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the absorption of tlic watin- and ivHiiltin<r, early in Mmv, when tlic day IhmIs \m\
thus l)(>conic thoroufjlily .saturated, in llie landslip which has heen described.

I'kotkction iKOM himii.au Disamtkrs

The only way in whicrli the reenrrence of sueli slips in regions of country of the
same character and under similar exceptional conditions of precipitation can be
(.'iiarded against ai)pcars to he the i>rovisioM of effective surface drainage, such as
to carry off the excess of water before 11k> ratlier slow iirocess of absorjjtion by the
siubjacent clays can take place.

ISl.MII,AU OrCl'Klil'.NCKS IN THIO S\MK KkgIOX

In a i)aper entitled " L'Ebouiis do Saint Alhan," '• Monseigneur [.atlanune has
given an e.xcellent account of a landslip tliat occurred on A])ril 27, bS94, on the
Sainte Anne river, (hstant about 7 miles only from that above described ami af-

fecting similar deposits of the saint, plain, altiiough at Saint Alban a laru'e part of
the sli<le consisted of the Saxicava san<ls, there developed in great thickness above
the Leda clav.

The landslip at Saint Alban was also umch larger than that on the Blanche, an
area more than ;{ miles in length along the river and about 7,700 feet in greatest
width having moved bodily down into the valley. Fivi> or six larm-houses were
destroyed or swallowed up, four lives were lost, and the entire mass of the slide is

estimated at from ()00,0l)0,()()0 to 700, 000,000 cubic feet.

The landslip at Saint Alhan was also different in its cause and character. The
river was first dammed by a comparatively small slide, and when tlie water thus
held l>ack eventually broke through, its undermining action on the high banks
of the valley was such as to precipitate the collapse of the nnich greater area above
noted, t

A brief description of a landslip almost identical in ciiaracter with that of the
Blanche and allectiug a similarly situated part of the same Saint Lawrence plain
has, however, i)reviously been given by Sir William Logan in a pai)er read before
the (ieological Society of London in IS42.
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This landslip occurred on the Maskinongc river, about oO miles to the southwest
of the Ulviere Blanche, on April 4, 1S40, and waa examined by Logan in the follow-

ing autumn. Like that on the Hlauche, its outlet through the l)ank of the valley

was narrow, ami its greatest width, about (iOO yards, occurred at some distiince

hack from this bank. The length of the collapsed area was l,;!00 yards, and its

area about .S4 acres. tht> depth of the depression being about ;!0 feet. The nearly

licpiid clay flowed both up and down the valley of the Maskinonge for a distance

of about three-cpiartersof a mile in each direction, hearing with it large blocks and
masses of unbroken clay. The whole movement was effected in about 15 hours,

tlie first nui.ss of clay detacheil being al)out 2t)0 yards in width by 700 in length.

Tniiisiii'tions Royal Soniiity of Ciiniiilii, vol. xii, piirt iv, 18'Jt, p. ti:i.

fsiiir-c till' present piipcr wii.s rcml u .short iiutis liy tlic siinie tuKlioi' on tlie HIiuielie liinilslip liiis

lii'eii piililislieil in the IJeiicii't of the Coinniissloner of Coloniziilion iind Mines of (/iieliei. fm- l.siis,

p. l:U.

{ I'roreeili.ii^s of llie (ieoliv^tiiMl •ioi'jety of l.oii'loii, vol. iii, p. 7Ci7
; iilso liife of Sir \Villi;im

I.OKiin, p. !!.").


