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anchor at about a mile from fhore, faw diftinflly men on horfe-

back, who beckoned to them.

On approaching the coaft there an leared manifeft figns of

fear in the countenances of thofe, w. ' were going on fhore in

the boat, when they perceived at the water fide men of a pro-

digious ftature. The Commodore, animated with the idea of

making a difcovery relative to thefe Patagonians, the queflion of

whofe exiftence had for a long time furnifhed matter of conver-

fation in England, was the firft who leaped on fhore, and was
followed by his officers and feamcn well armed, whom he drew

up in a pofture of defence. The favages, to the number of about

200, immediately ran up to them, looking at them with an air

of the greatefl furprize, and finiling at the difproportion in fize

between the Englifli and themfelves.

The Commodore made figns to them to fit down, which they

complied with ; and he put about their necks collars of enamelled

beads, and ribbands, giving to each of them fome fuch trifling

ornament. Their fize is fo extraordinary, that even fitting they

were almofl as high as the Commodore when he flood upright.

(p. 77-)

Their middle feature feemed to be about eight feet, and the

higheft above nine *. The Englifli did not ufe any meafure to

afcertain this; but we have reafon, fay they, to believe, the ac-

count we give rather falls fliort of, than exceeds, the truth, (p. 78.)

The fize of the women is as furprizing as that of the men, and

the children are in the fame proportions. The women wore

necklaces and bracelets, (p. 79.) Their cloaths were made of the

fkins of Peruvian fheep, which covered their fhoulders, and came

down as far as their knees. The greatefl part of them were on

horfeback, before we landed j but they alighted, and left their

horfes at fome diflance. The horfes have tlie appearance of be-

• The Commodore is faiJ, in the preface to the fame Account, (p. 61.) to be

fix feet high. It mud be remembered, that the Lngiilb foot is near an inch Icfs

than the French Aandard foot.


