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the proper development of the country

depends. Alaska must not lie simply

Stripped of its mineral treasiin-; this must

help to enri<'h the settler, and ii'Tord him
opportunities of inoldiiiir the country in

ways that will soonest liriiii: it the joys of

<'ivili/.aiioii.

The soil of the country is rich and its val-

leys are luxuriant evi-ry summer with wav-

ini,' aires of wild hay. I^xperiiiieiits have

deinunsirated that the hardier cereals ami

all manner of vey-etaMes can lie laised with

|irolii. .V L:(>veriinieiii auriculliiral stalion

has 1 II cstalilished at Sitka for experiment,

and its reports have lieeii most encuurairinj;.

Tlie lonu days of smnmer sunshine—when
the sun is lielow the hori/oi) only an hour

nut of the twenlyfoiir—cause vciretatioii

and cereals to develop with ,i;reat rapidity.

It is not II ipiestion of <lays or weeks with

their irrowlh, hut simply a matter of sun-

shine and liuht. The hundreds of islamls

of the .\leutian peninsula will some day

lie dotted with farms and stock -rantres,

while the interior is ciipahle of su,.|)ortin!;

an atllueiit population. There will come
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1 Hi)7, a steam-

er arrived from

the II :-|h with

about a hiiiidied and tifty Klondikers on

board, their ureal buckskin sacks almost

biivstiiii,' with ifold dust ami nui.i'ui'ts. All

had money, and several of them had each

over a liun<li'ed thousand dollars' worth of

the |ticcious yellow siulT. Within twenty-

four hiiiiis the news had sjiread all over the

world, and the riisli to the new Kldorado set

in immeiliately. .Miners came from Kn^^-

laiid, France, (lermany and Spain, while

South .Vfrieii and .Vuslralia irave up their

priispcciors by the thousand. The mininji

le^rions of the Inited States were threatened

with depoimlation. ("hilkoot jiass and
Dvea, the route selected bv the Indians for

AKUiv^i. ur Tin; I'iKST rASSKNc.EK-i kain at Tin; summit ok white pass, fed. 20, 1899.
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