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<v AMERICA^ HANDS.
The whole divided, when the Sptnitndt firft came amongfl them, Into fcreral Provinces or King-

doms, as I Hifivty, « JtcMguia, 3 Sa»»»/»««.in the Eaftern parts. ^Ttqmmt,^ BtarMC$stnd6X0rtigUM,

towards the South. 7 Guahalu,and 8 Cabaya^in the Weft : and in the North,? C«t4«,rich in iViVies of

Gold ; 10 MuncM, the I .anding place ofCeluntbm ; and 1 1 fAaguana in tht teftter of the Mandi the

Kine whereoi in the time oiColumbm was named Conaho, of greateft power ofany of
. Iiofepetit

Roytelctfr. Another divition oi it hath been made by Namre,paitin8! it by four Rivers, all riling from

one Mountain in the midft of theldand into four Divilions s the River ^'f*' nmning towards the

North ; a Nubiha hatining to the South ; 3 T«>i«,or Jumta towanis the Faft ; and j Hatibtnico to the

Well. But thefe divilions b^ ing long lince grown out of ufe,we w'"' furvey the chief ofthe Towns and

Cities of it, as they come before us, (.'-

And they are 1 S. D»»»/wg(i,firrt built by Btfri/jc/ow»ir Coltimbm Anno 1484. on the Eaft bank ofthe

Cza)\iJ\ and afterwards ("in the year ijoij removed by Hwholxdi OhanrU, then Governourofthe

Hand tothc oppolite Ihore. Situate in a pleafant Country,amongll wealthy Pallures,and neighboured

v\ ith a (afe and cap-icious Haven : the hoiifes elegantly built, moll ofthem of Hone, and ihc whole

well walled, belide a CalHe at the Well enil of the Peer to defend the Haven : enriched by the rcli-

dence ofthe Govi rnour, the Cottrn of Jullice, the SeeofaniIr<rfci/(b9p (andbelides many Convents

and Rclip.ioiis houfcs) an Hofpital endowed with aocoo Ducats ofycrly Rent. Elleemed of greateft

Trade and concourfeofMcrchants till the taking of Mm/w, and thcDifcovcry ofp*r«; lince that

time fiiilibly dtcaylng ; and now reduced unto the number of600 Families ofspjwardf ; the greacell

part t fthel ity, and all the Suburbs, inhabited by Nfi>ro$, Mutates, andother Strangers. Not yet

recoveied ct the hurt it had by Sir Franen Vra\t, who in the year 1 58<^. took It by force, and held ic

fc r the fp. ce of a moncth, burning the greatell pat t of the houles^and fuHering the rell to be redeemed

at a certain p ice. i Sc Salvador, 28 1 eatucs 10 the Eaft of Domingo. 4 Jagnaiia, calhd alfo SaitCla

l\latu dtlfotto, Irom a (afc and beautiful Haven adjoyning to it ; lltuate in the Weft pit of the I-

land, ofno ercat bignclsjconlifling of no more then 150 hoiilcs.when it was a: the ercattft} but niade

much led by Captaii- Ntvp.rt, who in the year IS9», burnt it to the ground. 4 Cotuy, in the North
ot the llland, cppolite to S. Domingo, from which diftant almoft 60 1 eat-ues : a little Town, but for-

merly of great citcem for its Mmti ofGold, 5 Conctftion dt U Kf/{<i,the foundation oiChiftifbtr Co- -

lumbm \ for whofe fake afterwards adorned with a See EfifcoftU d puirto 4tU fUt^i^o Leagues from
Dotningo on the Northern Ihore ; where built on a commodious Bay by Nichoiat dc Obando before

mentionedjby whom alfo fortiried ; the fecond Town of Wealth and Trade in all the Hand. 7 Azmm^
now called ConipofttBa,i noted Haven,and relbrted to for .Si<g«r;',which it yields abundantly.

This Hand was firft dtfcovered by C»/mmiw(for 1 bclievcnotthatit wasanyofthe/«rij»tfrr J/tfHi/f

which we read of in the life of .SrrKiriw )in the firft voyage which he made: conducted hither by fome
of(he Inhabitants of theIfleofC»i<r. Landing, and gaining the good will ofthe Savages,by gentle 11-

fage,hc obtained leave of one of their Kings or Caciques to build a Fortrefs in hisCotmtry, which he
called tiavidudyOt Naiividad,]eiv'm^ in it 36 Spaniards to keep poffellion : whom he found both ma-
llered & murdered at his coming back. Being now better furnilhed for a new riantation,he built the

Town called Ifabella^m honour of IjabtUu Qi^ieen ofC«y?)ir)nc*r the Mines oiCibar,v. hich afterwards

was defcrted alfo and the Culonie removed unto S. Vonnngo: the Spaniards fending one Colonic after

another.till at lall their number was increafcd unto 14000. belidcs wonien and children. But having
rooted out the Natives by their infinite cr «f/tff»,and exhaufted the riches ofthe Cotmtry with as infi-

nite covetoyJKell, they betook ihemlelves to frefiicr guarttrt, abandoning the Hand to devour the Con-
tinent. Once had the I landers rebelJedjand fortiiied thcmfelvcs in the Province ofBaoruco ; a place Co

naturally llrong, tiiat there was little need ofthe helps of Art. Not brought to leave that faflnefi but
on fuch conditions as made the Spaniards lefs mfolent, and themfelves kisflavei.

5-eVBA.

CUBA lycth en the Weft of HifpanitU^from whicii parted by a Vnth or narrow Channel, inter-

pofcd betwixt the two Capea ol S. Nicho/M,if^' '• that of M<»;«<,Backed on the North with a frle of

llands,calicd the Lxcotof,and lome pat t of the Vtninjula of Vlorida -, extended towards the Kail t<i the

cxtream point or Foreland of jMrntd", ciWeiXCapc de Cotacbt, from which diltant about 5oLeagucs,

and neighboured on the .^outh with the IlJe ot Jamaica.

It is in length from Eall to Well, that is to fay, from Cape Maxit towards Uifpanioh, to the Cape
of5. Anth»ny,ijo Leamics ; in breadth where broadell hardly 4o,but fifteen in other.', lor the fertili-

ty ofthe Ibil contending with Hijpaniola lor the prehcmincnce > but in the temperature of the Aire a
great deal before it. Liberally lloreii with G/».7;f»,C<(]7»j,M<»/tK)L Aloes, Cinamon itidSuf'ar, (not
reckonin g fuch commodities as are common unto this with others; belidcs great plenty of Flelh, and
Filhiand of Fowlno fcarclty. TheG^Wmore drolliein theMine,thcninW«yi><i»/t/j, but the firo/i

moreperfeft. Hilly,and full of lofty Mountains ; but thofe Moimuines clad with divers trees,fome of
which drop the purell R»fin,ind the Hills fending ro the Valleys many notable Rivers. Pellered with
many Tons ofSerpents, not fo much out ofany ill condition of thcSoyl and Air, as by an old Siwer-
flition of the Savages : in former times not futfered to kill them when they might (this being a Dilli

referved for the higher Powenjnot able afterwards to deAroy them when it would have been (uffered.

What other Savage Rites they had, is not now material, the Spaniards having took an Order that

they (hou)d not trouble us in that particular. Yet thus much wc may add in nKnwry of the lirft inhabi*
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