
a compnrUon with the ndtnlnlstration of

bou. Kootlonien oppontte ; I am not going to

defond niyxelf, or the action of my colleagues
In endorHlug wlint I have done, by argu-
f>ent8 basod upon rocTlmtnatlon. It 1h per-

fectly true thnt If two vices mode a virtue, It

would be very easy to do It ; It Ih perfectly
true that the hoii. gentleman who made
tbl8 attack upon the Ooverninent sat nn a
collcngue of a Minister who waH proven
to have received large bribes ; It Is piMfectly
true that It has been proven that a large
Kuui of public money was stolen or lost imder
ihe eyes of one of his colli'iigues, an ex-

Minister of Railways ; It Is perfectly true.

Sir, that H^onduls, gross scandals, disgraced
the administration of the western country ;

that as peaceable a population as over lived
In Canada, upon the banks of the Saskatcbe-
wan. were driven Into rebellion by the nial-

administration of hon. gentlemen opimslte.
That rebellion cost millions of dollars to put
down-; 11 cost valuable lives to put down ;

and, Sir, It Is true, aitd hon. gentlemen can-
not deny It, that the ofllcers that were sent
up there looted and stole from the penple
whom they were sent up there to protect.
It is j)erfectly true that the settlement policy,
the general administration of that western
country wliere I have lived for the last 20
years, was described, not by a Reform paper.
not by a Liberal paper, but by thr leading
journal of the Conservative par^y in the
city of Winnipeg, the Winnipeg " Times "—
was ilcscrlbod in a moment of desperation
at the actions of the hon. gentlemen opjio-
frite. as erass and Incomprehensible from
boiginnlng to end ; and It was stated in that
paper, not a Liberal paper, but an organ
of tlie hon gentlemen, that as a result of
their maladministration the trails from Ma-
n'toba to Dakota were beaten bare and
brown wit'i the wagon wheels of departing
settlers. Sir, that is not my language. It Is

the language of the hon. gtmtlemen's orgaa
which declared that by their maladministra-
tion they hnd driven from the North-west—
that great country- the magnificent tide of
inimignitlon which was flowing Into it at
;hat time, and which only needed to have
been fostered and eared for to have tilled

up those western prairies. And that emi-
gration never returned, or at least has
only begun in a small degree to return
since this Government attained to power.
Sir, I do not mention lhe.se things for the
purpose of Justifying anything that I have
done, or anything that my colleagues liave
don(;. If we could only ju.stify our admin-
istration by a comparison with hon. gentle-
men opposite, for my part I would be pre-
pared to resign, and I do not think my
right hon. friend the leader of the Govern-
ment would care to remain In offlce If his
Ministers had to defend themselves by com-
paring their records with those of hon. gen-
tlemen opposite. Now, Sir. I am going to
give you as well as I can—and I must apolo-
gize for being nocessarlly somewhat tedi-
ous—the facts relating to the administration

of th'> Yukon district so far aa I am able to

place thcni before Tarliament. I am not
going to claim that this Government Is per-

fect, or that I am perfect. I am not going
to ciiiim that I did not forget anything ; that
every letter was (L'spatched Just at the mo-
ment it would hav«' been well to have des-
patclicd It ; that 1 thought of everything that
was going to happen and provided against
It ; tliat I had the (]uality of omniscience,
or I lie ability to see far over the Rocky
Mountains from here to Dawson City, to
probe the hearts of the men who were sit-

ting in otlices there, and lo see, not only
what they were doing, but to see their mo-
tives and what they were thinking about. I

am not going even to say that we did not
possll)ly forget some things that might have
been provided for—that may be true. But
I ai:i going to say that we have exercised
care, forethought, diligence, promptness 'and
clrciiiuspectlon fmni beginning to end. In

every possible respect. This clatemeut I

inaivc to the members of this House, and
when I Bit down they will be able to judge
whether I have proved my case or not.

Sir, to begin at the beginning. In Decem-
ber, 1890, I took offlce. I did not get settled
to work In my department, practically, until

'he oi)enIng days of 1807. Early In that
year, my attention was called to the neces-
sities of the Yukon district. The YuIjou
was an unknown land at that time, nobody
knew anything about It—nobody at least,

except, perhaps, Mr. Ogilvle and the officers

of the Government who were there.
N^' attention was called—and I want to get
this fairly before the House-to several re-

parts or letters which had come to the Sur-
veyor General from Mr. Ogilvle. They were
not—and I have reasons for calllnj,' the
special attention of the House to this fact—
they were not the reports that were subse-
qu(>utly printed, although the reports that
were subsecpiently printed Included them.
The bulk of the reports, which hon. gentle-
men win remember as having been printed
Just after the session of 1897, were not re-

ceived until the session got fairly on Into
June, to the best of my recollection ; but
before that, some letters which I think
were printed with those reports had been
received. On .'"»th March, 1897, which
Would he a couple of nionths after I liad got
to work In my ottice, the Surveyor General,
Cai)taln Deville. called my atteniion to the
fact that Mr. Ogilvle had made a report, and
Ihe Surveyor General further called my at-
tention to the fact that the Yukon territory
had been neglected and had not received the
attention that ought to have been given to
It. He wrote to me as follows—but, mark
you. Mr. Speaker, there was no information
In the hands of this Government or In the
luuxls of anybody which would Justify the
Idea that there was going to be anything like
an inrush of population. Though the Idea
of people going Into the country was spoken
of, it was only spoken of In the sense of a
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