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fluence have been so gross, so unconcealed
that the ladependent press of this country
lias lauaclied its vigorous opposition agalnst
If, and thîlnkiag men aI over the country
are condemaing It more and more. Yet
'wbiere Is the clause la this Bill that ap-
plies to that? Thea, Sir, there are no
adequate pealities for certain election
crimes sucli as have been sliowa to exist
thlrougli the action of the courts withia
the last year or two. And, more than that,
tliere is no effective pow-er to carry the
election law int effect, se that tbese crimes
declared to lie crimes by tbe law shah lie
exl)esed and the evil-doers puaisbcd.

I biave said that there are fwo or fhîree
satisfacfory techaical amndments. But
eone chanige thaf is nmade seenis te allow a
nîetliod of legal corruption. The Bil-
m-batever may lie meaîif by if-authorizes
lncorl)orated comphaies for pohitical pur-
poses only te distribute alms wjtlîout lu-
curring tue p)enalties of tue law. There is
a vista ol)eniag before us; there is a pro-
vision of 3vonderful l)ossibilities. We have
ne explatiation of if froi any lion. gentie-

iii w-lie bas spokea on the side 0f the gev-
eritient. We do îîot know wbat if means,
but it seemis te lie a peculiar p)rop)osition
and euie that înay lead te great abuses.
']'lien wehave la this Bill au attack upon
the secrecy of the ballot. After seveîi days'
debate. after the clause liad beeîî attackzed
riglit and left, the first liglit thaf ive are
gb-en umon it is the statemetît made by
tuec Primie Minister that bis Minîster of Jus-
tice did net mnean wbat the clause says;
That is wliat the riglit lion. gentleman's
statenient amouxîts te. And bie says the
Minister of Justice lias been very iînfairly
criticised la thie statement thiat tbis means
.a departure freai ftle secrecy of the ballot.
The section says:

Provided, however, that no balýlot paper
shaI lie rejecited on accouaI of any writings,
number or mark placed thereon by any
deputy returaîng outrer.

That is as wide as if can lie made. It
covers any kind of cembination or series of
conîbinatien. Lt opeas tlie w-ny for the
piir<liase of votes, because it provides a
iiiethod by wbicb the vote can lie ideatifled.
Any deputy returning officer of the calibre
of liuadreds of deputy returaiag officers
ef w-boni we have had experleace ia tlis
couatry coald, nder tbat plenary power,
make it possible for the party that lie stands
la wifhi-aad lie is a partisan appointee--
te make their negotiations upon the basis
of absolute certalaty aad te have tlie bal-
lots nîarked so that they an lie nbsolutely
ldentified and thaI payment can lie ar-
ranged for with absohute certaiaty that It
caunb li nowa whetlier the goods are or
are aot delivered. The very fact Ibat fuis
Provision is la tbe Bill w'ill raise fear lu
the mmid of every depeadent, of every poor
man who would rather coaceal the way ln
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whicli lie votes, the mlan wbo labours for
a corporation or for a master wlio would
try 'to influence his vote-tlîat there is no
use, that it is impossible for hlmi to escape,
tinat bis ballot will be identified and the
way ln which hie votes will become knowîî.
Tijat is the flrst tbing. But tbe second
thilig is what I have spoken of, that it
opens an organized, trustwortliy and certain
metliod of clinchiag the wronigful negotia-
tioas tfiait take place for tHe purchase aad
sale of votes.

My right lion. friend says tbat the ini-
ister bas been unduly criticised. Wliat cri-
ticîsmi could fliere be ? The minister lia-
self neyer opeaed his moutli upon it, lie did
net explaia it, bis explanation is in the
clause and thie clause, I have read. Wbat
vve suppose is that tHe clause means wbat
it says, and if it mens wliat it says It cer-
tainly is open to criticismn of the niost string-
eut and velieet kiîîd. Tbe Bill does
soiiietlinig ci'se, it provides for a partisan
division of electors la divided pelling subi-
dlivisionis. Th'at reniark is absolutely true
as far as the Bill gees. as far as the argu-
mnents to support tbe Bill up f0 tis date go,
because every gentleman wbo lias spoken
on tbat side lias gene upon the Bill and lias
lapproved of tbe Bill, the w-lole Bill and
nothing but the Bill. To-day aîy riglit lion.
friend says that lie will delete partisansbip
eîîtirely fromn the redistribution of voters
and will have the redistribution coaducted
entirely lîy county court judges. Tbat is not
the Bill, but wliy did the riglit lion, gen-
tleman, if fliat was the intention of the Bill
or bis intention, waste the time of this
Flouse for seven lonîg days, keep back the
business of tbe country at this late fimie of
tbe session, imperil the wages of workiag
miea and civil servants al] tlirougli this coun-
try and thea, at tbis late day, annouîîce that
lie lins agreed to delete partisaaship fromn
that portion of it ? W%'e agree absolutely in
this, that if it is necessary, as lt is, to have
overlapping poIling subdivisions distribut-
ed-I agree to tbat, we ail agree to that-
any reasonable legisiation wliich is non-par-
tisaîî anîd competeat legisiation will receiv'e
the support of this side of the House s0
far as tbiat delimiination is concerned. My
lion. friead who leads the gevernaient said
thiat 0o1 Tuesday last.

Mr. BERGERON. Who leads the opposi-
tion ?

Mr. FOSTER. The goverament soon to
be-stated that la explicit language and
yet for these wliole eiglit days the debate
lias gone on and it is only at fuis late mo1-
ment that tlie riglit lion, gentleman concedes
the point. We agree to accept the conces-
sion. It was our priacîple laid down at
tlie first and we congratulate the riglit lion.
gentleman on acceding to the justice and
reasonableaess 0f the demand whicli lias
been made la that respect.
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