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up the deficiency in my party by coming to

the rescue in order to carry the measure|

through the House. 1 was promised thac
sopport, and 1 must say that my hon. friend

the Solicitor General was true to his pro-|
mise, but unfortunately, when the Bill came

up in 1894, the other hon. gentlemen who
had promised me their support thought it

of hon. gentlemen from my own side whom

I lost, because they were always averse to.

any measure which they thought would cen-
tralize the judges in Quebec, Montreal and
Sherbrooke, and which would make it very
difficult for them to be ever appointed judges,
I was obliged, if not to withdraw the Bill, to
leave it before the public for another year,

and it was referred to the committee on leg-
islation. This measure now before the House,.

in so far as the province of Quebec is con-

cerned, is not needed. There are already
thirty judges of the Superior Court in that

province disseminated all over the province.

Ten were assigned to the city and district|

of Montreal and four to the city and dis-

trict of Quebec, and the others are supposed
to reside in their special districts, When I/

brought my Bill before the local House, I
had very carefully prepared statistics on

which 1 based my opinion, and on which I

claimed that the House should make this
radical reform in our system. These statis-
tics are true to-day as they were then, and

they go to show that there should be certain-

ly no judge added to the number already
appointed. Here are the figures of the

average number of writs issued yearly in
esch district, in the years 1877, 1878, and|

179, and I have also similar statistics for
the years 1889, 1890 and 1891. 1 may say

that the system which prevails in the pro-
vince of Quebec was introduced in 1854 by

the late Sir George Cartier, and this has con-

tinued to exist without any amendment ex-

cept the increase in the number of judges.
1t is a system which is completely out of

exist any longer. Here are the statistics
for the years 1877, 1878 and 1879, of the
average number of writs issued yearly in

the Superior Courts in the various distriets,

in cases of $400 and over:

Arthabaska ......c.ccc000n ceseessssrecasss 38
Beauce ....... weessessseassesecarracsnas 22
That is, 22 suits taken out in the district in
a year. ‘
Beauharnois ............. sesensssens vees 18
Bedford .......... cesssessssen ceraseneas 85
Chicoutimi ..... .... Geeessrectssssesnnna 5
Gaspé ....v.0v oe seess seesrevecsss srue 2
Iberville ....... vecasasa cessecs seasssses 26
Joliette ....... erees enee ceeees ses eesees 10
Kamouraska ......... ceees sesseescans 33
MONLIMAZDY “cveceerecccosece soves sonase 23
Montreal ....ciciee ccrccncesaas cesses oo 900
ottawa ......n ceeses cesesesssccs sesssee oD
Quebec e s s Se e es o0 L BB B P90 6000w 398
Riche‘ieu teasssenosCosBDOOBEES sesve [E RN R} 58

2123

Rimouskl ....cccevecvennnnes cereserscnns 21
Saguenay ........ eceess smssesssesssese 3
St. FrancisS ....cccoeeesceaee sesasersases 126
St. Hyacinthe .....c.cc0venen cescanas esas 25
Terrebonne .......c.cceceeemeesce sennsacs 30
Three Rivers ....... U A 42

Sir CHARLES HIBBERT TUPPER. One

1 judge had two suits a year.

was not in the interest of their party to)
vote for it, and therefore, with the number

Mr. CASGRAIN. Yes, and in some of the
districts which are enumerated here, the
number of writs now issued is still less

‘than it was in those years. Take, for in-

stance, the district of Montmagny, it is a
well known fact that judicial business has
decreased there enormously, cwing especially
to the law ‘which was passed not very long

‘ago, by which the county of Bellechasse

was detached from the district of Mont-
magny and concurrent jurisdiction given to
the court of Quebec over it. .

Let me give some statistics for the years
1889, 1890 and 1891, and I am sorry I have
not statistics for the later years. During
these years, the average yearly number of
writs, in cases of $400 and over, issued by
the Superior Court, was as follows :—

Montraal ....ccciiiiiiiiiienesocecenannne 470
Quebec .......iiiii ciiiiies diiieee. 104
0 7 7 20
Joliette and Terrebonne ..... feeeeeens . 3
Three Rivers and Richelieu............ 56
Chicoutimi and Saguenay .............. . 4
Gaspé and Rimouski .................. . 19
Kamouraska and Montmagny ........ eee 89
Beauce and Arthabaska........ teteeaes 39
St. Francis .... cesstacesanne ..o 104
Bedford and Beauharnois ............... 64
‘St. Hyacinthe and Iberville............. 53

The SOLICITOR GENERAL. I have an
official return which shows that in 1890
there were 3,965 cases in Montreal ; in 1891,
4,443 cases ; and in 1892, 4,540 cases.

Mr. CASGRAIN. The figures T am giving
now are those of cases of $400 and over.

The SOLICITOR GENERAL. We do not

, A try - ‘ :
date, and should certainly not be allowed to| > S AL cases under $400.

Mr. CASGRAIN. For the same year, the
average number of cases under $400 was as
follows :—

Montreal ....ciiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiaan... p
Ottawa, .....cvv wene tecansere eceeses « . 2§§
Terrebonne ....cocevee vevvveeennn, ceees 7
Joliette .......cvvvee vennnn. oo as ceseas 16
Richellen ......c...... chnecees s IR [
St. FranCiS @040 eceas 2evrsresRse cscsemsse 63
Beauharnois .......... ... teeeecare e 18
Bedford .......... .... ceacens 20
Tberville .......... ST
St. Hyacinthe .............. cececene cees 17
Quebec Seeessresw seome LI B ) - L ] . 63
Three Rivers ........ccouvenn.... ) 17
Saguenay ..... ttecectrcnes eens ceecenane 1
Chicoutimt ..... ceenene cessesatcatcnns 2
Gaspé ......... teceette seveana 3
Rimouski ...... Ceeetettrerneren g
Kamouraska co.veeeeennnns covennnnn. .. 7
Montmagny ......cv.. ... teessenne o 28
Beauce ....oceenee vennnnen creee aue 9
~Arthabaska.......... ..... evenee . . 14



