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BAM FRONT IS 
BEST IN MONTHMr. Potto—"I was informed—”

Mr. Speaker and several members— 
"Order."

Mr. Potto-VWhat is the matter, 
don't you want to hear the rest of it?"

Mr. Speaker—The honorable gentle 
,man having withdrawn the statement 
cannot proceed.

Mr. Veniot then continued and Mr. 
Potto was not allowed to speak fur
ther. Although Mr. Veniot succeeded 
by this piece of parliamentary sharp 
practice in keeping from the House 
the information Mr. Potto was quite 
prepared to five, he cannot so suc
ceed in keeping it from the country, 
tend the following statement from Mr. 
Potto explains that gentleman’s sil
ence when first questioned and also 
throws some light on the government 
reluctance to have the House hear 
the explanation:

Clan 1 Will Now Consist of Unmarried Men and 

Widowers Between Nineteen and Thirty-four 
Years of Age and Class 2 of Married Men of the 

Same Age—Minister Proposes to Call Out 
First Men from 20 to 22 Years of Age in Class 1, 
Both Inclusive.

\
For Hours the Champion Wind-jammer of the 

Chaleur Rambles, Storms, Distorts, Brags, In
sinuates, Denies, Gesticulates and Even Rakes 
the Honored Dead from their Graves—Master 
of Political Trickery Makes a Typical North 

Shore Stump Speech.

Since Tuesday Situation Has Been Steadily Im
proving and Yesterday Marshal Haig was Able 

to Report His Lines were Still Intact-Germans 
have Stopped their Hammering Tactics Tern- \ 

porarily.

British Hold Hills Covering Northward Advance 
to Coast—First Phase of Battle of Armentieres 
Probably Ended—Little Fighting Reported Yes
terday—Great Thrust Cost Germans Heavily.

Ottawa, April 19—Before a crowded house this afternoon. 
Sir Robert Borden moved his resolution to approve the calling up of 
further men under the military service act.

The circumstances, Sir Robert said, were of peculiar gravity. 
Since the 21st of March a battle had been proceeding on the west
ern front which might continue for months and might ultimately de
cide the fate of the world in the 
the attack had been made principally on the British artny, which it 
was apparently the enemy’s intention to destroy, before any consid
erable force frôm the United States could be brought into the battle 
line. In this way the enemy hoped to bring the war to an end un
der such conditions as would enable them to impose his will, not 
only on the allied nations, but upon the world.

Sir Robert reviewed the calls which had been made by Ger
many pn het? man-power for military 

, Tlte^Nfé Law. %

In November, 1916. Sir Robert said,
Germany passed a law which placed 
all persons in the country between 
seventeen and sixty years of age at 
the disposal of the government for 
military service, it brought into,mili
tary service no less than 1,700,000 men 
and other additions raised the man
power of Germany for war purposes in 
the spring of 1917 by no less than 
2,100,000. The annual addition to Ger
many's man-power by the coming of 
age of men was about 600,000. In 
Austria it was about 400,000.

The practical disappearance of Rus
sia in the war had had Mi most import
ant influence on the dower which Ger
many was able to exercise on the west- 
ern front. Here Sir Robert read a 
statement made In the British House 
of Commons showing that as a result 
of Russia's defection, Germany, in the 
spring and summer of 1918 would be 
able to bring to the western front, an 
additional force of no less than 1,600 
000 men. She would, be able to 
more than that. She would be able to 
hold her eastern front with inferior 
troops and to send her new levies there 
that they might be trained for work 
later on the western frontier.

What Allies Did.
Sir Robert then reviewed what the 

Allies had done. One-sixth of the en
tire population of France was in the 
fighting line. For Canada that would 
mean at least one and a half million

Mr. Potts’ Statement.
Mr. Potto told The Standard that he 

had been informed by a member of 
the Foster government in the House 
with Mr. Veniot that the Minister of 
Public Works had used his patronage 
In the last election. The statement 
came in private conversation and while 
Mr. Potto made the charge he could 
not in honor give his authority for It 
without obtaining the consent of his 
Informant. When he left the House 
he sought the gentleman who had made 
the statement to him and obtained 
permission from him to refer to him 
as having furnished the information 
on which the statement was based. 
Re returned to bis seat In the cham
ber-peepered to give the worthy Min
ister of. Public Works full satisfaction 
but that gentleman managed to keep 
it out.

On another occasion Mr. Veniot de
liberately made unparliamentary state
ments, prefacing them wtlh the pro
mise to withdraw it they were not in 
order. The speaker ruled that he 
must withdraw and he did so, but he 
had succeeded in getting his alleged 
sarcastic references before the House 
and possibly into the Telegraph which 
after all was his sole motive In making

Mr. Veniot In speaking of the dead 
referred to. the late Dr. Stockton, who 
sat with him in the House in 1895. Mr. 
Veniot claims that he was offered the 
post of Minister of Public Works it 
he would desert his party and assist 
Dr. Stockton In forming a government.

The Minister of Public Works also 
referred to Hon. Mr. Clarke. He main
tained that while Hon. J. A. Murray 
was in England, Premier Clarke stat
ed the province could not finance the 
land settlement scheme which Hon. 
Mr. Murray was promoting and that 
there had been an altercation when 
Mr. Murray came back. Mr. Clarke 
was reported to have said he had been 
misquoted.

Hon. Mr. Veniot spoke until 10.20. 
At the conclusion of his remarks Hon. 
Mr. Smith asked permission to move 
adjournment of the debate on account 
of toe lateness of the hour.

Hon. Mr. Foster said he was unable 
to comply with the request and asked 
that Hon. Mr. Smith should speak for 
a short time at least.

Hon. Mr. Murray pointed out that 
Mr. Robinson had once adjourned the 
debate at 10.80 and that last evening 
Mr. Veniot had only given the Intro
ductory points of his remarks 
moved for adjournment.

Hon.- Mr. Smith.

Up to the present timeMr. Potts of St John Not Afraid to Tell Master of 

Administration How Latter Misuses Patronage 
—Hon. B. Frank Smith Moves Adjournment of 

Debate in Closing Hours of Budget Discussion.
Special to New York Tribune and St. John Standard.

(By Arthur S. Draper).
London, April 19—The news from the battlefront is the best 

for a month. Since Tuesday the situation has been steadily im
proving and today Haig is able to report his lines are intact, that 
the Germans have stopped their hammering tactics and that the 
British hold the hills covering the northward advance to the coast. 
It is safe to say that the first phase of the battle of Armentieres is 
ended. Ludendorff is taking stock of the situation and he is finding 
that the great thrust for thç coast has losses as well as gains. Great 
Britain has bucked up. She views the future confidently. She be
lieves her,gallant forces have weathered the worst of the hurricane 
and that death and destruction are what Ludendorff has gained 
for his investment of 150,000 casualties and gigantic supplies of 
munitions.

service-
tacked and he would venture the as
sertion that so long as their flanks 
hold they will not fall back.

As to probable casualties the people 
of Canada must be prepared for a 
heavy list when the Inevitable attack 
comes.

Coming to the order-in-council, cov
ering the amendments to the military 
service act, Sir Robert Borden said he 
realized that this act had been based 
upon the principle of examination by 
tribunals. Thousands of these had 
been established, but owing to the in
experience of the members of the tri
bunals, the quality of their work was 
varied and sometimes marked by in
justice. In some parts of Canada, 
tljere were so many exemptions that 
it became the duty of the government 
to appeal from eighty to ninety per 
cent, of them. On the whole, results 
had not been so satisfactory as ex
pected. The order-ln-councll, he said, 
had departed to some extent from the 
principle of exemption as had been 
done in Great Britain, but not along 
the same lines, because the majority of 
exemptions in Great Britain applied to 
various occupational classes.

Will Call Out Men.

Special to The Standard.
Frcd&icfon, April 19. —The real leader of the Foster 

adnppistratioiwtion. P. J. Veniot, spoke today in the lradget 
débite. In fact he won and clinched beyond any possibility 
of dispute the wind-jamming championship. For more than 
four hours he rambled all over the administration of the past 
twenty years, raked the honored dead from their graves to 
use their names in support of some of his statements, show
ed himself a master of all the political tricks, bluffed, cajoled 

iand stormed, distorted, bragged and insinuated, and in all 
-quitted himself in a manner that he and his compatriots sit

ting behind him evidently thought very satisfactory, for it 
ticeable that the applause they gave him was more up

roarious than any tribute of esteem and approval with which 
the nominal premier of .this province has yet been honored.

Hon Peter Peeved. ly Hon. Mr. Dugal spoke for a few
Mr Veniot was In bad humor and minutes in French. Still ho sign from 

4t Is nrobably fair at this time to tell the opposition and finally the master 
th* reason why The opposition had of the administration was forced to his 
been ^dy to close the debate before feet. For half an hour he stormed 
either Mr Tweeddale or Mr. Murray and finally adjourned the debate to 
had spoken but the government would resume It this afternoon, 
not have it. P. J. demanded an oppor
tunity to hare his little say, his depart
ment had been criticised and hq stated
he should have an opportunity of re- stated that he had plenty of time find 
plying. To this the premier was fore- Intended to take it. Hi»' iftmous pur- 
ed to agree, and it was decided that pose was to crowd Hon. 'Mr. Smith so 
there should be but two speakers on late Into the evening session tha$ the 
each side, Hon. Mr. Tweeddale and opposition morning newspapers Would 
Hon. Mr. Veniot for the government be prevented from carrying a report 
and Hon. J. A. Murray and Hon. B. F. of hie speech while the Veniot vapor- 
Smlth for the opposition. This satis- Ings would be blazoned aft oter the
j - - ----- it managers, for they province through the columns ' of the

toberts had adjourn- Dally Ananias.
Wednesday evening 

b it on Thursday at- 
then be the turn of 

« nbers and this would
J. Veniot the oppor- 
last word. But they 
ctlcal success before

ac-

wan no
He has driven the British off hard 

earned Passchendaele Ridge; he has 
made a deep Indentation to the west 
of Armentieres; he has captured per
haps 150,000 prisoners and a hundred 
or so guns, and fpreed the destruc
tion of a large quantity of stores. 
But Ills effort for a break through has 
succeeded no better than Haig's long 
campai 
Both t
tivea. Both are so-called “near Vic-

Ludendorff's troops 
from their bases and are forced to 
run U/>iï* communication!! through 
the barren, shell torn areas east of 
Y pres, and west of Armentieres.

Time is Haig’s ally and Luden- 
dorff’s great enemy. The French re
serves are now where they are most 
needed, and Ludendorff has lost some 
of the initiative. The Germans are 
a little nearer the coast, but nothing 
matters If they are held where they 
now stand. Ludendorff 
less he advances. Haig wins 
holds. No sane person believes the 
Germans have not more powerful 
blows to deal. No observer Is so op
timistic as to forecast a sudden turn
ing of the tide in favor of the allies.

More Fighting Coming.
The fighting season has just open

ed and Ludendorff has figured on a 
long campaign. Rain, sleet and a 
bitterly cold wind are driving across 
the northern plains of France, but 
when the weather changes there is 
sure to be a resumption of operations 
on a gigantic scale. In the last great 
enemy attack between Robecq and 
Givenchy on a ten mile stretch 600,000 
bayonets were employed, but the 
British

do

THIS YEARfor Passchendaele Ridge, 
short of their real objec-

m
ellIt was expected that Mr . Veniot 

would speak not more ^l&n an hour, 
but when he arose at 3.40 p, m., he are farther

Reviewing the proposed order-in- 
councll, Sir Robert said, that under its 
terms class«-one would now consist of 
unmarried men and widowers between 
nineteen and thirty-four years of age, 
and class two of married men of the 
same age. The minister of militia pro
poses to call out first the men from 
twenty to twenty-two years of age in
C“"be'ob

Cold Weather Hampers Big 

Companies on St. John and 

Tributaries.

What had the British Empire done, 
asked Sir Robert, and in answering his 
question quoted figures which had 
been compiled by Sir Auckland Geddes 

when he 0f the British government. These fig
ures gave the total strength of the 
British forces as 7,500.000 men. Of 

Mr. Foster, however, saiA that he this number 4,330,000 had been con- 
. tributed by England. 602.000 by .Scot

land, 280,000 by Wales, 170,000 by Ire
land, 900,000 by the Dominion of Can
ada and the other colonies, and the re
maining million by India and the Afri
can dependencies of Great Britain.

Sir Robert expressed the opinion

Special to The Standard.
Fredericton, April 19.—On account 

of the coldness of the weather the 
water in the small streams in the cen
tral part of the province has not ris
en enough to permit of driving opera
tions and the drives this year will be 
a little later than last year.

James M. Scott, operations manager 
for the Fraser Companies, Ltd., in this 
section of the province, stated today 
that the crews were out on the differ 
ent streams of the Miramichi, Nash- 
waak, Nashwaaksis and Oromocto, but 
they can do practically nothing until 
tho weather moderated. He expects 
the drives will make a start some 
time next week.

Walter Jackson, manager of the St. 
John River Log Driving Co., said today 
that he could 'not state definitely as 
to when the company’s work would 
commence on a large scale. The tug
boats are at Indiantown and other pla
ces in tliat vicinity but cannot come 
up the river on account of the big ice 
jam in the Long Reach. As soon as 
this jam breaks the tugs will be able 
to come up the river and the work will 
then start.

both inclusive. Later he 
liged to call out it the needHon. Mr. Smith began hie speech 

in reply tonight, but only epoke « a 
short time. He will resume tomorrow. 
His address will be published In full 
on Monday, so Mr. Venlot’e statements 
will be well answered.

In 111 Temper.
The Minister of Public Works was 

not happy this afternoon and evening. 
On the contrary, he was decidedly In 
111 temper. His task was not an easy 
one for it was up to him not only to 
Attempt to shatter the mountain of 
criticism Hon. Mr. Murray had raised 
of the mal-administration of the pres
ent government but to anticipate what 
Mr. Smith might say in reply. Conse
quently he was more venomous than

is beatemay
shall demand it, men in the same class 
of nineteen and twenty-three years 
of age. It Is estimated that from the 
men available in this way in each year 
called out there will probably be 10,000 
physically fit for service at the front.

It mayybe said that we are abolish
ing, so far as the classes called out 
are concerned, the exemptions which 
were provided in the military service 
act. That is perfectly true, but I do

that the figure of 900.000 did not do ”ot kn°,w “»k»th" mej‘”a b* which 
tun justice to what the colonies had k« ‘“™!
done. He thought It should be nearer the member, of thts house that the 
a million Ineed 8 most urgent and m08t impera-

!f Uhe

must aak Mr. Smith to proceed. Mr 
Smith on arising was greeted with loud 
applause from the opposition bench. 
In opening he made reference to the 
èreat war and the splendid part played 
by Canada. He also referred to the 
remarks made by the member from 
Queens In attempting to show that 
an effort had been made in his county 
to Introduce the race and religion 
cry. Mr. Smith had a lingering sus
picion that in his remarks the mem
ber for Queens, Mr. Hetherlngton, was 
smarting a little under the result of 
the election. In stating, however, that 
the Liberals of Queens who did not 
think as he did had been actuated by 

Once he accused Mr. Potto of stat-ithe race and religion cry the member 
ing that he (Veniot) had used the pat- for Queens had cast an aspiration on 
ronage of his department in Gloucester them that they would resent when the 
County in the last Dominion election, opportunity offered. He then took up 
With all the gesture of a participant Mr. Hetherington’s statements as to 
in cheap melodrama he waved his the bridge expenditures In Queens 
fists and demanded that Mr. Potts county and showed that when them 
Should Withdraw the statement. gentlemen had stated that larger sums

Mr. Potto sat silent while Mr. Ven- had been spent on those bridges last 
lot’s back bench supporters applaud- year than by the former government 
ed vociferously. As Mr. Potto made he was wide of the mark, 
no effort to reply, but did not with- He quoted figures showing from 1900 
draw the remarks, Mr. Venlot’e excited to 1907 the government in power at 
friends called across the House "take that time had spent on ordinary brid- 
It back.” Then Mr. Potto arope and ges 389,846.09, while from 1909 to 1916 
left the chamber. A few minutée later the expenditure by the governments 
he returned and at the first hppor- the speaker supported was 156,241.73. 
tunlty rose and addressing the chair. Ou permanent bridges the government

from 1900 to 1907 had spent 929,696.57 
While from 19M to 1916 «the expendi
ture was 6160,987.40. This effectually 
disposed of Mr. Hetherington’s criti
cism on that score and Mr. Smith then 
moved the adjournment of the debate.

The premier then announced that 
the House would resume at eleven 
o'clock Saturday morning and would 
sit t%rou«h until evening.

x rd Silence, 
concluded thO op- 
sat silent. There 
tuse for a moment 
government. Fin- 
ad the motion and

,y closed the debate. 
Mr. Tweeddale ex- 
and then looked to The Dominion.

y The need is urgent. The need is so 
effort of the urgent as this—that without this ord-ever.

In one or two incidents of the after
noon, however, he showed in particu
larly bad light.

Turning to the war 
Dominion the prime minister gave fig- er-in-council I do not believe we can 
ures compiled up to March 31st. 1918. provide the reinforcements after July 
He said that up to that date Canada 1st and If the enemy attacks and the 
had despatched overseas 364,760 men attack may come within the next two 
of all ranks, of these 348.000 were N. weeks, we may be left with no refrv 
C. O.’s and men and 16,000 were offl- forcements after June 1st.

Sir Wilfrid Laurier said the govern
ment and the opposition were agreed 
as to the necessity of crushing Ger
many. He objected to the changes in 
the military service act made by the 
government. Parliament, he said, be
ing in session, the recent orders-in- 
council should not have been passed 
without consulting the house.

bent them back, exacting a 
heavy toll and yielding only a few 
outpost positions.

The same story comes from the 
battle front south of Kemmel where 
the enemy came on In waves whlvh 
were broken before reaching the Brit
ish lines.

From the hills forming the spectac
ular Armentieres Amphitheatre the 
British and French guns are pouring 
high explosives among theenemy forc
es. A feature Haig emphasized in 
today’s report.

When the second phase begins it Is 
expected Ludendorff will have brought 
guns across title Ypres-Comles Canal 
and will try to develop ah enfilading 
fire upon the Mount Kemmel posit
ions, and the enemy will aim at out
flanking tlie Ypree positions. Mean
while the British will have an op
portunity to strengthen their defen
ses. Tho French reaction southeast 
Is expected to be one of the early de
velopments. Another probable point 
of Activity is the Montdidler region 
where the massing of troops and guns- 
has been going on for several days. 
Though the situation generally is 
anxious it is infinitely better than a 
week ago.

members would 
would give Mr. 

r for which he 
last. Neither

an>

cers.
Canadian casualties so far. said the 

prime minister, were as follows: Killed 
in action, 25,912; died of wounds, 
8.673 ; died of disease, 1,966; wounded, 
106,185; prisoners of war, 2,736; pre
sumed dead, 8,988; other casualties,

which would have 
Mr. Veniot audibly 
eeddale to go on. 
a quarter the Min 

ure wearied the 
counted his alleged 
ag children, cattle 
oducing tons of the 
turned out of Vic-

CASUALTIES.

Ottawa. April 19—Tonight s list of 
119 casualties reports seventeen killed 
in action, seven died of wounds, four 
died, two missing, sixty-two wounded, 
twenty-five gassed, and two 111.

The Maritime names:

790.
A compilation of those killed In ac

tion, died of wounds and disease, pre
sumed dead and missing, said Sir Rob
ert, would show that a total of about 
41,000 young Canadians had giveq up 
their lives in the war up to March 31st

IS NOT INTERESTED.
Commissioner McLellan states that 

he has no personal Interest In any 
of the four candidates out for elec
tion on Monday, as has been Intimated 
ofiTthe streets.

» opposition spoke 
recess and his 

mt of the present 
masterly exposure

Infantry.
Died of wounds:last. W. N. Dennis, St. John, N. B. 
Wounded :
E. Brunette, address not stated. 
Gassed :
J. M. Wallings, address not stated. 

Artillery.

his said: "Mr. Speaker, a rew minutes Canadians Ready.to the criticisms 
is own government

ago the honorable gentleman naked 
me to withdraw a statement J had 
made. May I make a statement?"

Permission being given, Mt. Potto 
proceeded to say, 1 stated ytiti had 
used the patronage of your department 
In the last election in Gloucester 
Ccunty. ! was informed—’* <

Mr. Veniot—That Is a withdraw»!."

WILL TRY AGAIN.
Private Thomas Logan who spent 

two years at the front will return 
overseas to do his bit the second 
time. He recently came home and 
on Thursday night friends aaembled 
at the 
burst, 
welcome.

Sir Robert said that while he was 
not at liberty to tell the house just
where the Canadians are located, he
could say that the forces representing 
the Dominion are in greater strength 
and more confident In spirit than ever 
before. They were holding a position 
which had not yet been seriously at-

Wounded :
G. H. Mclnnis, Charlottetown, f*. E.

led the government 
ak the agreement 
\ Venlot’e turn, yet 
a to rise and final-

home o fMr. and Mrs. Hawk- 
Adelaide street to give him a I.

G. Hebert, Shediac, N. B.
y
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