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for Briuns to have fought Peace, was by endea-

vouring at a Superiority over the Enemy. But
we have fo bilked and bafRed the Defigns of thofe

who were well inclined to our Caufe, fo abufed

thofe who were engaged in jt> fo marred all Things,

that if Heaven doth not do more for us, than we
ourfelves can do againft us, we are irrecoverably

loft. The intereft of the King of Prujfm^ or,

what is more materiaJ, the Light in which he

fees his own* Intereft, tho* fo vifible, fo obvious,

has been fo little underftood, or if underftood,

has been fo little regarded (not I hope upon any
Confiderations which I Ihall immediately mention)

by the Directors of our Affairs, that I will fay a

Word on this Head,tho' touch*d upon before. It

is undeniably our Intereft to raife the Houfe of

Auftria to fuch a Height as to be a Balance to the

Power of France, and that too as independently as

poflible of the other Princes of Germany. But
from thence to imagine that it is the Intereft too of

the Princes of Germany, to fix fuch a Power in the

Houfe of Auftria, is, to reafon for them upon the

Footing of our own Intereft, and not of theirs. It

is the Intereft perhaps of all the Princes in Ger*

many (and I am afraid it is but too well under-

ftooid by moft of tlicmj to deprefs the Houfe of

Auftria, and leflen that Power which many of

them have fenfibly felt, and which is capable of
being exerted on many more Occafions than that of

France, It is more particularly and moft certainly

the Intereft of thofe whofe moft confiderable Ter-

ritories are remote from France For it is the

JProximity of Power, which offends j it is the fame
in high as in common Lif^ j a Perfon, tho* ever

fo opu!ent,at aDiftancegivesnoUneafinefs. A rich

Neignbour is often dreaded. Add to this that th^

King of PruJ/ia is in PoffelTion of the rich Pro-

vince of Sile/ta ; to which his original Title is no
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