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CLINICAL RESULTS OF LESIONS OF THE
PITUITARY GLAND.

It is well known that the somewhat rare diseases

acronie,!4aly and /,'i,t,'antisni, are generally hut not

([uite invariahly associated witli enlargement of

the pituitary gland, which has usually l>een a simple

o\ergrowth, although later adenoma or fibrosis may
have developed. Whether acromegaly or gigantism

will result apjiears to l)e principally a question of

the age at v hich symptoms commence. If tliey have

their onset before growth ceases, gigantism will

result. The skulls of most of the classical cases of

gigantism, including Patrick O'Byrne. Hunter's

famous giant, and Patrick Cotter, the Bristol giant,

have enorr"')U5 selLe turcica' to accommodate the

enlarged pituitary gland. It is probable that giants

usually suffer from acromegaly as well. Tliere are two

authentic casts preserved m Bristol of Patrick Cotter's

hand, one of which is much larger than the other.

indeed it is colossal, measuring 12 inches from wrist

to tingcrtips, whereas the earlier cast measures only

II inches. His shoes, which are also preserved, are

IS in.ihes h>ng. It is therefore clear that although

he was 7 ft. 10 in. high, his hands and feet were large

out of all proportion, and that the hand ra-^'.dly

increased in size between the taking of the fjrst and
second casts. The lower jaw was enormous, and out

of all relation to the rest of the skull.*

* K. Fa-vcctl, J OUT. Knyal .inihraf:!'

xx\i\. p. 196.
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