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" Pshaw ! I can't fire the cannon in the house Awl The cheep dog limped pathetically across the table ae 

I can't sail the Heamboat without water I'm Koin* he spoke At the same moment Johnny heard a sound 
take that dog." «Ü sobbing It came from the direction of the carpet

time More it came hecki to him Then department in which be had been lying, and he quickly
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with a mind at length at rest he stood around w.t l iipg turued his head that. way. How was it that he -hid not 
the other people. A? he was pushed this way 
his elbow knocked a toy from one of the tables He light of the great room ? Some on cushions, some on roll

ing chairs, aome on crutches, some feebly tottering about. 
Some were heppy over toys with which they played, 
while the eobe he had heard came from others, who lient 
inT&l

" Johnny, said his winter Ague*. " \ ou get a gum bot-, 
tie and bruah, ami the iwiiit and some water, and 
bring them up to the sewing room."

" What for ? And why can’t yon get them jourstlf,
anyway ?"

" Berauw l want t--)uin( ti|> bits of silk and lace, and 
thread ami needles itin/ thingi We'rv going to have a 
busy morning of it, you .uni h rest of us "

" Doing what >' /
" Putting the Un •» .mod/ls mid hooks in order to send 

у I have gathered up a fine lot 
i n are almost as" good as new.

mul that before noticed a number of pale children in the half

stooped and picked it up.
U’s wheel’s off. That's too bad. If anybody'• seen 

me they’d make me pay for і* and I'd have to give my
wheelcar fare for it Here s the little nail that held ^he

on. I can fix it myself just as well as not if I only had to see what it might he.
and a place to sit down." " My poor little lamb," he heard one say, as a lamb

l/xikiiig about hitn he saw that the carpet department with only three legs struggled to take a few steps and 
of the great store was next the toys, and not far from the then fell to the floor. y * .
cheap dog table lay a pile of rugs partly shaded by a •• And my poor baby—see !’r wept a little mother. 

Making his way to this he soon had the wheel " Only one arm."
" You're not so bylly off as I am," sighed another. 

My—I didn’t know I was so tired •' Mine's head wobbles so I'm afraid it may come off any 
till I sat down." It was pleasant to recline on the rugs minute."
watching the people come and go, lazily counting bôw “ I can’t make this pretty shepherdess stAnd straight,"
many different toys he could see carried by different said another, aa.a china image toppled over whenever
ones. They grew at last hazier before his eyes, and the she took her thin hand from supporting it. - \
hum of voices grew fiummier and less like speech, until “ O dear, dear !" Others joined tfiem in pitiful wait-
he was suddenly roused by hearing a little y tip close be- ings. ' ^

"You see ho^Kit is when we l/e sent in that way," 
" I want to have said the cheap dog. You wouldn’t like it yourself, you 

know." Ns.

trouble qver something. He went a little nearer

to the children's hosp 
of them,.and must уf 
With a tilth- touvlrffig up Mat'd srtn-elv know they were _ 
not new: Now let's grt to work The things are to go 
at noon " *

v
in order.

" How tired I am
4

" I can't," said Johnny, decidedly. ". I am going over 
to grandma's thismorniuj^
some money for ChrisimSt, but here's Christmas eve and 
a^ke hasn't done it She must have forgotten it, and if I 
go to see her and wish her Merry Christmas I guess she’ll 
reniera her."

" You caiipgo there this afternoon "
" No, for then I want to go and spend.the money."

. "Johnny," said his sister, soberly, “ don’t you feel as 
if you wanted to have a little share—just a little—in 
making the Lord's birthday a time of rejoicing for poor 
little children whose lives are full of sickness and

She 'most always gives me

aide him.
" Let me go now, please," it said, 

fun with the rest of them.’,’
Johnny's arm had been resting on the cheap dog, who “ No,-f Wouldn't" said }bhjmy, profoundly moved by 

was squirming under it in vain efforts to free itself. !As the sight. It must be bad enough to be so themativea, 
Johnny lifted his arm it hurried away and, following *4* as you eay, without that. I never thought of it before 
with his eyes he saw a wonderful sight. Men, women J wish 1 had," his thoughts going back to the moment in 
and children were all gone, but the great toy department which Agnes had asked him to give hie help in repairing 
was, if possible, a busier, certainly a far merrier place the toys for the hospital.
than before With yelps of delight the cheap dogs were " But another Christmas will come." He tried to eon
tumbling off the table,and entering into a rough and sole himself with the reflection as heat length lay back
tumble scramble with each other. Other animals were on the rugs drowsily watching 0ie toys.
also sporting in ways best pleasing to themselves. Jnst before him 300 climbing monkeys were dashing
Horses rushed madly across the room, mounted by boy up their strings, and further off all the dog» were giving
dolls. Sailor dolls took possession of the steamboats, chase to a wound-up toy cat, when a different sound
soldiers drilled or fired off the cannon Johnny laughed broke in on the din.
until he was tirvd at seeing »n acrobatic exercise given " f$e!Tï>! Well, I'd blessed !"

For on^dazzling moment dolls, dogs, cats, jumping 
other toys could be seen in a wild scramble 
Johnny rubbed his eyes to see a man look

Mie
less 11k

suffering? You will have plenty of < лісе things, 
without any money from grandma. •

" I say," said Johnny, testily, "Jhe things are good 
enough as'they a c They’re better than those children 
are used to."

".Then, perhaps you will wish, out of the abundance of 
all you will get to morrow, to pick out something and 
•end them."

** Out of my new Christm as presents ? No indeed. I 
never have more than 1 want,"

Mother gave h(jn leave to gii to grandma's, adding
'" She sent me wbnl that she is to have a gathering of 

her little grandsona^his evening, soil think you will have 
to -remain there all night Come home early in the 
morning."

As he took leave of her after dinner grandma said to 
him :

"It looks as if it were going to be stormy later, 
Johnny If it ia you 'had better not come back here, 
though I shall be sorry to misa you But as you have to 
walk quite a way to get here you had better take the 
street cSrs right home if the «father is bad. 
dear—"

Johnny's fact shone as she put into'his ham! two big 
silver dollars.
* " h will he enough to buy son e little gifts for your 
sisters and something nice for1 yourself," she added. 
" Then's what Christmas is for, you will remember, my 
little man—to thipk more of the joy of giving to others 
than of what we receive ourselves, at this time in which 
our Lord came as a precious gif По the whole world."

Half an bfaur later, Johnny found himself in the toy 
department of one of the great dry goods stores. How 
crowded it was, and what $ busy, delightful hum ofrbuy- 

• ing and selling He wahdered up Mid down the long 
aisles, his right hamf in his pocket tightly clasping the 
two dollars, rejoicing in the feeling of possession given 

8>y having so much money to spend all by himself. 
There were thousands of things in that store which he 
could buy. But as the fi *ie flew swiftly he settled down 
to the realization that it could be only one thing among 
the thousands whicb^ he could buy. At last his mind 
•cemed near the making-up stage. For an hour he 
wavered 1 >elween e brass real cannon with finely made 
soldiers end s stcaiulHiat that would wind up and go. It 
wss s difficult question to decide anit in much weai-and- 
tear of mind he look another walk through.the huge 
room m
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" What's that thumping?" he asked of one of them;,as jacks a 

a chorus of small pounding mingled with shouta, fell on for pla6?
Mi

the •

had
deba

.they

deci
thoi
revo

r ing down on him.
" Héllo, little chap 1 You been he/e all night ?" >

Vdon't know," slid Johnny, in great bewilderment 
<at time—when ia it, anyhow ? ’ ” t

П'И open you," said Johnny. lit went about slipping >*lt ia Christmas morning, bright and early. Well,
pp\khjf£atchea which held them down, when, each jack ЛЬіліш a queer go. Got left by your folks, hey? I guess

Uere sprang up with a whoop. ywiCiLheek^et out and get home as quick as you can.
C Then Johnny wished with all his heart that his little Cars have jfcet begun moving."

As he passed* through the great room everything wai 
as with great dignity they came and went into the doll циін. The jack-in-a-boxes were fastened down, the 
houses.. Not to sit'straight and stiff, staring More them, lady dolls seated or standing in their usuil graceful atti-
but to keep house as ladies should do, the coloced dells tudes, and the dogs stood in orderly rows on the tables,
coming to wait on (herh and take care of the babies. As Johnny followed the man, carrying his own dog, and 
he stood by one of the tables he heard à pathetic little let out into the dim light of the Christmas morning, 
wail and saw that it came from one of the cheap dogs Two hours later Johnny and his sisters were happily

" Why don’t you go and-play, too ?" askejLJohnny. engaged with a liberal e£$ire-of gifts. Every one admired 
" I can't. My leg's broke. Some one TFropped me Johnny's dog, pronouncing it to be as handsome and

well made a toy dog as was often seen.
" O. stay with us, Agnes," coaxed the others as she 

came into the room wrapped for going out. " We want 
you so, when it's Christmas."

" O, that’s jack-in-a boxes A good many of ’em are 
shut in aralcau't get out to liHvr.their share of Christmas 
F.ve."

"I

sisters could have been there to see the lovely lady dolls,

1

T
hadand broke me."

" Can't you be mended ?"
" I s’pose so. When Christmas is over they’ll pick up 

all of us that are broken and send us to ladies in socie
ties, and they'll mend us and send us to sifck children in

Hoi
thn

" Yes, my dearies, but you will gladly give up some
th?hospitals. dt's a pity, though, that the poor little thing for the sake of poor little ones who have so much 
things couldn't a’had us before Christmas." less than you." ^

" It’s because you’re such a cheap lot you break so I'll give you more than that," said little Ruth, i#i a
easy," not at all meaning to be unkind, but because he b^rst of generous enthusiasm. Slje lovingly hugged a 
examined so many dogs that day and noted their differ- new doll and aaid : ".I'll send them this dolly." 
ences in a businesslike way. ^ Johnny gazed at his dog. How life-like it looked. It

" Yes," said the dog. meekly, "but cheap \log* do a almost wagged its tail and winked it’s bright little eyes
made It haiV wills 
(awfully " . Then he

T

Г
T

her
Ilot of good id the long run. I know we re made of just as Johnny ргеЗЩлііе spring and 

the snips eijd patches of rkln left over from the high- pering . "I'd like to keep you 
priced dogs, ami they don't lake time in 'making u* to said to hie Sister 
git our ears on straight, or our ryes even, or any kind of

He stopped, as In had stopped before, among the • good twist to our tail* We re only m cent dogs, you And tell him it
made 4P animal» Theл were most enticing, beginning know But they've sold .Huo of »• twlay to "lolka jlhat
with the cheap-'.mu., . ..rx.und wlu. ), h.w,1h reached couldn't go-higher The olhv. .u% н U,h wan m Km ?

«and pressed, .and leading up gradually to the high bought thirty of vml !■ ... ..’|.h»..* home
priwl w«e*~wl. which could mew, .lu*, which “ I «'pw the erphue. wwe *Ul " і
burked. Mealing lsmbs iind goite horeei of sll kinds, on " No they weren't It meile a lot »l trouble Vhe-e
wheel, or rocker* There were fewer people hire »„< ' were too orphan, le the home, end even, one but the ^lUII peel eight1
he bed e better chei.ce of »eeing them Suddenly tbUty cried Hke lury." ‘ . *Tbe ecbnelroue etuck Itched «e, âe çejml, ..   gh
hie eye* were featened by a pair which seemed fairly to " Whet did they do Hun' - *.■■•, there '«ere helhle* eigeMceeMo the «иеиемі
wink el him, *n bright end full of expression were they " Ти,У loul1 nP » coUkuljuu «tnoug the director* ,.nd *ut then thel clo< k bed heee beg .reu.lmnrd to m*k. 
They belongcllo a dog, » love of , woolly fellow a. boughlgwreuty more of ... ^ Hgnlllreet, nnl to eay etertltng etelrmeel. with Ih.
Urge a* • reel .mall dog Everything about .him was “ 1 am 8lld 1 аш ”ul in " 1||*с' «here there are a nut. greateet equanimity and apt«lrenl unconeem 
well made, from ttia dainty wc»lly coat and the roguish dred of you, " thought Johnny to hlmeclf. Aloud he Carrie Hewley deposited the Utln grammar which *he 
eyee to the wheel platform on which he stood, and hi» laid 11 1 had m>' waT ? d bundle all the broken one» had token home the night before to atndy, on her deek 
price w*. d- ‘ of you off to the hoepilal without waiting for Christmas wiih an Impatient alam which rouaed dp:,-dlacordant

Johnny «changed glance*, wi#h him, in which the dog 1 dou t Ье|кчс lhe childr,'n ”ould " echoea ,rom ,vrr> co,n,r °* lhc «"hoed
•aid es plainly a* a toy dog could nay it : '* Buy me." “ O, that would never do. The children are lame just " 1 don't helleve they're coraihg," aha muttered:

In greet perplesity he wandered hack to the cannon like ue, you know. How do you think it would »nii’em Her faith Could not hive been wholly ahaken, however 
he eteamboet. to have n. tike this?" for .he immediately left the room and went around lo
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" Agnes, you give this to Mint little boy that is Uo«r 

the t?ee< thin* ; h.. ! ^
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