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fioYel spectacle-, and 'although not so grand as Venice, it

resembles that city. The entrance is hy bioad canals, inter-

secting it in all parts. On either side, wooden houses, built
on piles, appear to float upon the water : to these the inhabi-

tants pass in boats, or by narrow bridges only two planks
wide, with posts and rails, forming a causeway to every quar-
ter of the place. As we sailed into the town, we beheld the

>ounger part of its inhabitanta upon the house-tops, sitting

upon the ridges of the sloping r(M)ts, while their dogs were ac-

tually running about and barking in that extraordinary situa-

tion. During our approach, children leaped from the windows

and doors, like so many frogs, into the water, and in an instant

were seen swimming about our boat. Every thing seemed to

announce an amphibious race : not a square inch of dry land

was to be seen : in the midst of a very populous metropolis.,

at least one half of its citizens were in the water, and the other

in the air.'

After viewing this curious and hospitable city, our traveller

embarked for the sea (jf Azof. The Tartars on this sea, he

describes as a most diminutive race, and iriohtful lookinjT

people. Near the fortress of Azof, lie entjuired after the re-

mains of the ancient city of Tanais, but no vestige of its ex-

istence could be discovered. The garrison of this place, he

describes as leading a most solitary and wretched life. Having

sailed across the sea of Azof, he and iiis companions travelled

through Kuban Tartary to the frontier of Cncassia, There

was then a war between the Circassi.T.is and Russians. The

former are tiescribed as a most extraordinary ]K'oj)le. Their

clothes ragged, and their necks and legs qinte ])are. They

are, however, excellent, horsemen and remavkabiy brave.

Dr. Clarke skirted aknig the jron.tier ot Circassia, to the

Chnmerian Bosporus, l^pi^n the elevated land near the Ku-

ban, *and in the midst of the nuhtary stations protecting the

line, observatories of a verv sinuulai- construction are raised,

ibr the purpose of containing a single jjcrson. They resemble

so many eagles' nests. E;'ch of these is placed up;)',, three

upri<''ht t'd) j.ole.s, or trunks of trees. Here a Cossack

sentinel, standing with his fusil. «;oi)tinually M'atches the


