to 
avert the result, by courting, on any terms, an union with an Anglo-Saxon people.

Such is the lamentable and hazardous state of things produced by the conflict of 
races which has so long divided the Province of Lower Canada, and which has 
assumed the formidable and irreconcileable character which I have depicted. In 
describing the nature of this conflict, I have specified the causes in which it origi­
nated ; and though I have mentioned the conduct and constitution of the Colonial 
Government as modifying the character of the struggle, I have not attributed to 
political causes a state of things which would, I believe, under any political insti­
tutions have resulted from the very composition of society. A jealousy between 
two races, so long habituated to regard each other with hereditary enmity, and so 
differing in habits, in language and in laws, would have been inevitable under any 
form of government. That liberal institutions and a prudent policy might have 
changed the character of the struggle I have no doubt ; but they could not have 
prevented it ; they could only have softened its character, and brought it more 
speedily to a more decisive and peaceful conclusion. Unhappily, however, the system 
of government pursued in Lower Canada has been based on the policy of per­
petuating that very separation of the races, and encouraging these very notions of 
conflicting nationalities which it ought to have been the first and chief care of 
Government to check and extinguish. From the period of the conquest to the 
present time, the conduct of the Government has aggravated the evil, and the 
origin of the present extreme disorder may be found in the institutions by which 
the character of the colony was determined.

There are two modes by which a government may deal with a conquered ter­
ritory. The first course open to it is that of respecting the rights and nationality 
of the actual occupants ; of recognizing the existing laws, and preserving established 
institutions ; of giving no encouragement to the influx of the conquering people, 
and, without attempting any change in the elements of the community, merely 
incorporating the Province under the general authority of the central Government. 
The second is that of treating the conquered territory as one open to the con­
querors, of encouraging their influx, of regarding the conquered race as entirely 
subordinate, and of endeavouring as speedily and as rapidly as possible to assimilate 
the character and institutions of its new subjects to those of the great body of its 
empire. In the case of an old and long settled country, in which the land is 
appropriated, in which little room is left for colonization, and in which the race of 
the actual occupants must continue to constitute the bulk of the future population 
of the province, policy as well as humanity render the well-being of the conquered 
people the first care of a just government, and recommend the adoption of the 
first-mentioned system ; but in a new and unsettled country, a provident legislator 
would regard as his first object the interests not of the few individuals who happen 
at the moment to inhabit a portion of the soil, but those of that comparatively 
vast population by which he may reasonably expect that it will be filled ; he would 
form his plans with a view of attracting and nourishing that future population, and 
he would therefore establish those institutions which would be most acceptable
to the race by which he hoped to colonize the country. The course which I have 
described as best suited to an old and settled country, would have been impossible 

The first why un- in the American continent, unless the conquering state meant to renounce the 
advisable in Lower immediate use of the unsettled lands of the Province ; and in this case such a 

course would have been additionally unadvisable, unless the British Government 
were prepared to abandon to the scanty population of French whom it found in 
Lower Canada, not merely the possession of the vast extent of rich soil which 
that Province contains, but also the mouth of the St. Lawrence, and all the facilities 
for trade which the entrance of that great liver commands.

In the first regulations adopted by the British Government for the settlement of 
the Canadas, in the Proclamation of 1763, and the Commission of the Governor­
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