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HUNS MASS 150 DIVISIONS IN WED

"BRITISH COMMONS DEBATES AUSTRIAN PEACE OFFER

6 BOCHES PER YARD
ON WESTERN FRONT;

150 FOE

DIVISIONS

Stupendous Concentration of German Troops
From the North Sea to the Oise Is
Reported From Paris.

Paris, May 16.—There are

six Germans to the yard on the

greater part of the Franco-Belgian front from the North Sea to
the Oise, according to the Gaulois, which bases the statement on
the information it reports having reached the general staff that
150 German divisions are situated in this area.

Men of these divisions, it is

stated, are.in the region between

Nieuport and Ypres. Forty divisions are between Ypres and La
Bassee Canal and 100 divisions from Ira Bassee Canal to the Oise.
On this basis it is estimated, says the newspaper, that the German
strength from Ypres to the Oise is some six men to the yard,
except on the northern part of the front, above Ypres, wherg the
estimate is a third of that number.

BORDEN FAVORS
DIVORCE COURTS
FOR PROVINCES

Glad That Right Has Been
~ Asserted in Western
Canada.

PATRIOTIC FUND BILL

Makes Clear That Soldiers’
Relatives in Canada Shall
Benefit,

Ottawa, May 18.—A bill from the Sen-
ate to amend the Canadlan patriotic
fund act was introduced In the House
this morning by the minister of justice.
*The bill makes clear that the fund is en-
titled to distribute among relatives resi-
dent in Canada of soldiers forming part
of Canadian and the allled forces.

The House went into committee
private bills.

Divorce Bills.

Hon. Rodolphe Lemieux drew the at-
tention of the Government to the un-
usual number of divorce bills before the
House. He asked if the premler had
noticed a recent judgment rendered by
the supreme court in Manitoba, in which
it was decided that the courts in that
province had the right to grant divorces.
He understood the Province of Sask-
atchewan made the same claim.

Sir Robert Borden stated he knew
nothing of the decision referred to, save
what had appeared in the public press.
The three maritime provinces had exer-
cised the right of granting divorces in
the past, and this right had never been
questioned. In } opinion it was very
desirable that divorce cases should be
referred to the courts and dealt with in
e judicial way

The Right To Grant,
He was glad that the right to grant

on

divNces had been asserted in the west- |

ern provinces. The present system was
highly unsatisfactory. . It might be a
good idea to if the right to grant
divorces could not be t
courts or, at any rate, to a judicial com-
mittee The Senate might ratify - the
divorce after receiving the report of this
commit !

Sir Wilfrid Laurier sald that the right
of the provinces to grant divorces was a
constitutio
be decided
thorities.

Vv province ¢
eration had the
courts. It was jue.
‘tion of the constitution,
it was decided the better.

The Yukon Report.

Consideration of the report from the
committee on privileg and elections on
the Yukon election L in which Mr.
Congdon, Opposition candidate, defeated
by the soldiers’ vote, seeks to have that
vote thrown out, was taken up. The
report recommends a reference either to
the supreme court of Canada, or to two
Judges of the supreme court of Ontario.

Mr. Tweedie of Calgary moved that
the report be referred back to the priv-
fleges and elections committee for fur-
ther consideration, remarking that the
report implied that two judges of the
Ontario supreme court were equal to the
whole supi2me court of Canada, and
that there was no justification for re-
moving the case from the jurisdiction
of the Yukon supreme court. E. B.
Devlin and D. D. MacKenzie favored the
reference of the case to the courts.

AMERICAN AVIATORS
ARE REGULAR PATROL

Washington, May 18.—Reference in
the American communique to the sue-
cess of American fllers was the first
official intimation received here that
American squadrons are patrolling sec-
tors held by Gen. Pershing or by his
troops Jjointly with the British and
French. It is taken as evidence of the
completion of at least part of the avi-
ation program.
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MADE A BRIGADIER.

Regina, Sask., May 16.—Word has
been received locally that Col. A. Ross,
D.8.0.,, has been promoted to be
brigadier-general, and given command
of the Sixth Brigade, in succession to
Ketchin. Major Alfred
Stiles has been promoted to the rank

ijeutenant~colonely

transferred to the |

question which could only |

e confed- |

GERMANY GATHERS
SHIPS AT KIEL

London, May 16.—The entire
German Baltic fleet, except a few
light cruisers, was recalled last
week to Kiel, where important
naval forces now are belng con-
centrated, says a dispatch from
Hamburg recz2lved In Geneva and
transmitted by the correspondent
of the Daily Express,

THE WAR SITUATION

| Local fighting has died down again In

Flanders and Picardy and only the
guns are busy. The artillery fire con-
| tinues strong all along these fronts, as
| well as on the Arras front, and s most
| violent north of Kemmel and north and
| south of the Somme from Albert to the
Avre. These sectors have been the
scenes of all the recent fighting, and
they probably will see the strongest
enemy efforts whenever the Germans
belleve the time is opportune to strike
anew. In Flanders the Germans have
1been disappointed In their attempts to
galn HIll 44, as the French not only
drove them from the high ground but
also penetrated the enemy positions.
The Picardy Campaign.

in Plcardy the Germans have not re-
newed thelr counter-attacks to drive the
French from the wooded terraln cap-
tured near Hallles. German and French
artillery fire continues heavy north of

the Avre. The enemy bombardment of
the French lines here has been most in-
tense for the past two weeks, but the
Germans have attempted no attacks to
react against successful French local
galins.

The Germans put down a heavy bdar-
rage on the American llnes northwest
of Toul Wednesday, but no Infantry at-
tack resulted. In aerial fighting In this
sector two American aviators have ac-
counted for three German machines. In-
creaged artlllery actlivity Is noted on the
Lorralne sector.

As on the western front the Iull in
Northern italy remains unbroken, but
{ with expectations that, as In France,
heavy fighting wlll break out soon. Ob-
servers In London believe the heralded
Austrian blow will be against the ital-
fan lines from the Stelvio Pass to Monte
Grappa, just east of the Brenta, in the
hope of breaking through the Italian de-
fence and reaching Brescia and Milan.
Rome reports lively artillery and patrol
engagements along the mountain front,
and the dispersal of enemy troops at two
points there by Italian batteries.

Falled To Reach Paris.

An attempt by enemy alrcraft to rald

| Parls Wednesday night was frustrated
:by aerial and artillery defences of the
| clty. The Germans, however, dropped a
| number of bombs on the more distant
suburbs of the French capital. Aerial
actlvity on the battle lines continues at
high plitch with French and British air-
men dropping many bombs on rallway
stations and concentration centres be-
hind the German lines,

Germany’s ambitions as regards Aus-
trla-Hungary’s place In the Mitteleuropa

plan, German newspapers Indicate, were

| realized In the convention agreed upon
by the two emperors at their meeting.
The agreement, which Is not yet signed,
calls for an alllance for 25 years, with
closer economic relations and more
severe military obligations. Vienna Is re-
ported to look with apprehension on the
probablility that the Austro-Hungarian
army wiil be Prussianized, and bej}ieves
| such a step more important than any
other feature of the alliance.

N. S. FOREST FIRE.
Windsor, N. S., May 16.—A forest fire
| is raging on the Midland Railway, be-
tween West Gore and Clarkesville.
Fifty soldlers from the depot here have
gone to help save West Gore, a pros-
perous village surrounding the Anti-
mony Mine. A black fox farm has been
destroyed.

FIVE MORE R. F. C. MEN.—Five
more members of the 1st Depot Bat-
talion, W. O. R., have been discharged
to re-enlist in the Royal Air Force.
They are Ptes. Terence A. Behannon,
Robert B. Skinner, Harold W. Sproule,
Benjamin Y. Scott and Frederick G.
Galbraith,
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BY ITALIANS
BAGS GREAT
FOE WARSHIP
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20,000-Ton Battieship Is Tor-
pedoed in Pola Harbor.

Rome, May 16.—An Austrian battle-
ship was torpedoed by Italian naval
forces in Pola harbor early Tuesday
morning It was officially announced to-
day. The battleship was of the Viribus
Unitis type (20,000-ton vessels).

The Italian force worked its way into
the Austrian naval base by dodging the
patrol boats and searchlights of the
defenders.

While the naval operation was pro-
gressing an Itallan seaplane force en-
gaged Austrian battleplanes above Pola.
Two of the Austrians were brought
down and several others were compciled
to descend out of control. The Italian
machines all returned safely.

There are four Austrian battleships
of the Viribus Unitis class which com-
prised the largest and most modern
fighting vessels completed for the Aus-
trian navy up to the time the European
war broke out. The other ships of the
class are the Tegetthof, the Prinz Eugen
and the Szent Isthuan. The namesnip
was complete in October, 1912, and the
others at intervals between then and the
beginning of the war, with the exception
of the Szent Isthuan, which was not
finished until 1915,

Each battleship of the class displace
20,000 tons, is 525 feet long over all, 89
feet beam and 28 feet draught. Their
armament comprises twelve 12-inch and
twelve 6.9-inch guns in the main bat-
tery, with eighteen 1l-pounders and
various smaller guns, and from two to
six torpedo tubes. The complement
of the battleships ranges from 962 to
988 men. All are heavily armored and
are classed as Dreadnoughts. The Vir-
ibus Unitus developed a speed of 20.9
knots on her trial trip.

DIES WITHOUT ANY
WARNING WHILE AT
DIOGESEAN MEETING

Prominent Church and 1. 0.
D. E. Worker Passes.

SECOND TRAGIC DEATH

Mrs. John Callard, Who Died |

in Cronyn Hall, Lost Hus-
band at Port Stanley.

While attending a meeting of the
executive committes -of the Huron
Diocesan Branch of the W. A. {in Cronyn
Hall this morning, Mrs. John Callard
died without a moment’'s warning of
organic heart failure. Thinking she had
fainted, a call was sent for Dr. James
‘Wilson who, arriving within a few min-
utes, found that life was extinct.

Mrs. G. B. Sage, president of the W.
A. Diocesan Branch, and Mrs. Williains,
wife of Bishop Williams broke the news
to the members of the family who are
at home, Miss Annie Callard and Harold
Callard.

The sudden death of Mrs. Callard not
only has proved a great shock to her
family and the members of the execu-
tive committee by whom she was sur-
rounded, but also to the members of the
Imperial Order of Daughters of the Em-
pire and the many other citizens to
whom she was well known.

Several years ago her husband, Dr.
Callard, lost his life by drowning at
Port Stanley, walking over the side
of the pler into Kettle Cr2ek in the
dark. He had gone out for a walk
alone, after having supper, and intend-
ed to spend the night with friends.
Becoming ularraed at his non-return, a
search was made, and it was
days before his body was found and
revealed the manner in which he had
lost his life.

The strain of the days during which
his fate was unknown, proved very
great on Mrs. (allard who was subject
to heart trouble.

An active worker in the W, A, and
deeply interested in all church and
charitable work, probably no member
of the Imperial Order of the Daughters
of the Empire in this city was more
valued or would be more greatly missed
than Mrs. Callard. One of the first
women to identify herself with the or-
der when it was organized in this city
at the time of the South African war,
she was made regent of the Trafalgar
Chapter, into which the old Maple Leaf
Club evolved, and has held the office
ever since. Her services were untiring
in connection with the packing of I.
0. D. E. soldiers’ comforts for over-
seas.

She {s survived by two daughters and
four sons—Miss Gussie, a nurse in New
York; Annie and Harold at home; Dr.
Charles, who is with the A. M. C. on
overseas service; Fred in the Southern
States, and Reginald in the westy

some |

THE NEW CHUM

Aavertiser lllustrations
Uncle Sam.—“Tommy,

make room

for your uncle!”
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Officers Declare They Will Be

6ta 10
J.
in City Clerk’s Hands in Time

To Be Dealt With at Monday’s Council Meeting—Will
Call Firemen To Back {2 Complaints, They Say.

Charges In  connection with the

troubles in the L.ondon flre department
are already in course of preparation by
the trades and labor council. They
will be formulated and in
of the city clerk
sented to the city council
meets on Monday night next.

Officials of the trades council
they are not displeased with the

when

ac-

1 it filed the council
ing an investigation.
These labor leaders state that they
thought that the committee might grant
an investigation and name a time to
start the probe. They would then have
had their charges ready and would have
been prepared to back them, they say.
Haowever, there will be a little more de-
lay occasioned now. They also thought
it would be better that they delay lay-

resolution request-

tion of No. 1 committee last night, when |

!

it | questions

say |

ing charges until the report of the fire
underwriter's inspector had been re-
celved. They will not wait for this
now.

As to the nature of the charges which

the hands | will be formulated, the trades and labor |
in time to be pre-|

officers state that they will deal with
of efficiency and discipline
in the department. They intimated that
certain members of the department
would be called to give evidence to sub-
stantiate them.

Chief John Aitken says that he hopes
the situation will come to a head. He
reiterated his statement that he had

nothing to fear from an investigation. (ever,’” sald Sir Tho

Whether or not the council will grant
the investigation will undoubtedly de-
pend on the nature of the charges.
Members of the trades council
that the matters of which they have
to complain are serious enough for the
council to grant the request.

NO GHANGE IN

Law Says None Made and
That There Are None in
Contemplation.

London, May 16.—Reports that were
in circulation, to the effect that a
change was imminent in the higher
command of the British army in Francs,
were denial in the House of Commons
today by Chancellor Bonar Law.

Replying to a question, Mr. Bonar
Law said no change in the higher com-
mand had taken place, nor was any in
contemplation.

(GOVT, CANNOT WIND

|

- UPBY WEEK'S END;
MAY GLOSE MAY 24

Too Much Business To Permit
Prorogation Saturday.

Ottawa, May 16.—While the Govern-
ment’s official program still makes pro-
vision for prorogation on Saturday of
this week, there is no expectation on
| the part of the ministers and the House
members that it will be possible to wind
up the business of the session within
the next three days. It is regarded as
practically certain that the final cere-
monies will take place not later than
Thursday, May 22, and they may occur
,:m early as Tuesday, May 21, but this is
! not likely. There is still considerable
business to be disposed of, and the sup-
plementary estimates have yet to be
tabled by Hon. A. K. MacLean. A con-
siderable proportion of the members will
leave for their homes at the end of the
week, but the majority propose to re-
main until prorogation day.

The idea that the House should ad-
journ until August has been abandoned,
it is officially stated.

SIR THOMAS COMING BACK.
Ottawa, May 12.—Having concluded
his work at Washington, for the pres-
ent, Sir Thomas White left New York
this evening for Toronto. It is under-
stood that the minister expects to be in
Ottawa early next week.

BOY INSTANTLY KILLED.

Windsor, N. 8., May 16.—Stewart
Goudge, aged 20, son of Postmaster
Goudge, and grandson of Hon. M. H.
council, with some others of the same
age, was practising at he rifle range
this morning when the acclidental dis-
| charge of a rifie killed him instantiy,

HiGH COMMAND

iArtillery Active Last Night in

BIG GUNS ONLY
BUSY IN WEST

the Valleys of Somme
and Ancre.

London, May 16.—The artlllery was
active last night in the valleys of the
Somme and Ancre rivers, east of Arras
and on the Flanders battleflelds, the
war office reports.

THE FRENCH REPORT.
Paris, May 16.—Artillery actions oc-
curred last night on the French front
southeast of Amiens, in the Hailles-
Castel sector, says today’'s war office
announcement. West of Montdidier, a
German raiding detachment was driven
off. The French took prisoners in patrol

operations north of the Allette.

BRITISH LABOR WILL
TRUST WILSON TO GET
A DEMOCRATIC PEACE

London, May 16.—British labor will
trust President Wilson to secure a dem-
ocratic peace and will aid American
labor in backing him up, declared Ar-
thur Henderson, leader of the Labor
party, at a meeting of the Manchester-
Salford Trades Council last night. Three

members of the American labor delega-
tion accompanied Mr. Henderson to the
meeting.

“If there is anybody,”” Mr. Henderson
sald, “in whose hands we would trust
our destinies when a proper peace is to
be secured, it is in those of the president
of the United States. When the time
comes, I believe there will be no strong-
er force behind President Wilson than
American labor, seconded by British
labor, determined to keep representa-
tives at the table until we have secured
a clean, honorable and democratic
peace based on the will of the people.”

SMALLPOX AT HALIFAX.

Halifax, N, S., May 16.—The city
health board yesterday decided to order
a general vaccination dn the city. This,
health officiais say, is purely a precau-
tionary measure. The smallpox epi-
demic appears to be well under control.
There are now 42 cases as compared
with 72 some weeks ago.

SCHOONER WRECKED.

Quebec, May 16.—The schooner La
Juliette (Capt. Boivin) was wrecked off
Cape Chat yesterday morning, and it
was reported that the schooner San
Lucas was adrift with a broken mast
and in distress off Matane, Assistance
has been menty :
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BRITAIN READY TO CONSIDER
ANY SERIOUS PEACE OFFER
BUT FOE'S ARE ALL FALSE

L
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Finance Minister Declares
Thus Only Can Trade Bal-
ance Be Restored.

Toronto, May 16.—''As a people we
are consuming too much, not only of

luxuries, but of many other classes of
goods. We are spending too freely for
ornaments, musical instruments,
other means of amusement
ure. All this counts
trade balance with tne
and places our dollar
If the rate of exchange
ada and the United States
kept normal, that
dollar is to be quotad
nationally, much gre¢ econcmy
the part of all of us is necessary.”
Warning From White.

This is the warning given to all
Canada today by her finance minister,
Sir Thomas White, who arrived
today fresh from his conferences
Washington and New York. where he
talked in terms of hundreds of millions
of dollars, with Lord Reading, Britis

and

at a discount.

8 1O
13,

at

par,

ambassador, and the financial heads of |

the United States Government and

others who control the money markets |
Sir Thomas seems

of the continent.
to be quite fit again af ten wee
absence in the United States,
wheh he became profoundly i
with the spirit of entl i
confidence, conne

after
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durin

with
shown by
people of the republic, all the
from New York to California
Must Economize.
“1f Canada practices economy,
‘““the prospects
; *There will,”
i, be ample out-
enable us to
accounts and
reasonable
the

in 1
the

would be satisfactor
e said, “I feel ass
side money

balance our in national
keep our exchange within
bounds, if only we will exercise
strictest economy, which is der
by war time conditions.”

The finance minister sald that
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U.S. PREPARES TO |

SEND FIVE MILLION

London May 16.—American
preparations on the western front
are amazing in their immensity
and plans are being made to care
for five million A rican troops,
Harry E 3rittain, cretary of
the English branch of the Pil-
grims’ Club, told the Royal Colon-
ial Institute last night. If the
Germans do not give in, he add
ed, the number of American
troops will be increased to any
amount necessary.

Sir Charles P. Lucas, former
head of the Dominion’s depart-
ment at the colonial office, said
he wondered if the Germans real-
ized what the entry of America
into the war meant. It meant, he
said v the accession to the

; v millions of

he addition of

it also the com-

one amongst

peoples of the world

seen and carried

an unmistakeable

ears’ war.

states,

the
had
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VETERANS WANT ALIENS’
LAND CONFISCATED AND

Winnipeg, Man., May 16.—With

Sir Thomas
Capital
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AGAINST ITALY

New German Domination
Means Greater Effort by
Austrian Forces.

to- |
immediately resume his |

(PRUSSIANIZE THE ARMY

:!Vienna, Anxiously Awaits De- |
SOLD FOR WAR ENDS |

tails of Alliance Arranged
Between Central Powers.

selection of Montreal as the next meet- |

ing place of their convention, the dele-
veterans |
gath- |
of |

gates to the army and
convention finished their annual
ering yesterday. Among the last
the resolutions passed was one to con-
fiscate land held by aliens within

navy

tion for the benefit of war pu

R. C. Irving of Winnipeg w
Dominion secretary; Rev. Dr. D. B. Sol
cock, Winnipeg, was appointed chapiain
and Ed. Low treasurer.

Sergt.-Major Smithson, Ottawa,
appointed as Ontario representative
the executive.

Following a hotly contested flght at
the morning session Winnipeg beat out
Ottawa in the race to secure
minfon headquarters of the Army
Navy Veterans' Association of Ca
The voting went in favor of t}
ern city by 61 to 58, whereupon the
eastern delegates who had voted for
Ottawa made the selection unanimous.

THE WEATHER

LOCAL TEMPERATURES.

Following were the highest and lowest
temperatures recorded in London during

rposes.

was

and

the 24 hours previous to 8 o'clock last |

night: Highest, 72; lowest, 38.

The official temperatures for the 12
hours previous to 8 a.m. today were:
Highest, 64; lowest, 43.

TOMORROW—FAIR AND WARM,

Toronto, May 15—8 a.m.
Forecasts.

Today—Moderate southeast to
winds, fine, with higher temperature.

Friday—Moderate to fresh southerly
winds, fair and warm.

Temperatures.

The following were the highest and
lowest temperatures for the 24 hours
previous to 8 a.m. today:

Stations. High. Low.
Yictoria ' .........56

..70

Weather
‘loudy

Parry Sound .....:
Port Stanley ....62
Toronto 56
Ottawa
Montreal .. ai
Quebec .......... 44 Cloudy
Weather Not:s.
Showers are now occurring in many
portions of the western provinces. They
have also been experienced in the Lake
Superior district. The steady cold which
has been so persistent over Hudson Bay

Ais now moderating,
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;smssﬁ'romcrz SEIZE
BOMBS ENEMY INTENDED

FOR ITALIAN CAMPAIGN |

{ had

Washington, May 16.—Revolutionary
| documents and bombs and flrearms of
| German origin, designed for distribu-
It‘?fm in Italy have been seized recently
"hy the Zurich police, says an official
[dispatoh today to the Italian embassy.
| The munitions were found In chests
consigned to Gino Andreis, editor of the
anarchist newspaper Machieu, who has
been under arrest, charged with espion-
age in Switzerland since last November.
| The report said also that Andrei's bro-
ther and three others suspected of im-
plication in the plot escaped to Germany.

STEAMER DOCKS WITH
MEN FROM THE FRONT

A Canadian Atlantic Port, May 16.—
A steamer bringing 645 members of the
Canadian expeditionary force, 40 officers
and 605 N. C. O.’s and men arrived here
this morningg N
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? —
Pacifists Launch Debate In the

British House Cver Sixtus
Letter to France—Balfour
Declares Nothing Kept Back
From President Wilson,

London, May 16.—Foreign Secretary
Balfour was asked In the House of Com.
mons today whether Prince S8ixtus of
Bourbon, to whom Emperor Charies of
Austria addressed the letters last yeae
in which peace was offered to France,
pald two visits to England in connectios

with the peace proposals and whetheap

he was In communication on this sube.
The question

Liberal member of the House of Com-
mons for Hanley. Mr. Balfour replied
that the subject was not one which
could be dealt with by question and ane
swer.

The whole topic of Emperor Charles
proposal was discussed today in the
lative of the paci-
and advocates of peace by n«
tiation

How It Started.
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| OTTAWA PUPILS WILL BE

FARMERS THIS SUMMER
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