
Thle first barier to an invasion
fromi the Iandward sie is a (lecp
<litch hewn throuigh the solid rock,
riglit across the peninsula, froiîî
the one harbour to the other.
Soldiers iii varied uniforms are
inarchino- backwards and forwards,
to or fromi parade, or to keep
xvatcli on the ramiparts, or ai-e tak-
ing their pleasuire afoot, or in the
meat little covered " carrozzellas "
or cabis of the countrv. Sailors
fromi the war-ships iii the' grand
liarbour, and mierchant seamnen on
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a run asliore, swagger ab>out the
streets. Native wofiCfln, withi that
curions -faldetta," or one-sided
hood t() their black cloaks which is
as characteristic of -Malta as the
iantilla is of Spain, pass side l)y

si(le with Englisli laies iii the
latest of London fashions.
*Flocks of goats, thieir litige uldders
almnost toudhing thc grotun(, aire
strolling albout to lie iiilked at the
Mlors of -ulstonîers. N*\Ialtese la-

l)ourers, brown littie nien, bare-
footed, broad-shouîdered,' and mus-
(-ular, iii the almiost national dress
of a (3lengarry cap, cotton trousers,
and flani shiirt, with scarlet sasi,,
coat over one armi, and littie ear-
rings, jostle the ýniart officers makz-
ing for the LUnion Club, or the
noisy " glCobe-trotter " just landed
fromi the steamier wvhich came to
anchor an hiotr ago A few snakcy-

e(ld Iindus iii gaily embroidered
caps invite voti to inispect theif-
stock of Oriental w~ares, but except
for an Arab) or twvo froin Tunis, or
a few hulking- Turks from Tripoli.
Xralletta lias littie of that hiumani
picturesqueiicss imparte(l to Gib-
raltar by the rnotley swarmis of
Spaniards, and Sicilians, and ne-
grocs. and 'Moors, and Englislh,
whio fill the streets ail periods be-
twecn inorning gun-fire to the hour
M-ien the stranger is ousted froni
ivithin the gates.

Mfalta being a nmost religiouslý
Romian Cathoiic country, priests
and robe-girded Carnlielites are
everywhere pientifitl, and ail da,\
long the -worshippers are entering
or leavingý the nurnerous churches
amnid the eternal jangling of their
belis. At everv turning the visitor
is accosted by whining beggars
-,vhose pert'naeity is only equalled
by that of the hoot-blacks and calb-
nlien, wxho seein to fancy that the
final purpose of manî in Malta is
to ride ini carrozzellas wvith shining
Shoes.

The miany palaces wvhich the
comfort-loving knights erected fo-
tlîcir shelter, impart to Valletta the
appearance of a " citv built liv
gentlemen, for gentlemen." The
Knights are, however, stili the
greatest personalities in Malta.
We corne upon theni, their eight-
pointed cross, and tlieir works at
every step. Their ghosts still
-%valk the highways. The names of
the Grand Masters are immorta-
Iized iii the cities they founded
and in the forts they reared.
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