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To the Free Christiaw Baptist C(l\n)(l. rence of New Brunswick :

DEAR BRETHREN :—You come from the different places where
you have been toiling in the Master’s name. You come from' the,
different scenes where in contact with the disciplinary trials and
joys of life you have been seeking €0 build up in yourselves and
others the true Christian character, You come with the‘conscious-
ness of some failures, as also with assurances of many victories.
You come as devout, earnest, believing men and wemen, to sit in
the councjls of this body; and while we shall rejoice over our
successes, gained under the Divine favor, let us ponder our fail-
ures, that we may ascertain their causes, and avoid them in the
future, so will these very failures be transmuted into stepping-
stones upon which we may mount to higher altitudes of sucdgssful
endeavor. It is mo sophism méh utter when they .say, X We
should learn from the things we suffer.” The words of ouf Lord
to Philip, * Have I been so long time with you and yet hast thou
not known me Philip,” indicates that he had been slow to learn
the lesson Jesus had sought to teach him; and as it was with
Philip, regarding that partxculm fact, so it has \been with us, re-
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