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Report on the trade, commerce, and resources of the British North Ameri-can colonies, made m pursuance of instructions from the Hon. Thomis

t7JJ\fTt"\r'^t ^^'"'"'f^' *^ ^' ^' ^^'^^^'^^^ U-^^^^ '^'"^

'

consul, kit. John, New Brunswick.

St. Johx, New Buunswick, December 10, 1850.

tinn'nf il!?^
''^'^ the honor, on several occasions, of calling the atten-tion of the governuient to the extent and importance of the Trade of theBritish JNorth American colo.iies, and have endeavored to show the expe!

dons J^f^'fhftTl'
i'^'"''' "''''"''' '"' ^^"^^ ^^^^"^^ the most valuable por-lions ot that trade to our citizens.

'

rocTfeTf?'
"'f''™''^''y n^adeby the Canadian government for recip-rocal fi^e trade to a certain extent, the recent changes in the navigationaws of Great Britain, and the movements in the Iniperial Parliamenr el"

von'whl
'' '''^'/ together with your instructions directing me toTrn Lyoi with some facts m relation to the British North Ainerican colonialtrade and commerce, have induced me to present this question on^e morehe consideration of the Department of the Treasury a some lengthn the hope that the information now presented may be useful t^the coun'try, and therefore satisfactory to the government

In entering upon the consideration of this matter, it must, in the firstplace be understood clearly that the intercourse between the United Statesand Great Britain, and that between the United States and the BrSNorth American colonies, have been conducted under regulations differing

7.\^:it^'\T'
character and operations; and in orSer to underSthe ex sting differences, It wiil be necessary to state the provisions of the

oZfToT'rTTu'' ^'^''^"^'^ enactments, proclamations, andorders in council
,
which have at various periods been made by tl respect-ive nations to regulate their commercial intercourse

^ ^

snil tn
^^^^^'^^"''^'''^^

h*^l«'-y
«* tl^e British North American colonies may besaid to commence with the peace of 1783. I will therefore proceed to

mr,?rr" rT'\"''* v!^'"°^
"^ '°"^'^^1J^ ^« P«^^«'ble, the various pubicmeasures which have been from time to time adopted either to facilitate

un^SrSs!^' '' ^'' '' ^"'^'^^^^^"' '^ «PP-^^^' ^- - ""J-t or

The independence of the United Scates, which was formally acknowl-edged by the treaty of peace on the 30th November. 1782, stiU left GrlatBmain in possession of certain colonies at the northern extremity of Amer

,,; in ir
^"''''' ''''"^' ^" '^' ^'''' '»d'^«5 and it immediately became

;lpnTh n^?!;'«
'"" "P"7 '^'^^' ^°°t"^g '^'^ commercial intercourse be-tween the United States and those colonies should be established.

Immiidiately after t^ie conclusion of the preliminary articles of peace

duced fmo ti;. H ' ^^'^n
"' ''^'" Chancellor of the Exchequer, fntro

o^tTn^^nnV ?.
' of Commons (March, 1783) a bill for the' regulationof rale and intercourse between the people of Great Britain and ofthe Uni-

tf/n fir /' T f 'i

'''^ " ^''".1 ^''°P^''^' '^°"^^^ '^^v^ l^^i^l ^ broad founda-
tion for a perpetual peace and harmony between the two countries


