
'iccan Tior tlio f^ononil ccnirse of tho coasl^ lino, but to mako
aissiiraiu'i' doiiMv sure, the linssiaiis stipulated fur a liuc;

parallel to the wiudiiiUH of the coast. And it is also to

he renieuihered that the words of important pajx'rs lik(3

international treaties are to he uiulerstood as havinj;' heen

earet'ully seleeted to express the exact nieaninji' of the i)ar-

ties to such a^reeiuents. 'I'he words ocean and coast are

i»<»t svuonvnious, and ay used in the convention hetweeu

Russia .lud (ireat Britain they refer to different objects.

Senator Sumner and the world had a right to snpiM»se that

the most ingenious (juibbler would never bo able to provoke;

discussion as to any (juestion in regard to the correct reading of

this treaty. IJut without a pretext of right on their side, the

('ana<lians juive succeeded in involving <»ur government in a

diplomati(r controversy M'ith Great Britain over this boundary
line. At first the claim was set nj) that the coast line should be

/trawn outside—that is, to the seaward—of the chain of islands

along the coast, and that in place of the line np the Portland

channel, specifically named in tlio treaty, the boundary should

go np Behm canal. By nniking these few changes the Cana-
dians vv'otdd have crowded Uncle Sam entirely off the uuiinland

south and east of Cape Spencer. That idea, I Ixdieve, has been

abandoned, and tbo latest Canadian pretension "which I have

heard announced is that the arm of the sea called Lvnn canal

in fact ])enetrates into ]?ritisli territory; that is, within the

line which follows the summit of the nunmtains, so that, taking

the crest of the nujuntains as being the boundary line, l^ynn

canal is territorial watcsr within tlu! confines of Canadian pos-

sessions. Manifestly this claim is logi(!ally unsound, and it is

jdiysically impossible to sustain it. I say physically impos-

sible, because the s^unmit of the mountains is so high above

tid(; level that the canal cannot fl(tw across a boundary Avhieh

follows the summit; and if the canal divides the mountain

range and penetrates the interior through the numntains, then

it nnist necessarily break the continuity of the boundary line.

TS'o, if the adjacent mountains are not more than ten marine
leagues from the ocean the boundary must follow the summit
around the head of the canal, instead of stretching across from
the crest on one side of Lynn canal to the crest on the opposite

side, be(%anse the treaty says " follow the stimmit ;

" otherwise

the boundary must be laid parallel to the coast line and at a

distance not greater than ten marine leagues from it, which will

])lace it near Lake Heniu'tt, where the Kussians held the line to

be before they sold the cotintry to us.
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