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** and in the sliadow of death .' Luke I. 79. It likewise assists tlicr

*' iiifiuit churches Uitely established, where persecution, oppression, or
'^ want of means, rendered numbers oC Catholics unable to provide
*' i'or the in-iiiitenanco of rolijii(;n, and the education of youth." Ho
was too well Jiwarc of the great good cftected by this society, not to-

|)ass it unnoticed ; for bej^ides the reward which each member would

merit for his charit.hlo donation, he would also be entitled to reap a

henelit from tlie Tndidgerices which the Sovereign Pontiii's grt'iited in

favor of the Associ-ation. The Bishop's address, on this occasion, is

jso replete with fhie sentiments, and of a nature to move tiie hearts of
the people to take interest in- this noble work, that I cannot refrain

from ujaking a lew extracts, by which Ave at this day might profit, as

they furnish matter for useful reflection : ''It would,'' says the pre-

late, " ill bi,'C-)n)e us, as childrenof the same Fatlicr, and mcmbei's of
*• the Church ol' which Jesus Christ is the liead, to remain any longer
'• inactive, withirit uniting our elForts also with them for the udvance-

''jneiit <if an Institution f-o worthy of the zeal and charity of every
^' (Catholic heart. For how can s(» many intidel nations beliovc; in Him
*•' of whom they have not heard '} and iiow shall they hear without a
'• Preacher'/ and how shall they preach u'dess they be sent.—lioM.X. 14.

" What wouM h;:ve become of us mi form(>r times if Preachers had
'•not been sent to impart to ou)' l'orcfithcr« the liglit of the Gospel'^
*' "Would we enjdv all tho benefits of religi<M» whicli we now possess?

*'My Dear IJrctiiren, if we remain insensible to thir s))iritu;d Avants of
*• !«> many nations and kingtl(»ms, wl:o are dtstitnte of the advantages

"of Faith, we deserve not tho name of Christians, and sh.ould they

'•perish eternally, thmugh our avarice and inditference. Cod may rc-

'•(piireat our hands an aceonnt of tie* blood of His Divine Son.
* Secure then iiir yourselves tho advantaiics of this Society ami en-

'• deavcr to merit f rycuu'.si'lves and this Province theel.oicest l»lessing»

'•of Heaven, by ycnir small but united contrihutinns, and fervent

"prayers. ' (-{ive,' says Ji'sns Christ, ' and ii will be given to you
•* again; good measure, and ]ivessed down and shaken together, for

*^' with the same measure Ihat you shall mele withal, it shall be

'measured to y<m again.' Lt'KK yi. ill). Thus, Hretlnen, lis our
*• IJlessed lledeemer assures, that a cup of cold water giveji in tho

" mime of Jesus, will not pass without it»» reward. You shall like-

*• wise bi' er(iwn<'<l with blessing'* pvnpoi tinnable to your zeal and

'•charity Inwards this truly pious Instilutinii.

" When w<' reflect upon the commendations given by our iJlesscd

'•Saviour to the pntu' widow's nlVering. we Would fiiil in our duty to

*^lhe poor, if we did not invite (hem also to a partieipation of tho

'•benefits of (his society; for, although it may not be in their power

**to give the snndl mite preserilied. it is- in their jiower always to pray

'"ll»r its sricoi'ss. Ther»>H)re, dearlv )>elo\ed llrelhren, the knowledge

•yiiur iiiviriabh' aiia(iinu'nt(. \vliii'!i we b.ave (sf your •haiity and Ill

*• to the faith once delivered to the Saints, tills us with conlideiu'e tiuit

• you will not fail to concur with us in u cause so iniiH)rtant to religiou

" and benelieial to yourselves."
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